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At a meeting of the 11th Light Horse Hegiment held
in March, 1914, in Zgarta (in Syria), a dual proposal was
approved. This resolution included the compilation of a
History of the Regiment and an Annual Reunion of the
members at which friendships could be renewed and
memories revived.

The latter part of the proposal was immediately put
into effeet and a Reunlon has been held every vear since
1820, For various reasons the writing of a History of the
Regiment was postponed, but at a general meeting held in
Brisbane in March, 1989, the members of the Hegiment
appointed a “ways and means’ committee under the chair-
manship of Lieut, Peter McCowan, M.C., to enguire into
the matter of publishing a History of the Regilment, and
that committee, in turn, appointed me Honorary Historian,
The result of my commission is the presentation of this
hionit, Ay

The outbreak of war in September, 1939, raised ma ¥
obstacles to a work of this nature, diffieulties that are tho
numerous and complicated to mention,

The facts related herein are culled from the official
Field Diary and other authentle sources of information, but’
this work eould not have been accomplished without the
valuable assistance of the people mentioned heveunder, and
to whom, collectively and individually, I tender my thanks.

Members of the History Committee:

Colonel P, J, Bailey, D.8.0., V.I)., Order of the Nile; Major
E. Cestello, D.8.0., Lieut. P, MeCowan, M.C., Messrs. G,
Benstead, W, Hardgrave, L, Kempster, and H. Nickols,

The Trustees of the Anzac Book Fund, Lieut.-General
Sir Harry Chauvel, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.: Brigadier-General L.
C. Wilson, C.B., C.M.G., D.8.0., V.D., Croix de Guerre:
Colonel J. W, Parsons, D.8.0., V.D.; Major H. Marsland,
M.C.: Dr, C, E, W. Bean; Major J. Loynes, D.8.0., V.D.;
Major Condor and Mr. A, D. MeLachlan (members of the
Overseas Unit), Australian Red Cross Society: Mr. S,
Addison, Director of the Australian Red Cross Society, Mel-
bourne; Senator the Hon, H. 8. Foll, M.H.R.: Mr. W. A,
Jollv, CM.G.. MMH.R.: Mrs. E. Grant, Miss E. Loynes, Mrs.



A. Kattar, Messrs, J. L., Treloar, T. H. E. Hayes, and A. W.
Buzley (officials of the Australian War Memorial), Messrs.
A ). Bowman and J. H. Basson (officlals of Base Records
Depariment, Canberra); the Editors of the Brisbane
“Conrier-Mail” and the Brisbane “Telegraph,” Messrs, L,
Marsland, 1. Grant, H. B. Cassimir, G. H. Ridgeway, L. E.
Crisp, N. D. Allom, T. H, Dennis, A. J. Gordon, and all those
members of the Regiment who supplied photographs and
information.

The use of extracts 'rom the Official Histories, written
by the late Sir Henry Gullett and Dr. C. E. W. Bean, is
hereby acknowledged.

My special thanks are due to Colonel P. J, Bailey,
D.5.0.. and Mr. A, E. Palfery, M.A., for the hours they spent
in reading the manuscript “proofs,” and to Major G. H.
Vernon, M.C., Lieutenant MecENigott, AF.C., and Sergeant
Merson for their speclal contributions.

1 record my thanks te the Management and Staff of
Messrs, Willlam Brooks & Coy. {Q.) Pty, Ltd, for their
helpful service and attention; to Messrs, Hughez & Holmes
Ltd., Process Engravers: and to Miss Gaunt, who typed the
manugeript.

Finally, to none do | tender more sincere acknowledg-
ments of help than to my wife and my somn.
EWH,
Hamgson Terrace,
Wavell Heights,
Brisbane, 6th March, 1942,
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Ceneral Sir HARRY CHAUVEL, G.CM.G., ECH, late
Commanding The Desert Mounted Corps, E.EF.

It gives me areal pleasure fo write a "Foreword" o the
History of the 11th Light Horse Regimen! in the War of 1914-18,

It is a regiment for which I have the greatest regard and
affsction. Not only were a number of its officers and men old
friends of mine, but it was largely raised In my old District in
COueenslond ond represents to-day my criginal Queenslond
Regiment, the Darling Downs Mounted Infantry, which 1 jeined
in 1840

The criginal Commanding Officer, Lisut-Colonel {mfter-
wards Brigadier-General) W. Grant, CM.G., D.8.O;, served 3 ith
me for many years, prior to the War, in the old Queensi d
Mounted Infantry and was o great personal frlend up to lheft_:luy
of his death. y

My wartime sxperience of the Regiment commenced on
Gallipeli in August, 1915, when a squadron under my ' old
triond cmd comrade of the South African War, Majer [ A.
Leynes, D.8.0)., icined my Brigade to be attached to the 2nd
Light Horse Regiment. The sgquadron remained with the
Brigade until the evacuation, and tock part in all the wvicls
situdes of trench warfare incidental to thet comperign.

1 saw litlle of the Regiment again until a few days afler
the Battle of Remanl, in August, 1916, when it appeared at a
very cpportune moment on the right flank of the Anzac Mounted
Division e part of a Mabile Column under Colensl C. L Smiih,
V.C., of the Imperial Came! Corps, to cut off the retreat of the
enemy and help to remove, for the lime being at any rate, the
threat to the Suez Canal.

It was employed (hen in, more or less, indspendent opera-
tions in the Sinai Desert uniil the formatien of the Imperial
(afterwards Austrolion”) Mounted Division in March, 1817,
undsr Majer-General H. W, Hodgson, C.V.O,, CB. The Imperial
Mounied Division consisted of two Yeomanry Brigades {the
Sth and Bih Mounted Brigades) and two Ausiraliom Brigades
(the 3rd and 4th Light Horse Brigades). The 4th Brigade (11th,



12th and 4th L.H. Begiments) had been redommed ior thi=s pur-
pose under Brigadier-General . B Meredith, D.5.0., who had
commanded the lst Light Horse Brigade ot Romani, The 4th
L.H. Brigode joined ife Divislon on the 15th April ot Deirel-
Belah, just pricr to the 2nd Battle of Gaza, in which it distin-
guished itself (the part played by the 11th Light Horse is well
describad in this History).

After the Znd Batile of Gaza the Regiment came actually
under my command for the first time aond remained therein until
Aprl, 1918, It took g prominent part In all the aperations <f the
Desert Mounted Corps from Beershebo to Home, ond porticu-
lorly distinguished: itzelf ot Besrshebo, Sherio, Um-es.Shert (in
the Jordan Valley) and Semakh. This last brilliant litle fight,
with the coapture of Tiberlas which {ollowed, concluded the
Battle of Meqiddo and left the way open for the advance on
and caplure of Damascus.

During its period under my command the Regiment re-
sponded gallemtly to every call, and I am proud of it and of
my connection with il

I conaratulate all who were concerned with the compilation
of this History, ond particularly the Regimental Histariem, Ser-
geani E. W. Hommond, who enllsted originally on the 8th
Bugust, 1914, for service in the Islands, and, when thet woas
completed, joined the 1lth Light Herse, with which he served
throughout the rest of the War.

HARRY CHAUVEL.
97th March, 1942,

Melbourne,

OQIJLf tﬂ'fz{): ic f tlﬂ'ﬁt

By
Colonel P. J. BAILEY, DSQ., V.

In 193% a committee of members of the 11th Light
Horse Regiment, under the chairmanship of Lieut. Peter
McCowan, M.C., was formed to publish the History of the
Regiment, Sergeant E. W, Hammond, an original member of
the Regiment, voluntarily undertook the work of Historian. |
am proud to say that he has done his work wonderfully well,
and the book, when completed, will be a treasured remem-
brance to all members of the Unit, One thing noticeable is
the extreme modesty of the Historian towards the splendid
work done by his own arm of the Regiment. | refer to the
signallers. 'We remember with pride the wonderful efficiency
of McElligott, Hammeond, Hogarth, Thorn, Groundwater,
Eardley, Ewen, Falconer and the other boys who, under all
conditions and in most trying circumstances maintained at 8
times our communications

To all members of the old Regiment | wish to convey rrf';
sincere gratitude for their continued loyalty throughout the
long and trying period of the Desert Campaign, Lo

To the Historian, Sergeant “Murray” Hammond, | ex-
press, on behalf of the Regiment, our thanks for his untiring
effarts to bring the book to publication.

To all Officers, N.C.O.'s and men my very best wishes

and thanks.
P. 1. BAILEY, Colonel,
"Glenferrie,"

Millmerran, 3/4/1942
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The History of the Eleventh
Light Horse Regiment

CHAPTER L
FORMATION OF REGIMENT.

On 11th February, 1915, authority was issued by the
Commonwealth Defence Department to form a further
Brigade of Light Horse, namely, the Fourth Brigade, to
consist of the 11th, 12th and 13th Regiments. The 11th
Regiment was to he made up as follows:—

Headquarters, “A" Squadron, “B" Squadron, and
Machine Gun Section, to consist of Queenslanders, and
(" Squadron of South Australians. ity

Lieutenant-Colonel William Grant, Commandjng
Officer of the 3rd Darling Downs Light Horse Regiment,
C.M.F., then residing at Bowenville, on the Darling
Downs, was appointed to command the new Regiment,
with Major 8. W. Barlow Second in Command, and Cap-
tain P. J. Bailey, Adjutant. Colonel Grant began at once
to select his officers, non-commissioned officers, and men
from the camp at Enoggera, which, at that time, held
more than two thousand volunteers.

The men were subjected to a severe test in riding—

. military style—under the critical eves of the new Com-

manding Officer and his Adjutant, both of whom were
shrewd judges of men and horses, and quite a large num-
ber of applicants who had hoped to serve in the new
Regiment were sent back to camp to join the Infantry.
Those who passed the test were drafted to a new camp in
Frazser's Paddoclk, where tents were hastily erected and
intensive dismounted training commenced at once.

Thirty acting non-commissioned officers were draft-
ed to a School of Instruction to undergo four weeks’ train-
ing to fit them for their duties in the new Regiment.
Bimultaneouslv with this preparation in Queensland the
task of assembling “C” S8quadron in South Australia was
moving apace, and its full complement was drawn from
2]
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The History of the Eleventh
Light Horse Regiment

CHAPTER L
FORMATION OF REGIMENT.

On 11th February, 1915, authority was issued by the
Commeonwealth Defence Department to form a further
Brigade of Light Horse, namely, the Fourth Brigade, to
consiat of the 11th, 12th and 13th Regiments. The 11th
Regiment was to be made up as follows:—

Headquarters, “A" Sguadron, “B" Squadron, and
Machine Gun Section, to consist of Queenslanders, and
“C" Squadron of South Australians, iy

Lieutenant-Colonel Willilam Grant, Commandjng
Officer of the 3rd Darling Downs Light Horse Regimént,
C.M.F., then residing at Bowenville, on the Darling
Downs, was appointed to command the new Regiment,
with Major 8. W. Barlow Second in Command, and Cap-
tain P. J. Bailey, Adjutant. Colonel Grant began at onee
to select his officers, non-commiszioned officers, and men
from the camp at Enoggera, which, at that time, held
more than two thousand volunteers.

The men were subjected to a severe test in riding—
. military style—under the critical eyes of the new Com-
manding Officer and his Adjutant, hoth of whom were
shrewd judpes of men and horses, and quite a large num-
ber of applicants who had hoped to serve in the new
Regiment were sent back to camp to join the Infantry,
Those who passed the test were drafted to a new camp in
Fraser's Paddocl, where tents were hastily erected and
intensive dizmounted training commenced at once.

Thirty acting non-commissioned officers were draft-
ed to a School of Instruction to undergo four weeks' train-
ing to fit them for their duties in the new Regiment.
Bimultaneously with this preparation in Queensland the
tasktuf assembling “C" Bquadron in South Australia was
moving apace, and its full complement wasz drawn from
]



2 HISTORY OF 1lth LIGHT HORSE REGIMENT

1500 volunteers who were in camp at Ascot Park, and,
after training, which was carried out at Morphetville,
they entrained at Mitcham for the journey to Brisbane
under the eommand of Major J. W. Parsons, and arrived
at Fraser's Paddock on the night of the 2nd May, 1915,

On the 3rd May, horses, equipment, and transport
were drawn, and intense mounted training as a complete
Regiment was carried out,

The Regimental Colours were “Maroon and Gold,”
and a ceremonial flag showing the representation of an
emu emboszsed in gold on a field of marcon was made and
presented to the Hegiment by Miss Best, sister of
Lieutenant K. H. Best, an officer of the Regiment,

In response to an appeal by vavious ecity organisa-
tions, the Military Authorities agreed to hold a grand
parade of all units and reinforecements then in camp, and
about to leave Queensland for active service abroad, The
parade took the form of a grand march through the City
of Brishane, and three thousand troops were engapged.
The units assemhled at Kelvin Grove on Saturday morn-
ing, 81st May, the line of march being as follows: Along
Kelvin Grove Road, through Normanby to Countess
Street, Roma Street, George Street, Queen Street, Wick-
ham Street, Brunswick Street, past the Museum, and
thence along Victoria Park Road and back to Kelvin
Grove. Inthe absence of the Governor of Queensland, the
salute was taken at the G.P.O. by Sir Pope Cooper, Chief
Justice of Queensland. The 11th Light Horse Regiment
moved at the head of the column, led by Lieut.-Colonel
Grant, who was preceded by a Colour Sergeant bearing
the Regimental Standard. The Regiment was followed by
the other units in this order:—

Reinforeements to 2nd Light Horse Regiment,
Reinforcements to 5th Light Horse Regiment.
Reinforeements to Artillerv., with guns.
Headquarters Tth Infantry Brigade.

26th Battalion Infantry.

26th Battalion Infantry.

17th Army Service Corps—Transport Section.
4th Light Horse Field Ambulance, and, finally:
Red Cross Motor Vehicles.

The procession was enlivened by the martial m}lsic
of sixteen bands, which were stationed at the following-
mentioned vantage points along the route.

g
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Ithaca Band—Normanby Corner.

Southport Band—Countess Street.

Ipswich Band—Roma Street,

Kurilpa Band—Corner George and Ann Streets.

Salvation Army Band—Corner George and Adelaide

Btreets.

Pipers' Band—Corner George and Queen Streets. -

Federal Band—Corner Queen and Albert Streets.

Ipswich Vice-Regal Band — Corner Queen and

Edward Streets.
Salvation Army Band—Corner Queen and Creek
Streets.

Toowong Band—~Custom House,

Tth Moreton Band—Byrnes’ Statue,

Railway Band—~Corner Gotha and Wickham Streets.

Excelsior Band—Valley Corner,

Nambour Band—Corner Leichhardt and Brunswick

Streets.

Boonah Band—~Corner Brunswick and Water S{reets.

Brisbane Lahbour Band—Exhibition Corner,

The procession was two miles long, and the distance
marched was thirteen miles. There were few residents ﬁ'
Brisbane that day who did not witness the processio 4
the streets being literally thronged with cheering peoplg,
The troopers returned to camp, tived but pleased with the
reception accorded them by the people of Brishane. Mean-
time, the Orderly Room Staff was engaged in the final
arrangements for the embarkation of the Regiment and"
sailing preparations were almost completed when the
plans were altered, and it was decided that Headquarters,
“A" Sguadron, “C" Sguadron and Machine Gun Section
would embark on the &8, “Medic,” and that “B" Squad-
ron would follow later on the s.s. “Borda.”

On 1st June, heavy baggage for that portion of the
Regiment which was to sail at once was despatched to
Pinkenha, and at 10 a.m. the main body moved off. This
time the line of mareh was through Kedron, Eagle Junc-
tion, Hendra, Ascot, and thence on to the main road to
Pinkenba. At noon the Regiment drew into a large pad-
dock by the roadside to rest the horses and have lunch,
and some of our men who had fought in the South African
War remarked that they had been members of Mounted
Contingents that had rested in that paddock on their way
to embarkation for South Africa sixteen years before.
We could not help but regard this fact as a somewhat
intriguing instance of history repeating iteelf.
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Arriving at Pinkenba, the work of leading the bag-
rape and horses began and was continoed throughout
the night and the following day.

Many people travelled by train and road from the city
to Pinkenba to hid last farewells to relatives and friends,
and remained near the wharf throughout the day, some-
what to the discomfiture and chagrin of the Sergeant
Major, whoge “fatigue” parties naturally failed to con-
centrate on their work with so many counter attractions
near by,

Finally, however, the loading of the boat was com-
pleted, and at 8.830 on the evening of 2nd June, the
“Medic,” festooned with coloured streamers, swung into
the river, and the voyage to Sydney began.

ORIGINAL OFFICEES OF THE REGIMENT.
HEADQUARTERS:
1t.-Col, W, Grant—Commanding Officer,
Major 3. W. Barlow—=Second in Command.
Capt, P. J, Bailey—Adjulant.
Capt. A, J, Macdonald—Medical Officer.
Capt. H. K. Gordon—Chaplain.
Capt. A. J. MeRenzie—Veterinary Officer,
Lieut, L. 8. Alexander—Quartermaster.
Lieut. L. €. Kessels—Machine Guns,
YA BQUADRON ;—
Capt, Geyer to Command,
Lieut. J. A. Lovnes—Second in Command.
Lieut. A, 8. Nobbs,
2 /Lieut. E. Cosatello,
2 Lieut, C. P. Stumm,

YR SQUADRON :(—
Capt. €. A, Lee to Command.
Capt. W. 0. Hodgkinson—Second in Command.
2 /Lieut. C. A. R. Munto.
2/Lient, W. F. J. Koch,

“0Y BQUADRON::

Major J. W. Parsons to Command,

Capt. T, A. Siekman—Second in Command.
Hon, Capt. B. Ragless.

Lieut. Fotheringham.

Lieut. J. H. Shearer.

Lieut. A. €. Morgan,

. ﬁ;‘. Hor=e Regimental Standard.

e
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The following-mentioned were commissioned from
the N.C.0.'s Bchool and posted as under:—

2 /Lieuts. K. F. McLennan and W. F, Whitfield to

“A'" Bquadron.

2 /Lieuts. H. J. Gee and E. H. Best to “B"” Squadron.

2 /Lieut. G. H. Bryant to “C" Squadron,

Prior to embarkation the following promotions,
alterations and transfers were gazetted :—

Capt. Geyer transferred to 13th Light Horse,
Vietoria.

Lieut. J, A, Lovnes promoted Captain to Command
“AM Bgquadron,

Lient. Alexander, Second in Command — “A"
Sguadron.

R.G.M.8, Levingston, promoted to Hon. Lieut. and
GQuartermaster,

Lieut. J. S. Nobbs discharged through illness,

Horses of 11th Light Horse Hegiment tethered to “ground Tine™ at
the camp In Fraser's: Paddeok,; Enogg e

#,
fe

Bection of 11th Light Herse Camp In FPraser's Paddock, Enoggera.

¥




CHAPTER IL

TRAINING IN SYDNEY.

The run down the coast from Brisbane to Sydney was
calm and uneventful, There was not one single case of sea-
gickness, nor indeed was thers any reason for one, a fact
though that did not prevent all and sundry from boasting
to his neighbour—witlh the nonchalance of a seasoned
voyager—of his abllity to travel by boat.

Sydney was reached at §8 am. on 4th June, where
troops and horses were disembarked, and we marched to
an encampment in the Sydney show ground at Moore Park.
Mounted training was carried out daily in and around the
show grounds, and on several occaszions we exercised our
horses on the sands at Coogee, Liberal leave was granted
to the troops and many of the theatres in Sydney issued
complimentary tickets to the Queenslanders, a sample of
Southern hospitality that was keenly appreciated by us.

On the evening of 14th June the Hegiment again em-
barked on the “Medic” to continue the yvoyage overseas.

ADELATE,

We had scarcely cleared the “Heads™ when we encoun-
tered rough weather, and ere long the boastful “zeasoned
travellers” of a few days before were desperately trying to
conceal their wretchedness from each other, As we pro-
ceeded the weither grew worse, and presently there was
hardly & man on deck who had not suceumbed to the
“epidemic.” At meal time the mess decks resembled those
of a deserled ship.

At 12 noon on 16th July, the “Medic” then being two
hundred miles south of Adelaide, our Commander received
instructions by wireless to proceed to Adelalde, and on
arrival at that port we learned that our horses were to be
disembarked and that the Regiment would continue its
vovage overseas without them. The order, coming as it
did without warning, bore an element of surprise, and more-
over carried with it no little regret to all of us as we had
grown to know and appreciate our respective mounts in the
diays we had spent together. The members of the South
Australizn Squadron with us, no doubt received the news
with mixed feclings. as the new arrangement provided them

HISTORY ©F 1lth LIGHT HOBRSE REGIMENT ¥

with the opportunity of visiting their homes and their people
onee More.

We were in port two days, during which time the
Gueenslanders too were granted leave to visit Adelaide, and
many of us regarded 1t as a golden opportunity to test at
first hand the elaborate stories we had heard of the “garden
city" from our new-found South Australian cobbers,
Twenty-five-year-old memories are necessarily dimmed, but
as far as we can recall, their boasts were justified. We
sailed from Adelaide on the 18th, and did not touch at
another Augtralian port. The receding shores of “'Leeuwin”
wers to be our last sight of Australia for a long time to
came.

THE VOYAGE TO EGYPT.

Our days during the vovage across the Indian Ocean
were pceupied in musketry drill, signalling and other forms
of training most adapted to shipboard life. At night we
were entertained by coneert parties and boxing tourna-
ments, Some of us may remember that a mild epidemic of
measles broke out shortly after leaving Australia. On
“erosging the ling” we were visited by Neptune andihis
retinue, and the day was spent in practising the Lraﬂjti',ﬁ']imi
absurdities of the ceremony. ie

Originally we were ordered to sall direet to Suegz, but
on the morning of the 10th July, when 60 miles from Aden,
we were directed to procesd with all haste to the latter ﬁqrt
and be prepared to land all available troops for action, in
support of the Britlsh garrizson which hourly expected an
attack from a mixed force of Turks, Bedonins, Arabe and
Germans bearing down on Aden from the North.

We landed, and after reporting to the General officer
commanding the garrison, were ordered to march to an out-
post six miles from Aden. This happened on the 12th July,
and for the next aix days we were held in reserve against the
impending attack. On the morning of the 18th, relieving
troops arrived and we embarked and salled for Suez—
arriving there at 7.20 a.m. on the 22nd. and the following
day we entrained for Cairo.

"B BQUADRON,

"B" Bguadron of the Regiment meanwhile had em-
barked at Brisbane on the 17th June on the transport
"Borda,” and after an uneventful vovage across, arrived at
Suez on the 23rd July, and with the other units of the
Regiment entrained for Cairo, and the 11th Light Horse
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CHAPTER IIL
GALLIPOLL

On the morning of the 24th August, the Regiment was
ordered to entrain for Alexandria and at sunset that evening
HM.T. “Marguette’” steamed out of the harbour bearing
the officers, non-commissioned officers and men of the 11th
Light Horse on the final stage of their yvoyage to Gallipoli,

As a precaution agalnst enemy submarines, the trans-
port followed a zig-zag course, which carried us into the
western sweep of Aboukir Bay. "Twas In these waters, we
recalled, that Nelson gained his rich victory In the "Battle
of the Nile.," For us, the achool history book suddenly
“came to life.” Without effort we conjured vizions of that
glorious August night more than a hundred years before,
when the British ships encircled the French leviathans and
rammed and smashed them into submizsion. We pictured,
too, the dawning of day with its principal figures, On dife
hand Nelson, the vietor, herole but chivalrous, and on the
other hand Brueys, beaten, sad and disillugsioned, with Rfs
broken ships lying around him, and so we passed into the
night,

At six o'clock on the morning of the 28th, we reached
Mudros Harbour and transferred to the 5.8, “Clacton" and
“Princess Abbas.” At nightfall we moved out of the harbour
and directed our course to Gallipoli,. While still a long way
from the shore, the steamships “hove to" and we were
transferred to small “lizghters,” which erept guietly towards
the beach. Prezently, myriad pin-points of light sprang
out of the night to announce our first view of Anzac Cove.
It was indeed a night of extreme darkness, and as we neared
the shore a lone star shell burst high over the beach, spilling
its Inminous contents which foated lazily down to the
water's edge, A long way off, it seemed, we could hear the
staccato notes of machine guns, and the deliberate erack
of rifles. Quietly, we disembarked at Williams' FPier, and
without delay marched to RHest Gully, where we remained
for several hours.

Much to our astonishment, and regret, may it be
we then received Instruetions that the Regiment was t
divided into three sections and to reinforce other unj
the following manner:—
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“A" S8quadron and Machine Gun Section to be attached
to the 2nd Light Horse Regiment then stationed at Pope's
Hill.

“B" Sguadron to be attached to the Hth Light Horse
Regliment at Chatham’s Post, which incidentally was the
extreme right flank of the Australian line.

“( Sguadron and Headguarters Staff to be attached
to the 9th Light Horse Regiment, holding a position at
Ihedodendron Spur, south of Hill &0,

It is safe to say that feelings amongst the troops ran
high as the three sections of the Regiment made feverish
preparations to move to their respective and widely-
separated destinations. Emotions were masked beneath
lurid flows of cobscenity and eclassle imprecations were
levelled at Ariny Headqguarters from whence the separation
order issued. Hurried farewelis and hasty handshakes
passed between men who had hoped, nay believed, they
would go into action together,

A" BQUADRON,

“A" Squadron and the Machine Gun Section, under the
command of Major Loynes, marched to Pope's Pozt on the
left Hank of the Australian line, and were taken on the
gtrength of the 2nd Light Horse Regiment. That night the
Squadron went into the front line trenches for a tour of
duty. Lieutenant Costello and one troop went into the firing
line at Quinn’s Post, where the trenches in places were little
motre than fifteen yards apart, a proximity that denled good
relations between our men and the Turks. At fregonent
intervals throughout the day and night both parties sub-
jected each other to a steady pelting of bombs, The types
of bombs used by us were “Cricket Ball,” “Mills” and “Jam
Tin,” with a preponderance of the latter, due no doubt to
the fact that they were made locally, simply, quickly and
therefore in large quantities, The “Jam Tin" bomb con-
sisted of a short piece of fuse, with detonator attached,
stuffed into a jam tin eontaining dynamite, shrapnel pellets
and odd slugs of metal suitable for making a “charge.” The
“fuse” period was intended to last five or six seconds, This
bomb bore none of the hall marks of exquisite manulacture;
it was rough and ready, and withal elfective.

It was perhaps typical of the casual qualities of the
Australians that in a ghort while our men were leaning
carelessly against the sandbags in the trench, lishting
bomb fuses from the glowing tips of their cigarettes, as
though they had been doing just 2uch a thing all their lives.
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The method was both dangerous and unorthodox, but
matches were at a premium on Gallipoli, and so they puffed
at their “fags” and simultanecously hurled impreeations and
bomba towards the Turkigh tronch,

At sunrise this troop returned to the Squadron and
spent the greater part of the day resting.

On 8rd September the Squadron moved to old No. 3
outpost. with the Znd Light Horse Regiment, taking over
the trenches In that sector from an Imperial Infantry Com-
pany. The trenches here were very shallow, and besides
doing front line duty the men of the Squadron provided
working parties to deepen the trenches, This post was sub-
jected to a daily barrage of shells from enemy guns at
Chunuk Bair, and to afford a measure of safety for the
troops it was decided to excavate the trenches to a depth
of 20 feet, Planning and superintending the work was
placed in the capable hands of Major J. Loynes, 11}9 0.C. of
A" Squadron. At times the enemy bombarded No. 2 Post
with 11 inch calibre shells, eausing terrible destruction to
the earth works and trench system,

On one occasion a number of “A"” Squadron men were
buried under a mass of earth and falling debris when a
heavy shell burst in their midst. Trooper A, McCowan was
litted off his feet by the explosion and hurled into a nearp}r
trench. He suffered severe coneussion and was temporarily
blinded by the explosion. Sergeant Heaton and Trooper
Thompson were buried by a shell a few days later: and had
a narrow escape from death, both being ingensib'e when
their mates finally dug them out with shovels.

Narrow escapes were the order of the day. The shell
that buried Troopers MeCowan and Jackson completely
destroved the “dug-out” of Bgt. P, McUowal, but for-
tunately he had taken cover in the main trench a few feet
away, just before the shell arrived. Major Loynes had a
similar fortuitous escape a few days later. He had just left
his “bivvy” to walk down the trench when an ::utsi;e in
shells landed sguarely in the centre of his “home,” de-
molishing it entirely. The Squadron remained at this post
until the 11th Oectober, and on that day the enemy made a
determined attack on the trenches between No. 1 Outpost
and Destrover Hill. and the Squadron was sent into the line
to strengthen it. The enemy fought fiercely throuzhout the
dav and night. but failing to break through withdrew his
forces at davbreak. In a few days the position became
normal, and the Squadron returned to No, 3 Outpost.

T
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Under the direction of General Chauvel, Major Loynes
and a party of men were sent to report on the alleged exist-
ence of an old well in the vicinity of Fisherman's Hut, one
of the early landmarks of Gallipoli The ground to be
searched was under enemy observation and fire, and con-

gequently the party chose a dark night for the venture, and
gallied forth.

Eventually the well was Iocated, the depth sounded,
and samples of the water taken. On returning, one of the
party stumbled over a steep bank In the darkness and fell
prone acrosz the body of a Turkish soldier who had been
killed some days earlier, The Digger was unhurt, but the
memory of his fall lingered with him and his mates for
many days, and with dire effects that his oatracism from
the soclety of the trenches followed as a natural result, at
least until his uniform was replaced by one he “lifted® from
a supply store on the beach, under cover of another dark
night.

During the davs that followed the men of “A" Squadron
fonght side by side with those of the 2nd Light Horse in
the front line trenches, or provided working parties ler
carrying rations. digging trenches, ete. ..

On the 10th November the C.0, of the 2nd Light Horse
left the Peninsula with a hundred men of his Regiment for
the island of Lemnos; ostenszibly for a short rest, but
actually similar moves were being duplicated in many regi-
ments and companies throughout our lines. It was the first
faint breath of the evacuation of Gallipoli, but we failed to
recognise it as such, and began digging our winter quarters
with renewed vigour. About this time Major Lyons wag
appointed to the temporary command of the 2Znd Light
Horge Regiment.

As a result of large numbers of men being confined in
deep trenches, there were many more or less serious epi-
demics of sickness; such as vellow jaundice, mumps, "flu

and acute dysentry, and many men were therefore
evacuated from thiz post.

On 12th November Lieutenant Mackrell arvived with
the 8rd reinforeements, and was attached to the Squadron,
Captaln Alexander was appointed quartermaster of the 2nd
Light Horse Regiment, and Squadron Bgt,-Major H, Mars-
land waz promoted to eommissioned rank.

Sixty men of the squadron were sent to Willlams' Fier
At Angac Beach on the 20th as a permanent working party
loading rations and water on Indian mules, for dlstribution
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enemy who wag only fifteen yards away. Fiffeon yvards—
little miore than half the measurement of 2 ericket piteh—
we never realised that a cricket pitch was so short,

Hand grenades were used by the opposing sides, both
day and night. Our tour of duty lasted 48 hours, and that
period was considered long enough for any troops in such a
nerve-wracking post. We had several easualties while hold-
Ing the pogition, and Lieut, Koch, our leader, was wounded.

Arriving back at Chatham's Post, we were placed in
reserve (o gain a few hours' rest, prioy to going into fromt
line duty again.

On the 24th October, Major C. A. Lee arrived from hos-
pital at Alexandria, and “B” Squadron was reformed, placed
under his command and renamed "D Sguadron, bth Light
Horzse.

Mo hiztory of Chatham's Post, Gallipoli, would be com-
plete without special mention of the Turkish Broom Stick
Bomb. berause this weird weapon was used solely at this
geptor of the Turkish line. The Broom Stick Bomb was
made by filling a disused brass gun cartridge ease with
dynamite, detonators, glugs of steel, and attaching it to a
round stick of hardwood elght feet long and about two
inches in digmeter. Thiz mighty arrow, as it were, was fired
from a specially constructed trench mortar, and ascended
to a great height directly over our heads. Once its momen-
tum was spent, its heavy explosive end turned downwards
and it foll like o plummet into our trenches. Open trenches
afforded no cover whatsoever against such a missile, and as
a result we suffered many casualtles from its use. An
anthoritative statement shows that as many as two hundred
bombs a day were dropped on the lines at Chatham'’s Post
prior to the evacuation,

WILSON'S LOOKOUT.

“B Sguadron of the regiment now became an integral
part of the 5th Light Horse, and as such played its part gal-
lantly in the strenuous work and the fierce fighting that
took place at Chatham's Post in Oetoher, November, and
December, .

Late in October the enemy was observed building new
trenches between Chatham's Post and his own position, the
Bird Trenches., We suspected his objective to be the
advancement of his line to the high ground 120 yards in
front of cur post. From this position he could enfllade
Ryrie’s Post and Tasmania Post, and so we set out to
checkmate him.
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For some time past we had been driving a tunnel from
the forward trenches of Chatham's Post to enable us to
ppen a new fring line on the high ground referred to above,
and as this was the enemy's objective also, the movement
developed into & strategic race to a common goal.

On the afternoon of the 3rd November, 1415, Brigade
Headquarters ordered the regiment to establish a post 50
vards in advance of our tunnel, which was 75 yards long.
ansequentl:. this movement would carry us 120 yards in
front of our present trenches, and, if successful, would be
an important gain to us and a umﬂshing blow to the Turkes.

Omn the night of the 3rd-4th, the stage was set and two
lines of gilent men filed into the narrow tunnel. On one side
stood the members of the covering party, armed with hombs
&by and rifles with bayonets fixed; against the other wall of the
tunnel stood the working party, with pick and shovel,
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Silently we waited while men using crowbars p:ed_cf-.d
a hole at the end of the tunnel, straight up to the surface.
It was not long before the manhole, as it were, was com-
pleted, and a short ladder, which was held in readmess was
thrust up into the hole to enable us to elimb thmugh—m
what 7

It was a tense moment indeed when the first man of
the covering party crept through to the surface and whis-
| pered hollowly down the shaft the “all clear” signal. When
the last member of the covering party disappeared through
l the skylight, the working party followed and very soon we
heard the thud, thud of the picks and soft ring of eareful
l shovels, as our new trenches took shape on the coveted
| pnsitiqn,

There was no sign nor sound of the enemy. We lay in

. the darkness, just below the crest of the ridge, and mar-
velled at his inactivity, When daylight came, with what

| emotion would he view this sudden eruption of “soldier
ants” from the howels of his cherished hill, but, more im-
portant still, what would his reactions he, Ere dawn broke,
we had completed a line of shallow trenches supported with
4 =andbag barricade, sufficiently effective to withstand rifle
and gun fire, and during that day the trenches were
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deepened, and by the following evening we were prepared
to withstand the fiercest onslaught—and it eame. On the
evening of the 4th-5th, the enemy rushed our position four
times, using bombs, machine guns and rifles. but each time
he was beaten back, with heavy losses. Some of the Turks
reached our parapet, where they were killed with bombs,
and next morning we found mutilated portions of their
bodies in our trenches. Many others were lying dead or
wounded in the barbed wire entanglement which we had
erected in front of our trench. A tally showed that we had
used eight hundred bombs during the night.

The following night the enemy erected two sandbag
harricades opposite our position—one at a distance of
lwenty-two yards amd the other at a distance of seventy
yards. On the night of the Tth November, we decided to
advance our pozition a further thirty yards and in a direc-
tion that would enable us to enfilade the first new enemy
redoubt. The new position was reached, and after a short,
sharp fight the enemy was bombed out of his barricade and
the whole structure was totally destroyed by our troops,
who used slabs of gunecotten as bombe. For the next few
days the enemy subjected our position o heavy gun fire
from batteries less than two hundred yards away, and por-
tions of our parapet were demolished, Hapidly we deepened
our trenches and so held the ground we had taken, which
was officially named “Wilson’s Lookout,” in honour of our
leader, Colonel L. C, Wilson.

On the Sth November the following order was issued
by the Corps Commander:—

“The Army Corps Commander wizhes to express
his appreciation of the action of the 2nd Light Horse
Brigade in successfully advancing their position to
Wilson's Lookout, on Harris Ridge, between the 3rd
Lo 8th November, 1915, The operation was skilfully
planned and carried out with vigour and determina-
tion.  General Godley congratulates the 5th Light
Horse Regiment, to whom the operation was
entrusied and to whose resources and gallantry the
excellent result achieved is largely due. The Enemy
casualties in this engagement had been stated hy

prisoners to have reached a total of 500 killed and
wonnded,"”

Amongst the names of the various officers and N.C.O.'s

mentioned in despatches for gallantry appeared that of
Lieutenant H. J. Gee, 11th Light Horse Regiment.

i
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BEEACH POST INTERLUDE.

Zarly one morning a dezerter from the Turkish lines
at GGaba Tepe was observed crawling along the beach to-
wards our lines, His erstwhile companions on Harriz Ridge,
opened fire on him, and he finally in & wounded condition
tock cover in some broken ground about six hundred yards
south of our line. We deelded to bring him in, but thought
it prudent to wait until darkness would cover our move-
ments.  All through that long sultry day, enemy bullets
kicked up little clonds of dust around the deserter's hiding
place. He lay in full view of our troopers, any one of whom
could have picked him ofl with a single shot, but he was
more valuable to ug alive than dead, and 20 we wailted for
the sun to set. At dusk an officer and twenty-five men
slipped quietly through our lines and hurried along the
beach. An advance guard of four men reached t_he Turk,
and proceeded bevond him to cover the patrol. Suddenly
they eame face to face with a Turkish patrol, apparently
on & similar mission to our own. Our fellows threw them-
gelves to the ground and opened fire. Two of the Turks &kl
and the remainder, firing wildly, rapidly digpersed. Some
retreated along the beach and others disappeared in the
sernb at the foot of Harris Ridge.,

The deserter was placed on a stretcher and our men
returned to the lines wilhout suflering a casualty, The
wounded Turk was given medical aid, and later he was sent
back to Brigade Headquarters to be Interrogated,

O BQUADRON AND HEADQUARTERS.

On the afternoon of 29th August, “C" Sguadron
marched out from Rest Gully and proceeded to Camel
Hump and bivouacked, We were there joined by Headquar-
ters the next day. Until 3rd September we remained in
reserve to the Auckland Infantry, who were holding Rhodo-
dendron Spur. While in reserve we were engaged in trench
digging and eonstructing roads. On 2rd September we re-
lieved the New Zealanders and took over their position,
which consisted of the shallow trenches on Rhododendron
Spur. We were reinforced the same day by 175 men of
ith Battallon Suffolks and 125 of the Norfolks.

Our squadron was 135 strong and our frontage 520
vards. Owing to the abzence of roads and lack of transport
all rations had to be carried from the beach by parties of
men. Some of these rations had to be carried 14 miles, and
up to a height of 600 feet. This work was done during the
day, and every available man was on trench digging and
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manning the trenches at night, Our position faced Battle-
ship Ridge and Chunuk Bair, A deep gully separated us
from the enemy, whose trenches were from 120 to 400
vards distant. Our position consisted of trenches about four
feet deep, manned by six posts with three reconnoitring
patrols sent forward at dusk to wateh the enemy's move-
ments in the gully. R.H.GL was situated about 400 yvards in
rear of the trenches,

On taking over the line, we immediately started to
consolidate by deepening the position and extending the
trenches for better protection against hostile artillery and
machine-gun fire.

On 9th September, the 9th Light Horse Hegiment
arrived at the position, their strength being seven officers
and 116 other ranks, and the Suffolks were relieved. We
were then renamed “DY Sguadron, 9th Light Horse Regi-
ment,

From 4th to 16th, our trenches were shelled at fre-
gquent intervals during the day by the enemy from the
direction of W. Hills.

On 19th September the enemy made a demonstration
attack at 4.30 p.m., but did not leave his trenches, az we
replied to their fire, supported by our artillery and the guns
of one of our warships.

During the month of September the endurance of the
men was heavily taxed by constant work and lack of sleep,
in addition to the hardships. Very often we had no more
than four hours” sleep in the twenty-four, and this continued
for long periods,

From 25th to 30th September the enemy heavily shelled
cur trenches daily, eausing many casuvalties, On Tth
October we connected our trenches with those held by the
25th Battation on the Apex position. During the digging of
thiz trench we were subjected to heavy artillery and
machine-gun fire from Chunuk Bair.

On 9th Oetober, a sap was started from our fire trench
to a bluff overlooking Sazli Beit Dere. This was to enable
us to get our bomb mortars into position and cover the gully
where the enemy was very active at night. For two nights
we were allowed to work undigturbed, bot afterwards we
were subiected to heavy machine-gun fire from Battleship
Ridge at frequent intervals. We constantly engaged the
enemy gnipers and kept their fire down during the day.

At 4 a.m. on the 15th we made a demonstration along
the whole of the line, the enemy replying with very heavy
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machine-gun fire from Battleship Ridge. From 20th
Oetober to 9th November the enemy shelled our first line
trenches and bivouacs with guns of heavy calibre, which he
had evidently brought up into the position. Owing to the
chalky nature of the ground in which our front line trenches
were dug, they were knocked about congiderably, and had
to be continuousiy rebuilt.

On 10th November, the squadron was relieved by New
Zealanders, and we bivouacked on Canterbury slopes as
réserves. Whilst there, we held a detached post on Table-
top Hill and supported the machine guns on that position,
We immediately proceeded to congtrucet underground shel-
ter In preparation for the wet weather,

At 9 p.m, on 27th November snow commenced to fall,
and continued throughout the night. This made the tracks
impassable for mule transport, and rations and water had
again to be man-hauled up the steep slopes.

During the period from 24th November to 10th Decem-
her, periods of silence were enforced ranging frmp. 12 to 48
hours, No firing was allowed during these periods, evel
though the enemy approached cur trenches, Theze perigls
of silence wers practized so that the enemy would becohre
accustomed to them, and thus gain no idea of the comig
evacuation.

On 2nd December, Captain P, J. Bailey was ordered to
proceed to the island of Imbros to represent L_]le New Z!az__l—
land and Australian Divisions at a conference in connection
with the formation of a rest camp at that place. Leaving
Gallipoli at 3 p.m., he embarked on a mine sweeper (the
only passenger), and proceeding to the island, prepared
plans for the camp which were delivered to Headquarters
when he returned on 8th December, Owing to the total
evacuation being ordered the winter rest camp plan was
abandoned.

On 16th December we moved into the line and relieved
the 8th Light Horse Regiment, which was holding part of
the sector on Rhododendron Spur, On the same night the
operation of evacnating Gallipell was commenced. A party
of ten from our squadron left with the first troops, On the
nights of the 17th and 15th, similar parties left with other
troops for Lemmnos.

On the 19th we were given various jobs te do, such as
thie lighting of fires in various places to deceive the enemy
in regard to our diminishing numbers, During the evening
we were kept busy setting up rifleg in the trenches, to which
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contrivances had been attached for the purpose of dis-

charging them at varyving intervals after our depariure from
the trenches,

Major Parsons left on the second night, taking all with
Illlp but the following:—Major 8. W. Barlow, Capt. P. I.
Bailey, Capt. . B. Ragless, Lt, J. H. Shearer, Capt. W.
E_vamg {M.O.), and a party of 60 other ranks. On the lagt
night, thizs party, the last of the 9th Regiment, left at
I pom, and were carrled from Willlams' Pier by lighter to

:1]19 battleship “Mars" at 1 a.m. We arrived at Lemnos at
AWIL

) From Lemnos we proceeded to Egypt. and concentrated
'ﬁ_’tth the 9th Light Horse Regiment at Heliopolis Hacecourse
Canmp, and, on re-origination of that regiment, the majority

of ua were absorbed. We were re-equipped and put through
a course of training,

CHAPTER IV.
EVACUATION OF GALLIPOLIL

One of the greatest military and naval achievements
of this or any other age was the evacuation of the British
troops from the Gallipoli Peninsula.

It was an evacuation that developed Into a stealthy,
organised, vel perforee immeasurably slow retreat from
under the very muzzles of the Turkish guns. It has been
said that the audacity of the plan contributed largely to lis
success, That Is true; but It was not that kind of audacity
that impels men, in the heat of a2 moment, to perform great
deeds in the face of overwhelming odds, It was a calm,
thoughtful, studied audacicusness that contemplated every
move and countermove, every action and reaction in a
dalicate and dangerous enterprise. T'he plans covered every
phase of a successiul retreat, and more—they uunlemplagm
failore! At the Island of Lemnos nearby, scores of hig
transports were made ready to transport the woun _Ia-n]
which, in the event of failure, was estimated to total at least
15,000, Both military and regular hospitals at Lemnoz were
cleared of their inmates, and every available building that
could be used In an emergency was made ready.

Hitherto the sick and slightly wounded were placed in
hospitals on the Peninsula, but now the eircumatances were
altered and they were evacuated. The troops were divided
into.groups, and the groups subdivided into small parties,
each man knowing the duties he had to perform, and the
exact hour of his departure, As near as possible the daily
routine was unaltered. Small boats steamed into the cove
by day, but at nightfall they slipped away from the friendly
gloom of the beach, bearing their quota of departing troops.
The best of our horses, mules and donkevs were taken off the
Peningula, The remainder, classed “unfit for further ser-
viee," were destroyed—poor recompense for faithful service
amongst such man-made dangers as they endured—and one
of the saddest incidents of the evacuation.

One of the first moves in the great scheme of deceiving
the enemy was the “silent stunt.” We manned our trenches
a5 usual, but we were under striet orders not to fire a shot,
unless we were attacked. There was to be no talking, no
haphazard wanderin g aver skylines or high ground, In fact,
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our trenches must be kept as silent as the strip of "No
Man's Land” between, The silent ruse had its effect on the
enemy. He became jumpy and unsetiled, and at times
blasted our trenches with everything he had. On the third
day, the Turk could stand the suspense no longer, =0 he
gent g strong party across to mvestigate the cause of the
gllence. They came to within 10 yards of our lines when
we opened fire, at which they beat a hasty retreat, leaving
20 of their number dead and more than 50 wounded, and
so the first of a serles of “silent stunts” came to an end,

We were told that the evacuation would be completed
on the night of the 19th-20th of December, On the evening
of 18th December (the second last night of the evacuation
the troops remaining numbered 20,700; of these 10,700 were

to be taken off that night in three embarkations, as
follows:—

FFirat embarkation .. = ve 4,700
Second embarkation e ve 3200
Third embarkation .. o R L

The remaining 10,000 were distributed over three em-
barkations for the night of 19th December, a8 follows:—

First embarkation .. P ve 4,000
Second embarkation " .. 000
Third and final embarkation L. 2,000

On the evening of 18th December, 1915, an Army Corps
Order reading as follows was issued:—

“The Army Corpz Commander wishes all ranks
of the Divigion to be Informed of the operations that
are about to take place and a meszsage conveyed to
them from him to say that he deliberately takes them
into his eonfidence, trusting to their diseretion and
high soldierly qualities to carry out a task, the zue-
cegz of which will largely depend on their own in-
dividual efforts.

“If every man makes up hiz mind that he will
leave the trenches quietly when his turn comes, and
see that evervbody else doeg the same, and that up
till that time he will carry on as usual, thers will be
no difficulty of any kind, and the Army Corps Com-
mander relies on the good sense and proved trust-
worthiness of every man of the corps to ensure that
this is done.

“In ecase, by any chance, we are attacked on
either day, the Army Corps Commander is confident
that the men who have to their eredit such deeds as
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the original landing at Anzae, the repulse of the big
Turkish attack on 15th May, the capture of Lone
Pine, the Apex and Hill 60, will hold their ground
with the same wvalour and steadfastness as hereto-
tore, however small In numbers they may he. He
wishes all men to understand that it is impossible for
the Turks to know or tell what our numbers are,
even up to the last portion of ‘C' Party on the last
night, as long as we stand our groumd.”

The personnel of the small parties which would hold
the key positions on the last night on Gallipoli were selected,
and for them life meant one round of lectures and more
lectures. Twice a day they reported to Brigade Headguar-
ters for instruetion. Under no cireumstances—they were
toll—would any troops be disembuarked uafter they were
placed on the boatg, In the event of an attack by the enemy,
those left in the trenches must attempt to hold their ground
unaided. Many of these parties were nol more than 20
strong, and this small party would eventually hold a line of
trenches ordinarily occupied by 200 troops. An ingenious
seheme was devised to maintain a fitful firing from ome,
trenches during the last night and after we had goneé,
Loaded rifles were set with sandbags at the loopholes. #
kerosene tin of water was fastened above each one, and
below, depending from their triggers by a wire, was an
empty can, placed in such a position that as the water
trickled slowly from a hole in the upper can, it fell into the
lower one, and when the necessary pressure was obtained
the rifle was discharged. Meanwhile the holes in the cans
were stopped with wooden plugs, to be relea sed when all
was ready. By having graded holes in the cans, numerojus
rifles could be made to fire at different intervals.

Bombs with long slow fuses were also thrown over our
parapets. These would explode long after we had left the
trenches.

In the early hours f the morning of 18th December, a
fire broke out in the central block of the supply-dump at
North Beach, Anzac, and being fed by cases of biscults,
tinmed meat, and drums of oil, it soon enveloped the whole
atack. As the mighty flames leapt skywards dnd dense
columns of smoke drifted inland, a Turkish gin behind
Gaba Tepe opened fire on the beach and there was a tense
moment of uncertainty whilst the Australians wondered
whether the ineident would reveal the true position of
affairs to the enemy. The erratic nature Of the shelling,
however, made it clear that his shelling®at that moment




— —

——

T EERTRRE S—

26 HISTORY OF 1lth LIGHT HORSE REGIMENT

was a mere coineldence. There s no doubl that he saw the
fire and probably believed it had been cauzed by his own
ghells, The actual cause of the fire was never ascertained,
but it is generally believed to have been accidental,

On the morning of the nineteenth the weather looked
threatening, and we speculated on the likelihood of experi-
encing yvet another severe Aegean storm, The racent fall
of snow had thawed, leaving the ground its natural red-
rown eolour. From each post to the jetty of embarkation,
the best path and one already familiar to us was marked,
Cin this track scraps of cloth and rice and flour had been
strewn so that the parties would not lose their way in the
darkness. Every definite turn in the pathway was indicated
by a biscult tin placed in a shallow hole, and in which a
candle burned. The tin was pertorated in the design of a
letter of the alphabet. If there were five turns in the road
you {raversed, the first tin vou came to showed the letter V,
the next W, and so on untll finally the last turn, quite cloze
to the pier and the spot where all the paths convergoed, hore
the letter Z. '

The last parties were not encumbered with rifles or
equipment; all they carried was a haversack of bombs,
Pieces of blanket wrapped around their boots muffled their
tread to a spectre-like guietness. Immense stacks of aban-
doned stores were dumped on the beach and soaked with
petrol and kerosene in readiness for the valedictory bon-
fres. Our gunboats moved slowly about the adjacent
waters, in readiness to pour a heavy fire into the Turkigh
redoubts. Four ponderous monitors stood in the offing,
thelr outlines throwing a grim silhouette against the crim-
gon of an evening sky.

In the early part of that last night, long lines of silent
marchers threaded their way to the beach and the waiting
boats. As the night wore on the parties arriving at the
beach were smaller and the intervals between their arrival
grew longer. Finally, the last handful of Anzacs stood upon
the beach walting for the last boat to take them off. Be-
hind them the steep hills of Gallipoli reared in silhouette
againet a starlit sky. On the glopes and spurs and plateaux
whera the deserted trenches lay, the “set” rifles eracked
like the ghostly sniping of a phantom army. At 4 o'clock
a small boat slipped into the pier, and at ten past four
erept silently away, bearing the last of the Anzacs.

The seemingly Impossible had been accomplizshed.
Anzac was evacuated without casualties,
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The German military correspondent of the “Rossische
Zeitung" in Turkey wrote:

“As long as wars last, the evacuation of Suvla and
Anzac will stand before the eyes of all strategists as a
hitherto unattained masterpiece,”

The following special order was izsued by Lieut.-
General 8ir Alexander Godley, K.CM.G,, C.B,, commanding
Australian and New Zealand Army Corps:—

“The Army Corps Commander has recolved for transmlssion
to ull ranks of the Army Corpz congraiulations from 3ir Charles
Munro, the Commandor-in-Chief, and Sir Wiliam Birdwood, com-
manding the Dordanelles Army, on the successinl conduct of the
difficolt and delicate operation of withdrawing from the Gallipol
Penknsula. To f{orwarding these messages to the troops, Sir
Alexander Godley wishes to expresa to all officers and N.C.0O'8
and men his thunks for the loval eo-operation and his admiration
of the stendiness and coolness with which they earried ont the
orders. Had it not been that evervone played his part thorooghiy
and eficiently, this mo=t dificull task could nol huve been ear-
ried to such a successiul conclusion.

“Australians and New Zealanders bhave pdded yet anather
gallant feat of arms to the already notable record of achievemsant
of which thelr Dominijons are so justly prond.”

A summary of easualties in the Regiment during the
period 29th August, 1915, to 19th December, 1915, is s
follows:

Killed In action .. i i = 9 i

Digd of wounds . - . s 7
Died of disease .. oh are o 6
Wounded .. i o s i D

79

The treops were taken back to the training eamps of
Egypt, and by the end of December the worn and shapeless
hats of the Gallipoli diggers were familiar sights again in
the streets and bazaars of Cairo,

REFLECTIONS.

While the evacuation was in progress there was little
or no speculation amongst the Australians as to whether
or not the Turks were aware of our plans to retire. Every
man taking part in the operation had a definite, and, in
fact, individual task to perform and he tackled it with a
conseiousness that precluded theorising, Afterwards, how-
ever, in the camps of Egypt and the highways and byways
of Sinai and Palestine there was much idle, and at times
animated discussion amongst our men in debate on the
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question. Some were convineed that no troops could with-
draw from trenches thirty feet from an enemy (such as
ours were in some places on Gallipoli) without being dis-
covered, and based their premises accordingly. The oppos-
ing faction contended that the characteristics of the Turk
and the German were such that they would not permit
either to stand by passively while an enemy retired peace-
fully from the shadow of his fortresses,

The evidence of eyewitnesses stationed on oup U~
boats lving off Anzac Cove on the morning of 20th Deceni-
ber, enemy despatches and the correéspondence subse-
quently seen, reveals that neither the Turks nor their Ger-
man masters had the slightest knowledge of our plans to
evacuate Gallipoli. In the closing days the enemy did notice
certain abnormalities, but he failed to interpret them cor-
rectly, For example, the concentration of British ships at
Imbros, “emitting much smoke,” signalled the approach of
heavy reinforcements; lights observed near the shore in-
dicated the landing of troops; the explosion of the bizg mine
at The Nek just before daylight on the morning of the 20th
was helieved to be the signal for a British attack along the
whole front, and so, while the remnant of that gallant force
padded silently down the hills and gullies to the waiting
boats, the Turks erouched in their trenches tensely waifing
an event that never happened. When zero tlme eame the
Australians were many miles away,

All doubts are dispelled by the German Commander,
Liman von Sanders, in his account of the campaign written
after the war, when he writes:—*The intention of evacuat-
ing the Peninsula was naturally not known to us, and
didn’t become so even to the very last moment—"'

The Australian soldier was always interested to know
the Turkish soldier's reactions when he discovered the
Anzacs” magieal disappearance, and an observer in the ship
“Grafton,” lying off Anzac Cove, has left an intriguing re-
cord of the scene as it appeared from the evening of the
14th to the morning of the 20th. This extract Is quoted
orom the work of the Commonwealth Offieial Historian,

" pm.—Nothing .{i.s,; nothing abnormal}.

“HAL pa—"Mars" passes, steamlng quickly cloge in towards

fire (Le., the remains of the fire on North Beuchl.

“8.30 p.m.—"Mars” passed ws with 2000 troops on hoard. Moon

hehind clouds. Beachy (the Turkish gun in the Olive
Grovel wag not shelling—at any rate, till & o'cloek. Tha
ordinary rattle of fifle fire comes [rom the direction of
The Wek . o .. The hig whaledtke shape of Sari Bair
ngainet the faint misty sky, A fire or two burnine steadily.
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One of our fleld-guns at Suvla iz firlng. The rattle from
Anzac s like a low erackling fire: that ai Suvia like a
kottle of waler hoiling, A bomb haz fazhed on The Nek—
then o dull report.

This ship iz st anchor on & perfectly silky sea, A
degtroyer is moving acrosz the suirface of —very slowly,
like & black cot—200 yards o port. I can héar the rustle
of her bows moving thro' the zilky water, A bomb at
Hill G0,

It s about & o'clock. An {deal nlght for the joh. No
shipa (only a féw lights) visible at Suvin. One ship about
a mile on our port beam. Barely a wrinkle on the water,
Soft ale from the north, Moon al present gquite Invisible,
The wash of the destroyer has been lapping agpinst our
shde ke the wavelets on the edge of o pond.

“H0 pom.—Three ships Juet gone In. Twelve cutters should be
leaving Watson's,

115 pom—Flve (rawlers coming ont with cutters in tow.

214 a.m—Bomhb on Apox,

“2.21 pm —Something sounding ke o mine at Suvia.

“8.26 a.m~—Bomb at Walker'z (Le., Russell's Top). Somebody has
brightened up the incinerator on Shell Green,

“2.80 am.—A thick mist has gone over the moon,

Y248 am—"Mnpxim' on the left in three burstz; Little Table Top
light still bright. iy

“2.50 a.m—CQmite s Talr amount of firlng, all from the centre;”
Bomb al The Nek, ]

“3.36 am—PFirlng sl heavy right to extreme: right, 'Beuuhjr‘
burst a shell over Artillery Road,

YEA0 am—Dull eound as of gun being blown up.

“3453 sm.—. . ., Flashes of rifles on Sniper's Nest, 1

346 n.m.—Heavy machine gun action. %

“4.0 am.—Fire ot Anzic has almoat cegsed oxcepl & few fashes,

(Author's note.—As the diarist was making this entry
the last lighter was leaving the pler with its last load of
aoldiers, The personnal of the only parly now remaining
wits: Brigadier-General J. Paton, Brigadier-General B, A.
Wisdom, Rear-Admiral €. M. Staveley, Captain C. AL
Littler {two others unknownd,

Thiz party waited on the beach for tem minutes in
case nny siragglera arvived, but as pone eame they em-
harked In Staveley's steam-hoat, the last to leave being
Baton himeelf.)

“4.26 a.m~—Firing falvly constant,

6.0 nom.—Turks still firlng, No one ashore, Macline gun going
Every now and then,

"B Ih—Turks £till sending an ocessional eniping shot at our
tremchea,  Little Table Top light still burning.

“6.40.—Turks =till aniping st Anzae.

“B.0 mom—Turks five has practically ceased except . . . shots from
near Nek (ory No. 1 Post. Pler lights and Table Top light
gtill burning,

4% am—Olive Grove and other batlerles opened heavy borm-
bardment on Anzse pogition—very wild. Shells bursting
all over position.
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question. Some were convineed that no troops could with-
draw from trenches thirty feet from an enemy (2uch as
ours were in some places on Gallipoli) without being dis-
covered, and based their premises accordingly. The oppos-
ing faction contended that the characteristics of the Turk
and the German were such that they would not permit
either to stand by passively while an enemy retired peace-
fully from the shadow of his fortresses,

The evidence of eyewitnesses stationed on our gun-
boats lying off Anzac Cove on the morning of 20th Decem-
ber, enemy despatehes and the correspondence subse-
quently seen, reveals that neither the Turks nor their Cer-
man masters had the slightest knowledge of our plans to
evacuate Gallipoli. In the cloging days the enemy did notice
certain abnormalities, but he failed to interpret them cor-
rectly, For example, the concentration of British ships at
Imbros, “emitting much smoke,” signalled the approach of
heavy reinforcements; lights observed near the shore in-
dicated the landing of troops; the explosion of the hig mine
at The Nek just before daylight on the morning of the 20th
was believed to be the signal for a British attack along the
whole front, and so, while the remnant of that gallant foree
padded silently down the hills and gullies to the waiting
boats, the Turks erouched in their trenches tensely walting
an event that never happened., When zero time came the
Australians were many miles away,

All doubts are dispelled by the German Commander,
Liman von Sanders, in his account of the campaign written
after the war, when he writes:—*“The Intention of evacuat-
ing the Peninsula was naturally not known to us, and
didn't become g0 even to the very last moment—"'

The Australian soldier was always interested to know
the Turkish soldier's reactions when he discovered the
Anzacs' magical disappearance, and an obgerver in the 2hip
“Grafton,” lying off Anzac Cove, has left an intriguing re-
cord of the scene as it appeared from the evening of the
14th to the morming of the 20th. This extract is quoted
Jrom the work of the Commonwealth Official Historian,

“ p.m—Nothing .(ie, nothing abnormaly,

“h.40 pm.—"Mara” passges;, stenming quickly close in lowsards

fire {L.e., the remaing of the fire on Narth Beach),

"8.A0 pan—"Mars” pasaed us with 2.000 troops on board. Moon

biotilnd elonds.  Beachy (the Torkish gon In the Ollve
Grove) was not shelling—at any rate, il § o’clock. The
ovdinary 1iltls of rifle fire comes from the direction of
The Nek . . . . The biz whale-ike shape of Sarl Balr
agnainet the faint misty =ky. A flre or two burning stead{ly.
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One of our feld-guna at Sovia I8 fiving. The rattle from
Anzhe §s Hke a low erackling five; that -at Suvis like &
kottle of weter bofling. A bomb hos fashed on The Nek-
then & dull report.

This ship 8 at anchor on a perfectly silky sen, A
destroyer 1s moving across the surface of ft—very =lowly,
like & blaclk cat—200 yards (o porl. I can bear the rustle
of ‘her bowg moving thro' the silky water, A bomb at
Hill &0,

It is about # o'clock., An ldeal night for the job, No
ships (only a few lighits} vizibleé nt Savia. One ship about
o mile on our port beam, Barely a wrinkle on the water,
Soft alr from the north, Moon zt preseni gulte Imvizsfble.
Thi wish of the destroyer haz been lapping agalnst our
#lde ke the wavelets on the edge of a pond,

S0 pom,—Three ships Just gone in. Twelve cutters should he
leaving Walson's:

10,15 pm.—Plve trewlers coming out with cutlers in tow.

“214 am~Bomlb on Apex.

“2.21 . —EBomething sounding like a mine ai Suvia,

225 a.m.—Bomb at Walker's (Le, Russell’s Top). Somehody has
brightened up the incinerstor on Shell Green,

230 am—A thick mist has pone over the moon,

248 um.—"Moxim’ on the left in three bursts, Little Table Top
leht still bright. -

258 a.m,—Quite . a fair amonnt of Aring, nll from the centrd®
Bomb nt The Nek, i

886 am~Firing &till heavy right to extreme right, 'Bﬂaeh;'
hurst a shell nver Artlllery Road,

8530 am.—Dull sound @@ of gun being blown up.

345 am.—. .. Flashes of rifles on Sniper's Nest, !

“3.48 a.m.—Heavy machine gun actlon, o

“4.0 sk —Flre at Anzac has almost censed except a few flashes.

(Author's note—As the dlarist was making this entry
the last ilghtey was leaving the pler with its last load of
soldiers. The personnel of the only party now remaining
was: Brigadier-General J. Paton, Brigadier-General E. A,
Wiadom, Rear-Admiral C, M, Staveley, Captain €. A.
Littler (two others unknown).

Thiz party walted on the beach for ten minutes in
cafe any stragglers arvived, bul as none came they em-
barked in Staveley's steam-boat, the last to leave being
Poton himself.)

426 am.—Firing fairly constant,

"B0 om—Turks atill firing, No one ashore. Machine gun going
every now and then,

0.0 —Turke stlll sending an occasfonsl sniplng zhot al oor
trenches,  Little Table Top light still burning.

“6 40 —Turks still snipinz at Anzac,

"B.0 d.m.—Turks fire has practically ceased sxcept . . . shots rom
near Nek (or) No, 1 Post. Fier lights and Table Top Heht
s5till bBurning,

"6.45 a.m.—Olive Grove and other batterles opened heavy hom-
burdment on Anzac position—very wild, Shells hursting
all over position,
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G oum—Signal to ‘Graften’: 'All ships to prepare to open fire
on mule carts and storea (16, those sbandoned by the
A, & NEZ Army Corps). As all wounded have heen
evacunted, fiving can, b made withoot danger.
" tI.irl'lttl|Illl'dl'1:l'¢tl| iby Turkizh guns) still going on; very
gl
“AL 745 wme—{Enemy’s} shelling stopped and crowds of Turks
en be seen ranning all over our trenches, We ore going
Ly fire on stores on besch,”
The diary ends.
fAnthor's Note.—This wasa the aciual moment when the Turks
discovered that our trenches were degerted and realised
that Lhe Australinne had zone,)
And so the story of Anzac draws to & close, There
i little to add except that the gunboats completed the job
by pouring a terrific fire into the dumps of stores on the
beach, and Captain Grace; of the “Grafton,” turned his
G-inch guns vupon the enemy, bursting salvoes along the
trenches near Brown's Dip, a finale that may be aptly
termed a4 “coup de grace™

On Gallipoli the Australian foree lost in all 26,094 men,
and the New Zealanders 7.571;: of the Australians 7,594
were killed, of the New Zealanders 2,431, The total British
loss was 119,696, and that of the Freneh 27,004, The logses
of the enemy are given by Liman von Sanders as 218,000,
the number killed being 66,000, J

CHAPTER V.
EGYPT AND REORGANISATION.

Immediately after the evacuation of Gallipoli, the
squadrons of the 11th Light Horse remained attached to
the regiments with which they fought on Gallipoli, and,
on returning to Egypt, were loeated at the following men-
tioned places:—

“AY Bauadron and Machine Gun Section with
the 2nd Light Horse Begiment at Aerodrome Camp,
Heliopolis; “B" Sguadron with the 5th Light Horse
at Maadi, and *C” Squadron and Headgquarters Staff
with the 9th Light Horse at Racecourse Camp,
Heliopolis.

These regiments now began the serious work of re-.
organisation. and, to all intents and purposes, our squm],‘?_-'-!
rons were gradually being absorbed by them.

As individual soldiers we had pleasant associationd”
with members of these regiments, and, by reason of our
service on Gallipoli together, there were many soldierly
bonds between us, but, on the other hand, we of the 11th -
Light Horse were members of an original regiment, and
had a definite identity which we wanted to preserve,

For a period of six weeks, while dismounted train-
ing wag being carried out, it appeared that a reunion of
the old regiment would not be realized, and rank uneer-
tainty reigned amongst uvs. During this time, it was even
rumoured that we were to be attached to the 4th Austra-
lian Infantry Division. And then, quite suddenly, on the
12th Fehruary, 1916, a day that should be remembered
and celebrated hy every 11th Light Horseman, the G.0.C.
in Egypt signed an order for the reorganisation of the
Regiment az a mounted unit under our previous Com-
mander, Lieut.-Colonel W, Grant.

The Squadrons’ Headguarters and Machine Gun See-
tion were reassembled at No, 2 Oasiz Camp, about two
miles from Heliopolis, and approximately 12 miles from
Cairo,

]-Ip]ic:qoﬁlis (City of the Sun) waz one of the most
extensive ¢ities of Egypt during the reign of the Pharaohs
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and also an important seat of learning. We are fold that
Plato and many of his contemporaries became associated
with its famous schools and universities. Joseph and Mary
of Nazareth are said to have rested here with the infant
Jeaus, Heliopolis was the scene of many ancient battles
for supremacy amongst the warlike tribes of Egypt, and
in more recent times (the yvear 1800}, the acene ot a great
hattle between the French and the Turks, in which the
latter were deleated. In 1915 we saw Heliopolis as a
modern town with expansive streets and magnificent
buildings., The Palace Hotel, erected in 1912, was said to
be one of the finest in the world.: with appointments more
elaborate than many of the best hotels in Europe and
America. An electric train service connected it with Cairo,
and a palatial casino was erected in the hotel grounds.
At the outbreak of war, Heliopolis was considered the
playground of Egypt, but soon afterwards the military
authorities annexed the Palace Hotel for use ag an hos-
pital for wounded soldiers, renaming it No. 1 Aust ralian
General Hospital, The old Grand Continental building at
Gazeirah, near Cairo, was annexed, and used as No. 2
Australian General Hospital.

Many of the Australians will remember Heliopolis
because of its famous Luna Park, which was certainly the
plaveround of the Diggers camped within donkev-ride of
the town. The troops worked hard during the period of
reorganization, but, despite the long hours, or, perhaps,
hecause of them, liberal periods of leave were granted
to enable us to visit Cairo and other places of interest
along the Nile.

The Egyptian Railway Department catered for three
classes of passengers, hut the Digger, with his usual in-
difference to rules and regulations, frequently travelled
first class on a third class ticket, or more often than not
failed to buy a ticket at all. Such conduct, of course, could
not he overlooked, so the military authorities issued an
edict to the effect that the rank and file must in future
travel third class on the Egvptian Railways, and thereby
hangs a tale. A trooper in this Regiment was arrested by
the military police and charged with travelling in &
zepond class compartment. In due course he came up for
trial and was summarily fined in aceordance with Army
order so-and-so. That night a wag in the Regiment gave
the matter serious thought, with the result that the fol-
lowing verse, in relation to the incident, appeared on the
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regimental notice board next morning at our camp at
Heliopolis:
“There he stood, dejected in his mien,
(n either side hiz captors’ bayvanets gleam,
Disgraced, dishonoured, his death his country’s gain,
He dared to travel second in a dirty ‘Gippo’
train.”
The author of this piece of zatire was a fellow in the
11th Regiment by the name of Anonymous.

The original 4th Brigade comprised the 11th, 12th
and 13th Regiments, but as the 13th was required for ser-
vice overseas, the 4th Regiment took its place in the
Brigade. The old colours of maroon and gold were dis-
carded and replaced by green and blue,

While awaiting the arrival of horses, dismounted
drill and musketry practice were carried out, and on the
9nd March, 30 horses were drawn from the Hemount
Depot, and, on the 20th March, 74 mules were taken ¥
atrength for tranzport work. On the 5th April, we drew
a further 185 horses from the Depot at Maadi, and for the
next few days the work of the Regiment was confined to
exercising the horses and preparing them for the desert
campaign ahead of us. On the morning of the 26th April,
the Regiment, less “B” Squadron, left Oasis Camp for the
training grounds of Tel-el-Kebir. A large camp of Aus-
tralian and Imperial Infantry had been eatablizshed here,
and the Regiment supplied mounted patrols for the camp.

The following promotions and transfers were listed
at this date :—

Major 8. W, Barlow appointed to the command of
the 2nd Australian Light Horse Regiment. Major J. W.
Parzons promoeted to second-in-command of the Regiment.
Capt. P. J. Bailey promoted to Major, and to have com-
mand of “0" Squadron. Capt. L. 8. Alexander appointed
Adjutant of the Regiment.

Major Siekman and Capt. Ragless were transferred
to the 9th Regiment and Lieut. Mackrell to the 2nd
Regiment,

Tel-el-Kehir has a rich historical backeround.
Through the ages great armies have fought across its arid
wastes Lo gain possession of the rich Delta lands of Egyot.
Its battlefields were the gateways to Cairo and the Nile.
]
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Over this region, in ages now dim in history, passed the
invading hordes bent on plundering the prosperous sub-
jects of the Pharachs. Here the warlike Romans fought
to establish an Empire, and here, too, trod the conguering
Turks of the middle ages to imposze thelr stern rule over
the “fellahin.”

Over this country Napoleon marched his “Army of
Egvpt,” to traverse the eastern shores of the Levant. Nor
have victoriez been won in this region solely by foreign
troops, Still visible above the sandvy wastes of Tel-el-
Kehir are the ramparts captured by the British troops
under Sir Garnet Wolseley in 1882,

The ravages of wind and rain had smoothed the
original sharp lines of trench and rampart to humps and
mere depressions. But time could scarcely dim our vision
of the bold lines of British soldiers who dashed across
hera on that early September morn to drive Arvabi Pasha
and his army from the trenches, The defeat at Tel-el-
Kebir was the end of Pasha, for within a few daws, his
scattered army was disbanded, and thus was begun that
military control of Egypt by the British which has
endured to our own day.

So much for the glorious historical background of
Tel-gl-Kebir. To us it was & hard and exacting camp.
Our horseg, for the most part, were raw and untrained,
and we apent long hours on the hot, dusty plains teach-
ing them the drill of a mounted unit. Besides this. we
had long treks, mounted, and at times on foot, to help
accustom man and horse to desert conditions. The
meagre water supply (purposely meagre) on such
occasions was a prediction of the davs ahead, when we
would be marching or riding or fighting across the water-
less wastes of Sinai,

On 17th May, the Regiment, with the exception of
“B" Sguadron, which was left to take care of the horses,
entrained at Tel-el-Kebir en route for Serapeum, on the
Buez Canal., Here we detrained, and, erossing the canal,
marched along a narrow gauge railwayv a distance of
eight miles to a post known as “Serapeum Railhead.” We
supported the 13th Infantry Brigade and occupied the
lines of defence at night, On 13th June an enemy 'plane
bombed our camp, but no casualties occurred.

On 19th June the Regiment took over the complete
defence of the railhead, constructing trenches, erecting
barbed wire, and otherwise consolidating the position.
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Early morning patrols were sent out beyond our lines
to test the strength of the enemy and discover his
activities.

At the end of June, “B"” Bquadron moved from Tel-
el-Kebir to Moascar with 208 horses and 48 mules, and
on 5th July the Regiment was relieved at Serapeum and
joined “B” Sguadron at Moascar.

The following mentioned N.C.0.s were com-
missioned: R.8.M. G, H. Hoffman, Sgt. J. 8. Bartlett, Sgt.
L. 8. Gordon,

Moascar is located on the Cairo—Port Said Railway,
and was the largest Australian Light Horse Detail Base
west of the canal It also supported the largest remount
depot in Egvpt.

On 9th July the Regiment, now fully equipped and
mounted, left Moascar for El Ferdan and Ballah, two
small military posts on the western side of the Suez
Canal.

L

L



CHAPTER VL

SINAL
Desert Patrols.

After leaving Moascar, our objective was an oufpost
at Bally Bunion, on the ¢astern shore of the Canal, where
we intended to establizh g base for patrol work, and accord-
ingly ome officer and 30 other ranks were sent there to erect
astables to accommodate our horses, and the Regiment
followed on the 20th July,

Sinai is a land of fine, white sand, of easy ascents and
soft descents, and for the most part it is waterless, In many
places the sand is perhaps finer than any sand you have
ever seen, and when the sirong winds sweep across the
desgert's dusty face the contour of a sand dune may be
changed overnight. A huge hump on a dune may be
fattened in & few howrs, and a peak raigzed on its other
extremity where one never exisied before,

Beginning in mid-March, a strong hot south-westerly
wind sweeps across the Arabian and Egyptian deserts, and
lasts for more than two months. The Arabs know it as the
Khamsin season, and it is8 a very difficult period for the
nomads of the desert, the caravans passing (hrough, or any
traveller who happens to be abroad at such a time. At the
height of this desert hurricane, the sun loses its glare, the
air iz filled with thick clouds of flying sand and dust, which
cut the skin, and the light of midday has the semblance of
dusk. The whole of the desert becomes an infernal region,

0Of course, it iz not always s0. In normal times, the
days are hot and the nights are cold, There are glorious
sunseta followed by cool, clear nights, when {loods of pale
moon and starlight transform the valleys and sand hills into
a veritable fairies' land. )

The greatest bugbear of the desert, of «course, ig its
meagre water supply. There are small pases of date palms
scattered throughout Sinal, many of them containing not
more than one or two small shallow wells of sweet water,
and in order to supplement thiz supply, cement eisterns
were built in the beds of the principal wadis (water
courses) which cross the peninsula. Occasionally there are
torrential raing in the high regions of Sinai, and this water
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sweeps down the wadis to fill the cisterns and thus provide
water for the caravans and travellers in the desert where
no oases exist,

The enemy relied upon these oases and cisterns to
maintain his troops in their attack upon the Suez Canal,
and their possession was equally important to us. At this
time our agents reported the presence of ahout 25,000
Turkish soldiers in Sinal,

There are three well-defined caravan routes traversing
the Desert of Sinai between Egypt and Palestine. The first
is the Northern or Coastal Route from Port Said, through
El Arish, to Gaza and Jerusalem. The second is the Central
Route, from Ismalia, on the Suez Canal, through the Great
Wadi um Muksheib, to Bir el Jifjaffa, thence to Bir el
Hassana, and so on through Southern Palestine to Beer-
shehia. The third is the Southern Route from Suez, passing
through Bir el Tawal, thence to Nekhl, the capital of Sinai,
and =0 on to Akaba and the land of the Hejaz, in Arabla.
This route is the Mosglem road to Mecea, but of all the
highways and byways into Egypt, the Central Caraxan
Route through Sinai is the oldest and has more histo 1
and scriptural associations than any other. £

The Queen of Sheba passzed along this road with her
glittering band, and, in fact, it was she who commanded the
building of the great cisterns of rock and masonry aloug
the Wadi um Muksheib, which stand there to-day. '"Twas
by this road, too, that the kindly parents of Jesus Ned with
thelr Infant to the safety of Egypt.

The central road had both geographieal and military
advantages over all other roads, and so, early in 1915,
Djemal Pasgha and his 4th Turkish Army used it in their
attack upon the Suez Canal. The populace of Turkey hailed
Djemal as the “Saviour of Egypt,” and on the eve of his
departure from Constantinople Djemal declared that he
would not retnrn to Turkey until he had conguered Egypt.

His vanity, together with his eagerness to swoop down
upon BEgypt, caused him (o under-estimate the fighting
qualities of the British soldlers. The invaders actually
reached the eastern bank of the Suez Canal; in fact, many
of the Turkizsh soldiers were already in pontoons on that
precious strip of blue water when the British went into
action. Diemal, after suffering casualties of more than
3.000, was defeated and hig army retired into the fasiness
of the Sinai Desert. Tt is little wonder that a man s0
supremely vain as Djemal Pasha regarded the defeat of his
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goldiera on the banks of the canal a5 a mere temporary set-
back, and with characteristic arrogance he deployed his
troops throughout the central and northern oases of Sinai
in preparation for a second attack upon Egypt.

Thiz turn of events caused the British High Command
in Egypt to feel the necessity of having a mobile force in
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:1“:_\ the desert; a force that could be broken into several small
\ Port Said | units fo stab the enemy’s oases, to harass his movements
Pebartam] \} - = and pester his organisation in vastly separat:m} places, and
it \:_——r-*"’-"" bl o Blardun e————— 1 b s thus l.tlE_‘ [',‘;r,mel‘[_“_'ﬂrps, the Anzac Mounted Diviglon and the

% || Romagi-= 3 jan Coravan Reouts Desert Flving Column were bhorm.
E‘ Kantasa Later the 11th Regiment wag to become a part of the
i Degert Flying Column, but for the time being we operaied

'r;:H;::" e from Bally Bunlon as a distinct unit.

lsmadialle < rupeum H,,MM_' TR r.-' ' On the 22nd July, the regiment, less "B Bguadron,
) - M'ﬂ'“ - moved out on patrol to Hod el Aras and Bir el Jefeir. After

a brief rest the column moved on to the oages of Khar Wa
Khurier and Heod el Simara. The Turks had retired from
the pases at Jefeir and Bada, and it was decided to improve
the water supply at these places for our own use in antiei-
pation of the campaign ahead of us. Owing to the sagdy
nature of the country the wells we dug had to be timberefl,
the timber required being transported from the Suez Cajfjal
on camels, Completing this work, the regiment moved trom
Bally Bunion to El Ferdan railhead, a few miles to the south,
At this post we came under orders of the General Officer
commanding “C" subsection, No, 2 Section, Canal Defences,
On the 80th July, patrols were sent to reconnoitre and dig
wells at Kl Mahadat, and on the following day orders were
received to the effect that the regiment would be attached
to the Desert Mobile Column (or the Flying Column, as it
was called) in the coming operations against the enemy,
who was then reported to be advancing against the canal
"B" Squadron, under the command of Major J. Loynes, a
seasomed soldier of the South African campaign, was
| selected to form a flying ezcort between railhead and El
| Mahadat, where a base was established. On the Znd August

two troops of “B” Sguadron provided “safe conduct” for

artillery units which moved forward to Mahadat, On the

4th the remainder of the regiment moved out from Ferdan

railhead with the Mobile Column, watered the horses at

Mahadat, and moved on to Hod el Bada, 16 miles from rail-
| head, where we bivouacked for the night. At thiz point the

Imperial Camel Corps, another unit of the Mobile Column,
| moved independently to the south to reconnoitre the oasis
.I of Hod el Bayoud, and the regiment moved on to Mageibra,
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a Turkish outpost 14 miles to the north-east. The enemy
retired, leaving us to capture his wells, pumping plant,
water troughs and wireless station,

gergeant John Merson, of “A" Squadron, and ten men
were sent forward to patrol the area on our front, and with
very commendable courage and rezourcefulness the ser-
geant and his men surprized and captured a Turkish camp
guard of eight men, together with five hundred soldiers’
kits, a quantity of food and various articleg of equipnent.
[t iz worthy of note that these were the first Turkish sol-
diers captured by the 11th Light Horse Regiment in the
Sinai campaign.
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The 13th Togiment crossiig the Susz Canpl By Dontoon Lirkiles

Tlie wld rimparte of “Telel-Kebir whers the Britlsh Troops, under Bir
Garnet Wolsclex, defeated the Arabs In 1852,
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Phe oasiz at Hod el Bayoud, where o troop of tha 1ith Reglment
waz attacked by the Turks while watering hor=es,

Major Geofirey L Yernom, MO Medical Officer, 1lth Lilght Horse

Camal  Transport bringlng  uap  ratians and  water during the
Regiment, Febronry, IH4. 1o MNovember, 1017,

sneagement at Aweldia and Bay ud,




i CHAPTER VIL
BATTLES OF AWEIDIA AND BAYOUD.

| On the morning of the Tth August, the Desert
Column was hastily drawn up at Mageibra and ordered
to advance and attack the enemy’s left flank. The column
comprised the 11th Light Horse Regiment, a regiment
of City of London Yeomanry, and the 4th, 6th, 9th and
10th companies of the Imperial Camel Corps, all of
which were under the command of Colonel C. L. Smith,
V.C. At daybreak, we moved quietly out of the camp
and advanced to Bir el Aweidia, a distance of four miles,
without encountering the enemy. The country here was
made up of a seriez of small sand hills packed closely
Turkish prisoners captured ot Awellia belng  inferrosated by together with narrow strips of desert gorse bush filling
Lleut, -Codone] Grant In the Omsls ot Med e Bayouil, th.E l'ﬂ.‘-"in('S. 'H. was rifﬁi{'uh {:ﬂuuti'}' for F(‘.[J"L'l.tinﬂ. -H-'ﬂd e
realised this, a mile or so beyond Aweidia, when our
advance guard, under Lieutenant F. Farlow, came withii,
a hundred wards of a Turkish outpost before eithdy
party was aware of the other’s presence. The Turks wexe
too dumbfounded to offer resistance, and endeavoured to
escape to their main line of defence, located on a long
narrow ridge in the background, Quickly recovering
1 from the first sharp shock of surprise, Lieutenant Far-
= low ordered his men to charge, and, with splendid dash,
they ralloped forward, capturing a number of Turks and
routing the remainder,
i Shortly afterwards, a time probably coincident with
: the arrival of the Turkish stragglers, who had escaped
to their own lines, the enemy opened fire on us with
shrapnel and machine gunz, We estimated that he had
four field batteries, twelve machine puns, and five hun-
dred rifles, whereas we had no artillery and only four
machine guns, and four Lewis guns to support our rifles.
We had moved very rapidly in our advance, and to such
an extent, in fact, that we were out of touch with the
Corps Commander’s Headquarters at Jaffier, Lieutenant-
Colonel Grant was the senior officer in the line, and he
assumed command of the column, his plan of attack being
ars follows :—
The 11th Regiment would make a frontal attack on
Typiosl Bedouin family of one of the nomadic tribes of Sinal the Turkizh [JDEﬁiﬂl“. whilat the ‘Irﬂcl‘mﬂ.ﬂr}'. and the
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Imperial Camel Corps would deploy to the morth and
south respectively, to harass the enemy’s flan ks.

His position overlooked a narrow plain on which
there was little cover for the purpose of an attacking
force. The gullies to this plain were well covered by his
artillery and machine gun fire, and it was apparent that
no good purpose would be served by a direct frontal
thrust. We were outnumbered when the battle com-
menced, and as the day wore on the enemy was heavily
veinforced from the north: this information being fur-
nished by one of our 'planes, which dropped messages
at intervals throughout the day.

Communications between sections of the Regiment
were maintained by flags and heliographs, In open
desert country the heliograph can be used over long dis-
tances, but here, owing to the mass of small hills, obser-
vation was limited, and five or six signalling stations had
to be established, where, ordinarily, two would have been
sufficient. This meant a shortage of signallers, and two
men were placed on stations normally oceupied by three,

Stations No. 1 and No. 2, important links in the
chain of eommunications, were controlled by Sergeant
J. McEligott and Corporal G. Groundwater respective-
1y, and both remained on duty for long periods without
rest, Furthermore, by sheer ability and perseverance,
they were successful in transmitting and receiving helio-
graph messages by moonlight, this being the first pccas-
ion when messages were transmitted in that manner with
any degree of success. Next day the Corps Commander,
Colonel C. L. Smith, V.C., visited both stations and con-
gratulated Sergeant McElligott and Corporal Ground-
water for their resourcefulness and devotion to duty;
both were mentioned in despatches,

L3 * L] L]

Our frontal attack on the enemy did not develop,
and on the morning of the 8th, we withdrew and con-
centrated our attack on his left flank and rear left flank.
We moved swiftly into the new position, and, at 10.30
a.m., the action commenced, By 12.30, the enemy hegan
to give ground, and, shortly afterwards, retired. The
Regiment had advanced a mile, fighting in dismounted
order from hill to hill. Suddenly, four columns of Turks
were seen retiving from high ground, near the pasis of
Hod el Beheir. The horses were rushed up, and, mount-
ing, the troopers gave chase, eapturing forty prisoners.

HISTORY OF 11th LIGHT HORSE REGIMENT 43

At this time the Imperial Camel Corps arrived,
taking up a position on the right of the Regiment. The
combined force drove the enemy out of an entrenched
position, and he retired northwards, linking up with his
main force in that area. His strength was eztimated at
1,500 rifles, 12 machine guns, and 6 field gFuns.

At 3 o'clock in the afterncon, our Q.C., Lieutenant-
Colonel Grant, was directing operations from the brow of
2 sand dune, when a sniper’s bullet passed through his
helmet, knocking it from his head. Those who witneszed
the oceurrence were always eager and proud to relate
how Colonel Grant stooped, without undue haste, recov-
ered his helmet, examined the bullet hole, and, replacing
hisnheadgenr, exclaimed, “My word, that was a close
Eﬂ "I'I

At 5 o'clock, orders were received from Desert
Column Headquarters to retire, but owing to a ghortage
of cacolets to convey our wounded from the scene of
action, the withdrawal was not effected until nightfall.
“B" Sguadron, under Major Lee, covered the retirement!gh
and the Regiment returned to Mageibra.

Our Medieal Officer, Captain G. H. Vernon, worked=
tirelessly throughout the engagement under the most
trying conditions, and frequently under fire. He was
short of medical supplies, water, and transport for the
wounded. On the last night of the engagement, he pene-
trated far bevond our lines alone, and at great personal
risk bandaged a wounded man and brought him back
to safety. He was awarded the Military Cross for gal-
lantry in the field.

Captain L. 8. Alexander, Adjutant of the Regiment,
was severely wounded while directing an attack, Our
total casualties during the engagement were one officer
wounded, four other ranks killed, and four other ranks
wounded.

On the 8th August the Regiment rested at Mageibra,
as both men and horses were beginning to feel the strain
of fighting under such fierce conditions, During the day
the heat was intense; at night it was cold, while food and
water were scarce. Our camp was formed in a depression
at the foot of Mageibra Hill, and the only shade in the
vicinity was a narrow latticed strip cast upon the sand by
a few withered date palm fronds that had been trans-
ported from an oasis fourteen miles away, The Army
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Medical Corps had thoughtfully carried them along to
provide a shade for the wounded. On the morning of the
9th, while the horses were being watered, an enemy
‘plane bombed our camp, stampeding the horses, many
of which were not recovered until several hours later.
That day we left Mageibra to relieve the City of London
Yeomanry, who were holding a position to the south at
Hill 286, near the oasis of Hod el Bayoud. After water-
ing our horses, we made camp with the Yeomanry, and
the 4th and 10th Companies of the Imperial Camel
Corps. At daybreak, three patrols under Lieutenants
Koch, Gee and Stumm were sent out to reconnoitre the
ground to the north-east, north, and east of our position,
and shortly afterwards two companies of the Camel
Corps were sent to occupy a forward position at Hod el
Homoasia, the Regiment being instructed to follow when
the horses were watered, In preparation for the advance,
the patrols were called in, and it was found that the
patrol under Lieutenant Koch had captured a Turkish
sniper. The other two patrols had sighted large parties
of Turks and many transport camels. There seemed to
be considerable movement in and around the Turkish
position. Having watered the horses, the Regiment ad-
vanced to a large dune at Hilu, and here our advance
guard was attacked by the enemy. Several troops were
rushed to the front, and these snipers and enemy out-
posts were quickly driven back. By 9.30 a.m., the Regi-
ment occupied a position opposite the Turkish force,
which held an entrenched line on the hills, south-west of
Mushalfat. “A" Squadron, commanded by Major P, J.
Bailey and “C" Squadron, under Major J. W. Parsons,
commenced a direct frontal attack, while “B" Squadron,
under Major C. A. Lee, moved to the south-east of the
enemy position. The enemy had two nine-pound bat-
teries, eight machine pung and about one thousand rifles.

The Regiment made every endeavour to come to
close quarters with him, hut his position was unassailable,
and by 4 o'clock in the afternoon very little ground had
been gained. About this time the Turk commenced a
heavy counter attack, the full foree being directed
against our right flank, and “B" Squadron was in danger
of being cut off from the rest of the line. Realising the
gravity of the position, Major Bailey, by a skilful move,
brought two troops of his squadron into a position which
enabled them to concentrate a severe fire on the ad-
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vancing Turks, thus relieving the pressure on “B" Squad-
ron, which then withdrew,

The horses of Lieutenant Gee's troop, a troop which
was fighting dismounted on the extreme right flank,
were stampeded by shell fire just before the order to
retire was received, and as a result this troop leader and
his men were forced to escape on foot. Theirs was a
narrow escape and indeed an unenviable experience.
There were brief moments of doubt, when it was thought
that the whole troop would either be annihilated or
captured,

During the retivement, Trooper W. H. Crawford, a
member of Lieut. Gee's troop, made an unsuccessful, but
nevertheless praiseworthy attempt to carry a wounded
comrade (Trooper McKay) from the field of action
under heavy fire, delaying his own escape until
the Turks were almost upon him, For this action he was
awarded the Military Medal. For bravery and devotion
to duty Trooper W. R. Wilson was also awarded the
Military Medal. B,

The enemy did not follow through with his counter 63
attack and the Regiment retired with the remainder of fe
the column and bivouacked on high ground, south of the
wells and oasis of Hod el Bayoud. During the night,
Turkish reinforcements under Semi Bey marched from |
Maghara, a Turkish position in the north, and entrenched
themselves in the high sand dunes north of the Bayoud
wells, i

At daybreak next morning, the Regiment prepared
to water the horses. The oasis at Bayvoud consisted of a
small grove of palm trees nestling close under the high,
steep face of a large sand dune, about four hundred vards
in length and three hundred feet high. The oasis faced
the enemy position, and, in order to water the horses, we
were compelled to descend the sand dune in single file
along a narrow camel path which struek abliquely across
its steep face. One troop had reached the wells and was
drawing water, when a party of Turks, who had crept
unseen to a ridge two hundred vards distant, opened fire
on them with machine guns and rifles. The bullets
whipped up the sand, and slashed through the palm trees
before our fellows were aware of the position. Prizoners,
who were captured by us later that day, informed us that
the Turks thought we had retired to Mageibra, and they
were actually coming in to the wells to water their ani-
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mals when they found us already in possession. The
surprice, therefore, was mutual and complete, and it
demonstrated very clearly the difficulties of the Sinai
campaign, where the very nature of the country, with its
sand hills packed together, prevented suecessful scout-
ing and reconnaissance work.

After the first burst of enemy fire, our fellows acted
quickly. Some of them raced up the narrow path to
gafety, whilst the remainder galloped along the foot of
the hill northwards. The escape of the troop was aided
by the prompt action of Lieutenant-Colonel Grant, who
at once assumed command of the whole force., He
despatched the Yeomanry and “RE" Squadron under
Major Bailey with all speed to the left flank; the Imperial
Camel Corps raced to the right flank, and the Regiment
attacked with machine guns and rifles from the sand
dune abhove the wells. The enemy replied with machine
gun and rifle, and with shrapnel from his field guns in
the background. In the first few moments of the engage-
ment the Lewig gunners of the Camel Brigade and our
machine gunners picked up the enemy range, and we
witnessed the utter confusion into which he was thrown.
Men and animals fell side by side, and lay still. The re-
mainder of his force retired from their forward position
in complete disorder. Dashing in pursuit, we soon cover-
ed the ground which he had lately pecupied, finding 21
enemy dead, and the bodies of 37 camels and 15 mules.
The pursuit was not continued hevond that point, as our
horses were worn out through lack of water: and 20 we
retired to our camp at Bayoud. Arriving there, we set
about cooking our breakfast, the preparation of which
had been so rudely interrupted a few hours earlier. The
“fates,” however, persisted in being adverse in the mat-
ter of our meal, for our bacon had hardly commenced
to grow warm in the dixies when an enemy ‘plane swoop-
ed down upon our camp with machine gun and hombs.
Hurriedly, the men untied their horses from the ground
lines and scattered across the desert in order to confuse
the raider and offer a less conspicuous target. The raider
inflicted no casualties and when he departed we were
ordered to break camp, and retire to Mageibra, and 5o
we ate a meagre breakfast of biscuit and jam in the
saddle as we rode along. Our casualties during the en-
gagement were one killed, eight wounded, and one

missing.
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During the next two days, the Regiment rested at
Mageihra,.hut amall patrols were sent out daily to test
the enemy’s strength, and dizscover his movements,

These patrols found numerous newly-made graves,
where the enemy had buried his dead. On the 15th, 14th
and I:E-t.h of August enemy ‘planes bombed our camp, but
no direct hita were registered. On the 16th we broke
ecamp, returning to our base at El Ferdan to reorganise,
and rest both men and animals,

The light casualties suffered by us, in comparison
to the heavy enemy logses, is a tribute to the brilliant
field work of our commanding officer, Lieutenant-
Colonel Grant, and his ability as a leader of mounted
troops; gualities that were to bring him fame, later, at
the gates of Beersheba and beyond. He was brilliant,
without being gspeectacular; cautious. but unafraid, and
his was a steadfastness of purpose that could not be
denied. Above all, he possessed an overwhelming regard
for the welfare, not only of his men, but also of his
horses, a characteristic that endeared him to every bush-
man in the “outfit.” a

A

The Aweidia and Bawoud engagements had GCEH‘.?'-’?
pied 12 days, during which our losses were five killeds
12 wounded, and one missing. The total casualties sut-
fered by the “Flying Column” was two officers and ten
other ranks Lkilled, one officer and 37 other ranks
wounded, two other ranks missing. Several horses were
killed outright, or destroyved later as a result of wounds
received in the field of action.




CHAPTER VIIL
DESERT CONDITIONS.

After a brief rest at El Ferdan the regiment moved (o
various posts in the canal defences in that sector, CAITYINg
out day and night patrols inland. We worked from bases
at Ferdan, Ferry Post, Hagley Park and sSerapeum railhead.
By the middle of September we wers permanently stationed
at Serapeum railhead, and from there we commenced our
more serious raids npon the Turkish forces that opposed us.

The main life-giving artery of the sector was the Wadi
um Muksheib, with its chain of cisterns and wells, and on
hoth sides of the wadi, for a distance of 10 or 15 miles,
there were smaller wadis and palm groves which had to be
patrolled continuously to prevent the enemy forming bases
which he could use as stepping stones to the Canal.

The campaign in Sinal presented obstacles peculiar to
the country and that were not easily surmounted. A survey
of the general conditions i necessary if the campaign is to
be seen in Its true perspective. Our greatest handicap arose
from the fact that the desert sands precluded the use of
wheeled traffic.

We rode forth without artillery or ammunition limbers;
no ration or water or horse feed waggons, and hardest and
gaddest of all, no vehicles to convey our wounded across
that hellish inferno that was Sinai in 1916. In addition to
gervice rifles, we carried machine guns and Lewis guns, but
very often they jammed in the course of a critical burst of
fire, because of the fine sand that drifted into their locks
and springs and automatic “gadgets.” Every man carried
as much normal and emergency ration and water and horse
feed as a stiff and necessary regulation would permit, and
heyond that we must depend upon a slow-moving camel
train for fresh supplies.

Compressed horse feed was carried in bales, lashed
with wire: water came to us, Inke-warm, in 10 gallon
rectangular ting that the Arabs call “fantases”; the “hully™
beef appeared in orthodox tins packed in the original box of
Uruguayan pine that had been nailed together in the dis-
tant town of Fray Bentos. Our wounded were carried out in
cacolets, two of which were strapped to the sides of a

amel Cacolete used for Transporting the Wounded In Binal,

Band sled (drawn by horses or mules and used for Tronsporting the
Wounded in Sinal
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camel, The cacolet is a hooded canvas stretcher or litter,
and when the heavy working camel was in motion the
cacolet was the worst possible place for a wounded man.
An obscenely picturesque phrase dropped here or there in
the lines in reference to the cacolet indicated the average
i soldier's views of the fearful contrivance which, according
! to him, was, at best, only a means to an “end.” The Zyrat-
ing, bobbing, swaying motion of the cacolet often caused a
settled wound to spurt anew, reducing some poor fellow's
even chance of life to nothing. Moreover, the man who was
only slightly wounded suffered agonies in the eacolet's
topsy-turvy ride home, Later in our campaign the sand
sled, drawn by camel, horse, donkey or mule, replaced the
cacolet, but this means of medical transport was slow and

uncertain,
“Bully” beef, biscuits and jam constituted our staple
Turkish transport-camels and mules killed by the machine guns L food, DE‘CERiGHaH}' gum_ﬂe_mented |_111,,r cheese and bacon,
of the 11th Light Horse Regiment at Hod el Bayoud.

Everyone carried and used a quart-pot (a fruit tin with wire
handle) for the purpose of making tea. The value bf the
quari-pot in our war cannot be over-estimated (or forgot-
ten). The community eockhouses of our training Campy
disappeared; it was every man for himself at “boiling up’
time, and boiling the “billy” in Sinai (land of miracles) whas
4 cunning art, made doubly cunning because every Light
Horseman soon became a master of the art. To spare the
2 ! quartermaster and his staff from fractional headaches, we

compromised on a basis of food issue that was computed:

at the rate of two men to a tin of “bully”: four men to a
[ tin of jam; a small pyramid of tea and sugar to four men,
and so on, Army bizeuits were very plentiful, and perhaps
it is only a coincidence that they were very, very unpalat-
able. However, the authorities did inform us that army bis-
cuits contained certain essences that were “good for us,”
and we let it go at that.

i The water ration allotted to man and horse, according
it to Army Regulation No. “So and so” (printed in triplicate),
was two gallons per man and six gallons per horse per day,
and we believed that amount to be ample, but no one ever
asked us to prove it. More often than not, we were reduced
by eircumstances to a quart, and sometimes a pint per man
per day, the horses faring a little better. Each man carried
230 rounds of ammunition in bandoliers: one acrozs his
shounlders and the other around his horse’s neck. Enough
grain and chaff was strapped to his saddle to provide three
“feeds” for his mount. Under the saddle, and used as

Bedouing captured by 11th Light Horse Pairol In the saddle cl[}lhs. wWere two b]au]{etg1 one each for hﬂl"Sv&'. and
Wril um Mukaheth,
E

—
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man when resting, for the “sands of the desert grow cold”
every night, Each man carried a small canvas bucket,
capable of holding a gallon of water, for the purpose of
watering his horse from wells and cisterns. And he also
carrled o canvas nose bag for feeding his animal. To enable
large numbers of horses to be watered quickly, collapsible
canvas troughs were used. The method of tethering horses
in the desert was simple and efficient, and comprised the
“breast line” and the “ground line.” The former was merely
the etretching of a rope between two or more posts sunk in
the earth, and the horses were tethered to it along each
side. This method was used at permanent camps, The
“ground line"” was made by stretching a rope between bags
of gand buried in the earth at intervalg of 15 to 20 feet. The
ropes used were “built up’” from the “ground ropes” carried
by each trooper, one end of which provided a spliced loop,
the other end being adorned with a short wooden peg,
known as a toggle, By connecting headropes with loop and
toggle, a long line could be readily made. A “ground line”
was used on patrol and could be set down and digmantled
in a few minutes, In order to tether a single horse, one
merely fastened his mount's halter to a bag of sand. A
horse cannot exert a strong or sustained pull by the power
of his head and neck alone. When the troops dismount for

action, one man in every section of four becomes a “horse
holder,"”

Addltional supplies of ammunition, food, water and
horse feed were carried on camels and donkeys, the drivers
being “friendly” Arabs, who generally bolted with our Eup-
plies at the first sign of the enemy, or his shells, or his
aeroplanes, The small guard of Light Horsemen that
accompanied them often lost many precious hours rounding
up the animals and drivers and forcing them on. A camel
is a stoic; a donkey is stubborn, but a frightened Arab is
useless. Sinai, with its area of 36,000 square miles, has a
nomadic Bedouin population of 15,000, These swarthy eut-
throat sons of Ishmael have lived hundreds of ¥ears under
conditions without parallel in any other country in the
world, They are social outcasts by heredity. Their land
has no eities or towns; no permanent waterways: no tim-
ber or worthwhile vegetation: no arable land; in fact, ne
earthly wealth to speak of, The dryness of the atmosphere
and the salinity of the sand preclude the possibility of any
luxurious growth of vegetation in Sinal, and consequently
the Bedouin is not an agriculturist, nor is he interested in
any variety of trade or craft. They form themselves into

HISTORY OF 1lth LIGHT HCRSE REGIMENT al

gmall tribes, each governed by a Shelk. The tribe has g few
donkeys and goats and camels, and invariably some of the
camels are lame. The men are short in stature, but are
sturdily buflt. They wear a dirty burnous (gown) of coarse
goat or camel halr. The women are of slight build and
clothe themselves from head to foot in a loose garment of
black cloth, to which is attached the double vell of the
Yashmak. Both men and women are nervous and taciturn.
Every tribe has its quota of ragged children. The dirty,
black tents they live in are indicative of their general habits
and prineiples,

These bands roam incessantly throughout Sinai. They
pause a day or two on a meagre patch of coarse herbage
until their animals have eaten it bare, and then they move
to the next oasis, fully prepared to fight a neighbouring tribe
for possession, if necessary. Silently and swiftly, with mur-
der and plunder in their hearts, they swoop down upon the
luckless caravan on its trek across the desert. Sinai is no
breeding ground for hospitality, and among its people there
Is none. But there is an old Arab proverb, which most likely
owes its origin to the Degert of Sinal. Translated it redils:
“In the desert, no man meetz a friend.” i

The Bedouins subsist on the milk of the goats &ﬁ'{i
camels, and on the flesh of both animals. This fare is s
plemented by dates, figs or any other food they ean steal
from the hapless traveller whom, by chance or design, they
meet by the wayside. The Bedouin makes a very potent
drink from fermented dates, and the date stones are erushed:
and made into small cakes on which he feeds his camel.
Without his eamel he is lost. It becomes his only vehicle of
transportation and his principal mediom of exchange. The
price of a bride and the wealth of a Sheik are computed in
camels. It is more than the “ship of the desert” to him: it
is the thrice blessed gift of Allah. In winter time the eamel
will travel for 20 days without water, and in summer time
he will endure five days. The Bedouins' religion is Moham-
medanism; and, in fact, they claim kinship with the great
Mohammed himself, for was not he also a direct descendant
of the mighty Ishmael. They speak the old Arabic tongue
in perhaps its purest form.

These were the people we had to deal with in con-
Junction with the Turks. That they should join forces with
the enemy is not surprising. Both followed the same re-
ligious faith, and the nature of the wily Turk appealed
strongly to the natural instinets of the Bedouin, when he
recited extravagant tales of the rich plunder to be had in
the Valley of the Nile,
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some of the Bedouinsg were armed with Turkish rifles,
whilst others carried the obsolete erooked-stock blunderbus
of the desert; but we were more concerned with their spy-
ing tactics than with their fighting abillty. The “venerable”
old men of the tribes were mounted on fast racing camels,
and knowing every inch of the desert, they were alle to
supply the Turks with news of our movements, From a
zoldierly point of view they were not fighters. They would
fire on siragglers or solitary members of a far-flung sereen,
and given a chance they would rob and murder the wounded
or strip the uniforms and boots from our dead, In some
cages we found they had even opened the graves of British
and Turkish soldiers for the same purpose, Previously, we
had been told to regard the Bedouin as a friend and a
neutral, bul we learnt by experience that he was neither,
and on the eve of our second campalgn in the desert we
were instructed to apprehend all members of the Bedouin
tribes and bring them in as prisoners of war. We were to
fire on them If they provoked an attack, and this principle
of retaliation was to be strictly adhered to. Our patrols cap-
tured many hundreds of these denizens of the desert with-
out bloodshed, and we witnezged many amusing scenes as
the Light Horsemen rode in from the desert, driving before
them parties of nondeseript Arabs, with their women and
children and camels and donkeys and goats. Someétimes the
women would tire on the long trek home, but “chivalry”
rode stirrup to stirrup with the Light Horsemen and many a
“gallant” trooper lifted a shy brown-eyed Bedonin maid to
the zaddle before him and tried to calm her fears in broken
Arabic. The old women were placed on camels. It has been
2aid that the Australian soldier lacked discipline, but search
as we might we ecould find no regulation prohibiting the use
of goat flesh as a diet, and consequently few of the Bedouin
flocks survived a night in our lines, The strong Aavoured
meat was a weleome change from the “beef in ting."

The new regulation regarding our relations with the
Bedouin gave us wider powers and dove-tailed with our
views entirely, If he showed fight, we eould “let him have
it"; if he didn't, we could capture him anyway, and in this
frame of mind, on the morning of the 9th October, we rode
forth to attack the Turkish strenghold at Maghara,
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CHAPTER IX.

DESERT RAIDS.
MAGHARA.

In 1916 the Turklsh foreces held a line which ran sheer
across the Desert of Sinai from Nekhl (the capital), in the
south-east, to the Romani area in the north-west, where his
right flank flirted with the Mediterranean eoast. This fron-
tier was not contlnuous in the sense applied to a battle line
of trenches, but was held by the establishment of strong
posts at natoral vantage points throughout the area. The
country surrounding each stronghold was patrolled by
enemy forces. In rapid guceession the Turks had experi-
enced a near-victory and a smashing defeat in the Oases
of Ogratina, Katia and the Romani district. The Anzac
Mounted Division and Imperial troops operating there were
driving him back along the coast to El Arish. but his %ﬁi
flank still remained hinged to its original position in the
south. He seemed reluctant to leave the strongholds he Had
established there and which were replete with telegraph
station, ration and feed depots and stores of military equip-
ment. Since his main attack had developed in the north,
there seemed little Hkellhood of his attempting to break
through on the Central Caravan Route, and eventually he
would be compelled to withdraw from his south-eastern
position and retire to Beersheba. The military strategist
will tell you that it is a grave error of judgment to allow an
enemy Lo retire peaceably from a given position if it can be
prevented, An easy withdrawal heightens the morale of the
retiring troops and engenders a feeling of impunity in them,
and therefore it becomes the aim of an opposing force to
change a retirement into a retreat. But in the sector men-
tioned above it was proposed that the Light Horsemen
would accomplish even more than this. A force would be
organised to carry out lightning raids on the enemy's two
main strongholds Maghara and Nekhl, and thus compel a
retreat rather than allow a retivement.

Accordingly, on the 8th October, Major-General Dallas
was instructed to gather a force and attack Maghara, which
lay in a chain of hills 80 miles from the Canal. Between
Bayoud—our furthermost outpost—and Maghara there was
a waterless streteh of 40 miles and we would require a con-
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giderable camel train to transport the water and rations
required for men and horses. It transpired later that
actually we did employ the largest camel and ration train
used in the degert during the war. ‘The force under General
Dallas was made up of the following units. The 11th and
12th Light Horse Regiments, Imperial Camel Corps. City of
London Yeomanry, the Hong Kong and Singapore light
batteries and the machine-gun sections of the 150th and
160th Infantry Brigades, The strength of the 11th Regiment
at this time was 24 officers, 437 other ranks, 474 horses, 10
mules. Leaving the railhead at E! Ferdan on the morning
ol the ninth, the column covered a distance of 14 miles the
first day, camping that night at the wells of Hod el Bada.
Major C. A, Lee, an officer of this regiment, left us here to
assume command of the 4th Camel Battalion,

One troop of “C" Sgnadren under Lieut. L, A. Gordon
was left at Bada to hold lines of communication, and a
troop of “A" Squadron under 2nd Lieut. A. R. Brierty was
sgont to Jeffeir on a similar mission. On the morning of the
10th the column moved to Mageibra, a distance of 15 miles,
and on the following day we moved to Hod el Bavoud,
where Major-General Dallas and stafl joined the column to
review his foree prior to its advance aeross that vital
stretch of dry waste between Bayoud and Maghara,

Paradoxically, night-marching was to be the order of
the day, and 8o on the 11th, men and horses rested in the
shade of the Bayoud palms, while legions of the Aralb and
Egyptian Labour Corps filled thousands of fantases with
water in preparation for the final dash to Maghara, By
H.30 in the evening, with camels loaded and horses saddled,
we moved off in two echelons, The scene, as those long
columns of mounted troops and heavily burdened camels
moved out from the shadows of Bayoud, beggars desecrip-
tion. A red sun dipped below the desert's rim, bathing the
valleys in mauve and lipping the lofty sand dunes with erim-
gson and gold. There was a brief period of twilight, but no
darkness to follow the day, as a bright full moon rose
gqulekly to disperse the pseudo-darkness, and flood the scene
with its soft light.

Over the first few miles we made easy progress, but as
the night wore on the column entered country where the
sand dunes were high and clozse together. Frequently we
dismounted to lead our horses up the steep sides of the zoft
gand hills, and our pericds of rest came more often,
Ordinary marching conditions in the desert call for a rest
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of ten minutes in every hour, but the road to Maghara was
no ordinary one and ere long we rested our horses every
half hour.

It the early hours of the morning we campsd in the
gand hille at Zagadan, and as there was no oasis here, we
drew water from our transport supply. The following night
we travelled to Rueiset, and on the night of the 14th we
camped close to Bakwa and Barga, sentinel outposts of
Maghara. The country we traversed on the night of the
fourteenth had undergone a gradual change. The soft
white sand of the desert had given way to a coarse stony
rubble as we neared the foothills of Maghara, Maghara
itzelf waz the dominant height in a large cluster of hills,
all of which were barren of vegetation and stony. The Wadi
Safat Hamied had its source in the Maghara hills, and its
course to the plain ran through a narrow pass between the
smaller hills of Rakwa and Barga.

The plan of attack was as follows:—

The force would be divided into two columns. One
under Brig.-General 3. F. Mott, comprising the 12th Light
Horge, City of London Yeomanry, the 160th Machine Gung
and the Hong Kong and Singapore Batteries would swing 19
the left, and after making a detour, try and reach t
heights above Maghara. The second column, under the
leadership of Colonel Grant, and comprizing the 11th Light
Horse, the Imperial Camel Corps and Machine Guns of the
150ih Infantry, would send detachments to capture the out=;
posts of Rakwa and Barga, and having done that, the main
foree would dash through the pass along the Wadi Hamied
and attack Maghara, The Imperial Camel Corps was to he
held in reserve at Barga. Time waz the all-lmportant
element in this expedition, for unless we vacated the hills
by sundown on the 15th we would have insufficient water
to carry us back to the poolz at Bayoud.

At 10 o’eclock on the night of the 14th, the iwo columns
moved off to carry out the plan of attack already men-
tiomed. “A"” Squadron acted as advance guard to this
regimeént, and at 2.50 a.m. we reached Rakwa. While the
troops were riding into position to attack, a dense fog rolled
down from the hille and it was impos=gible to proceed until
it lifted, The desert was in a strange mood. A few minutes
before the sky had heen studded with brilllant stars, whieh
disappeared as though by magie, to leave us floundering
11} the midst of a white fog that enveloped everything like a
gigantic and ghostly blanket. At five paces distant the out-
line of a horse and rider was blurred and uncertain, at ten
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paces hoth were invisible. Previously we had traversed the
dry and comparatively flat and sandy wastes of Sinal, where
fogs are unknown, but the lofty hills and narrow passes of
Maghara were not immune to this very natural phenomenon,
and so we dismounted, waiting and fretting at the delay.
An hour and a half pasgsed before the fog showed signs of
lifting, and when it did we mounted and pressed on, and
just as the head of the column reached the Wadi it was
fired upon, probably by Bedouinsg, and their action sufficed
to warn the Turks of our approach, for a few minutes later
we heard the stutter of a machine-gun higher up the Wadi.
At this time the fog again descended upon us with inereas-
ing density, and being unable to locate the pass, we were
compelled to retire some distance from the hills and await
the dawn.

Some time later two troops of “B” Sgquadron of the
Regiment were sent forward to reconnoitre, and they suc-
ceaded in capturing a post of seven Turks and four
Bedouins. The fog had delayed us to such an extent that
the orlginal plan of attack was abandoned in favour of a
demonstration against the enemy troops holding the hills
overlooking the pass Into Maghara. The right column,
under the leadership of Colonel Grant, would attack three
hills to the vight of the pass which, for military conveniencs,
were numbered Hills 1046, 1120 and 1121, whilst the left
column, under Brigadier-General Mott, would attack Hill
935 on the left of the pass.

The fog hegan to 1lift as the troops moved across the
open ground to the foothills, and before long we came under
fire from the enemy trenches high up on the slopes above.
Lieut. Gee and a troop of men worked their way into the
mouth of the pass, but being subjected to machine-gun fire
from the cliffs on both sides, they were compelled to retire.

“B" Squadroen, led by Major Bailey, swung into the foot
of Hill 1121 at the gallop, and dismounting, they worked
their way up the slopes, driving the Turks before them.
Meanwhile “C” Squadron, led by Major Parsons, with a
superb dash across the open ground, reached the shelter of
Hill 1046, and dismounting, the men fought their way from
cover to cover up its scarred and ragged slopes. The
machine-gun sections and the Hong Kong and Bingapore
Batteries concentrated a heavy fire on enemy Bangars on
both these hills, enabling the troops to advance rapidly, and
ere long the enemy retreated to strongly fortified positions
at Maghara.

2

THE HILLS OF MAGHARA,

(A cloge scruting of the picture will reveal & thin lne of dusi ag the
fodthille, ralged by the horees of the 11th Regiment as they galloped
Into aetion.d
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“A" Sguadron, under Major Loynes, had been left at
Rakwa to “clean up"” enemy snipers and stragglers, and
having done so they rejoined the unit at 9.30 a.m. and were
held in reserve.

The column under Brigadier-General Mott advanced
some distance up the slopes of Hill 935, but realizging that it
was Impossible to gain his objective in the time allowed, he
wired the G.0.C. for instructions and was ordered to retire,
The movement, involving both columns, was executed at
noon and we returned to Raliwe to camp for the night.

The reglment suffered one fatal casualty, and we buried
him there in a lonely grave, deep in the solitude of the
Maghara Hills. A solitary grave, yet not so lonely, enriched
as it is with the splendid memories we hold of our “cobber,”
Trooper Jack Leswell

On the morning of the 16th we leit Rakwa and pro-
ceeded by easy stages to our base at Ferdan Railhead,
arriving there on the evening of the 21st.

It is worthy of note that on the previous day, ie. the
20th October, 1916, while at the oasis of Hod el Bada, we
recorded our votes on the Referendum regarding cunscriﬁ
tion in Australia. b

A history of the Light Horse Campaign in the eadt
would be incomplete without special reference to the splen-
did endurance of our Australian-bred horses. Many of them
had no particular claim to breeding, according to the rules,
but to us they were thoroughbreds in every senge of the
word.

Their epic dash across the desert to Maghara and back
convineed us of their greatness.




CHAPTER X.

DESERT PATROLS.
SERAPEUM,

On the 22nd Oectober the Regiment moved to Sera-
peum Railhead to occupy the position there and to
carry out patrel duties in the southern section. Two
troops of “B"” Bquadron were sent to Land's End, a post
gituated close to the Bitter Lakes, through which the
Suez Canal passes.

At this time it was reported that heavy raing in the
Wadi um Muksheib distriet had filled the ecisterns there,
and patrols from our camp were sent to investigate,

During the month of November, several small pat-
rols were sent into the interior, but Iittle water was found
in the cisterns. Muost of these patrols, however, captured
Bedouin families with their goats, sheep and camels, The
Bedouins were passed hack to the authorities in Cairo.
The camels, no doubt, were used in our transport column,
and the sheep and goats unofficially helped to solve our
ration problems.

~ Many of the Bedouins captured by us were armed
with rifles, swords and daggers, and the fairness of the
Australian, as a fighter, is demonstrated by the fact that
hundreds of these people were captured by Light Horse-
men without hloodshed,

On 9th December, a patrol of two officers and 21
other ranks, under the command of Captain C. A. R.
Munro, left camp to make a reconnaissance of Wadi
Mukhsheib and its tributaries. The patrol returned to
camp on the 12th with muech valuable information for the
official map-maker, and the usual string of Bedouin pris-
oners. Similar patrois were carried out during the month
of December. Christmas day was spent quietly in the
camp at Serapeum, but we enjoyed a good dinner, pro-
vided for us by the Regimental Comforts Committee in
Queensland, which forwarded £100 for that purpose.

On Boxing Day a sports meeting was held, and all
events were keenly contested, as both men and horses
were in splendid condition.
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On January 4th, 1917, advice was received irom
headguarters that Lieut. Col, W. Grant had heen
awarded the Distinguished Service Order for hiz bril-
liant leadership and gallantry in the Battles of Aweidia
and Bavoud and subsequent engagements, The citation
was dated the 1st January, 1917,

All of the important oulposts in this sector were
connected to Regimental Headguarters at Serapeum by
means of insulated ground telephone cables running
across the desert, and for some time past a great deal of
trouble was caused by Bedouins cutting and removing
long lengths of cable. Finally the menace hecame 2o
persistent that the G.0.C. izsned orders to the effect that
all telephone cables had to be buried in the sand to pre-
vent enemy prowlers and spies from locating them.

The work was attempted by employing parties of
men with shovels, but the excessive fineness of the sand
proved to be a drawback and made the task almost
impossible. Twenty men working with shovels were un-
able to complete more than a mile of line per day. True
Australian resource and initiative were displayed b,
Lieutenants Marsland and Beeton and members of the.
Signal Troop, when they invented and built a sand sledgé*
from rough timber with various devices thereon, and
which was capable of burying six miles of cable per day.
The sledge was drawn by a mule and the cable was fed
from a spool running on a spindlé in an overhead frame,
and was guided by grooved wheels and “gadegets’ until
it paszed deep into the ground through an iron pipe re-
sembling the spout of a ketile, The operation of digging
a trench, “planting” the cable, and filling the trench
wasg carried out in one movement. In appearance, the
contraption resembled a Heath Robinzon Creation, but
it did the job, and did it well, and much credit is due to
the officers and men who were responsible for the device.

On 5th January Lieut. W, Koch and party returned
from a patrol, reporting that recent rains had filled many
of the cisterns in the Wadi Mulksheib, and, on the Bbth,
orders were received from Brigadier-General Ward,
G.OLC, “C" subszection, to emply and seal all cisterns in
that area with the exeception of two which would be re-
tained for our own use while on patrol.

Accordingly, on the Tth January, a working party of
four officers and 92 other ranks, under the command of
Major J. Loynes, left camp en route to Muksheib for that
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purpose. Water pumps, tools and materials were carried
on camels, and on the 9th the party arrived at its destina-
tion and began work, There were 10 cisterns in all, the
largest of them containing 52,000 gallons of water. The
work was completed in seven days, during which time
370,000 gallons were pumped out of the eisterns, The
water inlets were then sealed with cement and “blinded”
over with stones and sand to conceal their existence. A
map of the locality was prepared by Lieut. Manning, and,
gubsequently, it was lodged with the Survey Office in
Cairo to enable the Egyptian Government to re-open the
cisterns after the war, and to use them for the peaceful
purposes of traveller and caravan.

The work entagiled was tedious in the extreme, and
the men lahoured in shifts of four hours on and eight
hours off, The monotony of the “job" was relieved by
one brief, humorous interlude throughout the term.

A Digger on one of the pumps, who was known
throughout the Regiment as a “wag’ and praetical joker,
“gecidentally” dropped a pump handle into one of the
cisterns which econtained nine feet of water.

“Well,” said he, turning to his mates, “we'll have a
decent spell while the Major fishes that out.”

Major Loynes, who superintended the whole of the
work, has a highly developed sense of humour also, and
when the matter was reported to him, he guestioned the
Digger very closely regarding the alleged accident, and,
reading between the lines, apparently, he ordered the
Digger to strip off his ¢lothes and dive for the handle,

“(ripes, Major,” protested the Digger, “I'm no good
in the water, I can’t swim, I'll sink."”

“In that case,” replied the Major, gravely, “you're
the very man for the job. I don't want a swimmer, I
want someone who will sink to the bottom. That's where
my pump handle is."” And despite all protests the Digger
was lowered on a rope into the ice-cold water, and, after
gseveral fruitleszs attempts, he succeeded in recovering the
pump handle and the work on that cistern was resumed.

The expedition returned to camp on the 20th, and.
later, Major Loynes, his officers and men received the
congratulations and thanks of the G.O.C. for their splen-
did achievement.

On the 25th one of our saeroplanes made a forced
landing in the desert, 22 miles beyond our furthermost

HISTORY OF 1lth LISHT HOHRSE REGIMENT £l

outpost. The pilot and ohserver were uninjured, but
reached our post in an exhausted condition. They were
sent back to the Canal for medical attention, and a troop
under Lieut. Koch, with mechanics frem the Royal Air
Foree, was sent out to locate the 'plane, whieh was
found shortly after daylight on the 27th.

The fuselage, wings, and tail assembly were s0
badly damaged that it was impossible to effect repairs
on the spot, so the engine, weighing 450 lb., was removed
and loaded on a camel, and the remainder of the "plane
destroyved by fire. After leaving the spot, the tracks of
the pilot and his observer were followed for ten miles,
and the 'plane’s compass found where they had buried
it in the sand to prevent it falling into enemy hands in
the event of their capture, The information furnished by
the airmen regarding the locality of the compass was
vague and uncertain, and Liesut. Koch and his men did
excellent scouting and tracking work to discover it, par-
ticularly as the tracks were blotted out in many places by
the wind and drifting sands.

On l1st February, Captain C. Munro and a party “ﬁ.‘
36 other ranks were despatched to Moiva Haraba for the®
purpose of emptying and sealing the cisterns there. The,
work was carried out satisfaclorily, and the party return-
ed to camp on the 5th,

THE RAID ON NEKHL,

Reports had come to hand that the Turks had estab-
lished a fortified peost at Nekhl, the eapital of Sinai, and
on the Tth February our Commanding Officer, Lieut.-Col.
Grant, D.8.0., was instructed to muster a foree to raid
the town. The expedition was to be known as the North-
ern Column, and would comprise the 11th Light Horse
Regiment, a wireless section, and a detachment of 61
members of Q. Company of the Imperial Camel Corps.
The town of Nekhl is situated in the south-eastern por-
tion of the Sinai Peninsula, in the heart of the Desert of
Tih, and more than 100 miles from the Suez Canal. It
lies on the caravan route to Mecca, and is used as a rest-
ing place by the pilgrims, who traverse the route
annually, seeking the supreme blessing bestowed upon
them by a vizit to the tomb of Mahomet, prophet of Allah.

On the 14th, the Regiment left Serapeum Railhead
with detachments, and & convey of 1,000 camelzs, The
first 30 milez of the route was over hegvy sand with
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oceasional groups of high dunes. Later, as we turned
southwards, the country changed into rough, stony plains,
broken by steep-sided hills, At Wadi el Baha the column
was forced to negotiate the narrow Baha Pass through
the mountains, with towering cliffs, rising sheer ahove
the road to a height of 200 feet. The Pass was two miles
in length and so narrow that the column was forced to
traverse it in single file.

From here the road crossed undulating plains,
flanked on each side by mountain ranges. On the even-
ing of the 19th, we camped at a point seven miles north
of the town of Nekhl. Next morning we began our ad-
vanee and had reached a spot about three miles from the
town when the advance guard was fired upon by mounted
Bedouin scouts. Our party engaged them, but they
escaped in the direction of Nekhl and raised the alarm.
At six o'clock it was reported that the Turks were
evacuating the town and fleeinpg eastwards, The rear-
guard of the garrison established themselves on a hill
east of the town and enfiladed the plain with machine
gun fire, delaying our advance for a time.

Eventually, “B" Sguadron of the Regiment, led by
Captain Munro, regardless of the enfilading fire on the
flank, galloped across the intervening plain, with fixed
bayonets, and captured the town.

"

The remnants of the garrison force surrendered. The
enemy had suffered a number of casualties, and ten pris-
oners were taken. We secured the following booty: One
field gun, with 200 rounds of ammunition: 20 rifles, and
15,000 rounds of ammunition; 25 camels, and many mis-
cellaneous items of military stores and equipment. During
this raid communication was maintained with our base
at the Suez Canal by means of wireless telegraphy and
carrier pigeons, this being the first cceasion in our desert
campaign when these means were emploved. Loecal com-
munication between squadrons was maintained by helio-
graph and flags. The column was accompanied by a
scouting "plane of the Australian Flying Squadron, the
pilot being Lieutenant Ross Smith, whose fame as an air-
man was established later in a flight from England to
Australia.

After destroying the military works at Nekhl, the
column returned to its base by easy stages, arriving there
on the 23rd February.

=
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Extract from the Commonwealth Official History of
the war, dealing with the eapture of Nekhl.

“Three columng were: emploved for the conquest of Nekhl.
A yeomanry fores marched from Suez by the Mitla Pass und the
Dark el Haj; Lieutenant-Ciolonel Grant led the 11th Australian
Light Horze Regiment, and one company of the Camel Brigade
out from Serapeum by the Wadi uwm Muksheib, Bir o] Giddi, and
the Baha Pass: while Bassett, after secoring Hazsann, was to
endesvour to block the escape of the enemy towards the east,
The garrison was known fo be insignificant, and the use of 5o
muech strength by the British was Intended to make a clean
sweep of the enemy from Sinai, and also o impress  tho
Bedouins., Nelhl, with [tz fow stone hHouges, n mosquwe, and &6
well, situnted on the helghts of the forbidding desert ranges,
was entered on 17th Februnry—three dayve after Grant's foree
left the Canal—by a squadren of the 11th Light Horse, riding

with fixed bayonels, under Captain €, A, B Munro. Grant, on his
approach, learned from n Britizh aleman that the zarrison was
evacuating and, accordingly pushed in without waiting for the
arvival of the colwmn from Suez. A few Turls amd armed

Araba were taken, and the expedition definitely marked the ex-
pulsion of the Turks from the Peninsula: btut it is chiefly to
be remembered because of the fine morching accomplizshed by
the exmel-transport which accompanied Grant's column.  The
camels; led by Kgyptians on fool, covered 160 mlles in goven
consecutive days—a wonderful feat of endurance over i rout

Which ran mogt of the way along steep and narrow mountalns

tracks, rocky amd difeult,"

The next few days were spent in preparing to breakp

camp at Serapeum, and, at dawn on the morning of the
27th, we mounted and rode northwards to Ferry Post.
We were relieved at Serapeum by Imperial troops,
some of them being Welshmen, and we shall noet forget
our departure. The “Tommies” formed up in two longr
lines, between which we rode, and, as we passed through,
numbers of them were singing familiar war songs, and
we heard, too, the strains of Auld Lang Syne. Near the
end of the lines, a chorus of Welsh voices sang, “We shall
know each other better, when the mists have rolled
away.” And, to us, although not given te sentiment in
musie, the song seemed most timely and appropriate as
we rode into the early morning mists that shrouded the
eastern bank of the Suez Canal. At Ferry Post the 4th
Light Horse Brigade was being reformed, and was to
consist of the 4th, 11th and 12th Light Horse Regiments.
On the 28th, our Machine Gun Section, which had served
the Regiment so valiantly under the leadership of
Lieutenant Kessels, was transferred to the 4th Brigade

Machine Gun Bquadron,
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From the 3rd March to the 20th we carried out
mounted training as a Brigade, and on that day the
Brigade moved via El Ferdan to Hill 40, four miles east
of Kantara, where we bivouacked for the night. We were
en route to the Mediterranean battle line at Belah, and,
the following night, we camped on the ancient battlefield
of Pelusium, scene of at least two fierce hattles between
the Romans and Egyptians more than 2,000 vears before.

The following day the Brigade pushed on through
the heavy sand to Romani, where we camped until the
30th, during which time we carried out Brigade
manceuvres under the supervision of the G.0.C., 4th
Brigade. On the 26th the Regiment spent the day on the
coast, where both men and horses enjoved a cool swim
in the blue waters of the Mediterranean, near the village
of Mohamadiya.

At Romani, the Regiment received its first issue of
12 Hotchkiss rifles, quick-firing puns that were to prove
very useful during the remainder of our campaign. We
left Romani on the 31st, passing through the villages of
Rabah, Khirba, Bir el Abd, Salmana and Tilul. On the
ard April we crossed the salt pans of Sabkhet Bardawil
to Mazar, arriving at El Arish on the 5th. Next morning
two enemy 'planes bombed our lines, bhut caused no dam-
age, On the 8th we left El Arish to trek slowly across
the heavy sand hills to El Burg, thence through Sheik
Zowaid, to Rafa. Hereahout is the border line bhetween
Sinai and Palestine, and it is marked in places by round
cement posts erected on a low ridge that runs back from
the sea. At the border, there is a magieal change in the
nature of the country. The sand disappears, and there
are stretches of green grass. There is no room here for
figurative language; this is truly the place “where the
desert meets the sown.” As we ride over the next ridge
a glorious sight iz unfolded to our view. We see in the
distance the rolling plains of southern Palestine, with
farms and apricot groves and fields of barley and wheat.
A village nestles in the valley below, sleeping peacefully
in the drowsy afterncon. A wisp of amoke curls lazily
from a farm house, suggesting the quietude and tranquil-
lity of a land where men are at peace, and the air is fresh
and eool and pregnant with the scent of wild flowers.
Btanding there on the threshold of 2 “promised land”
we east off the weary, dust-laden mantle of our desert
wanderings,

HAcsirpffos War Memprig! Phodogreph, Copyright,

British Tank disabled duelng the Attack on Gaza, 19h April, 1017,

SECOND ATTATK ON GAZA.

(This pleture wae taken while the attack was in progreas. Shells ean

be peen bursting on the distant sky-line, ond a close serutiny under n

magnifying lenas will reveal the figures of men of the 11th Reglment

andvancing across the barley feld n o line level with the heads of the
two aokdlers in the Torecroond )
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Our horses, too, are infected with the change. They
raise tired heads to the sweet smells of a cultivated earth,
and straining at their bridles stride eagerly down the
sloping hillside. Lush, green grass caresses their fetlocks.
The desert of Sinai is far away. That night we camped
&t the town of Khan Yunis, finding an abundant supply
of fresh water in a lagoon near the town., Enemy 'planes
passed over our camp frequently, keeping a close watch
an our movements. They bombed us several times from
great heights, but the missiles fell wide of the mark.
On the 15th we occupied an outpost line in the viein-
ity of In Seirat, and after being relieved by the 3rd Aus-
tralian Light Horse Brigade we proceeded to Dier el
Belah to draw supplies, and, late that evening, the Regi-
ment moved to Tel el Jemmi, where we camped for the
night. The hurried prepavations of the last few days
were to herald the approach of an attack on Gaza,

Auerradign War Memorsal Phorograph Coppright

Distant View of the City of Gaza |

Watering Horses In the Wadl Guzze, Palesting




CHAPTER XL
SECOND GAZA ENGAGEMENT.

The town of Gaza is situated on a mound three miles
from the Mediterranean coast line and about 60 miles
south-west of Jerusalem, It was one of the five strongholds
of the Philistines. History relates that its gates were car-
ried away by Samson the Nazarite, and it wag here that he
pulled down the temple of Dagon, involving himself and the
lords of the Philistines in a common destruction. Gaza was
the centre where ancient trade routes met, and from a
military point of view was the natural gateway to Palestine
by the coastal route. From the third to the first centuries
B.C., Egyptian, Jewish and Syrian armies fought for its
possession, Christian and Saracen hosts opposed each other
aeross its ramparts, and in the 16th century the Turks
drove the Mamalukes from its sheltering walls. As late as
1799, the city surrendered to the armies of Bonaparte. so
it will be geen that history was indeed repeating itsel! when
the British troops opposed the Turkizh, Austrian and Ger-
man brigades upon the hills of Gaza. The modern Gaza is
built of stone for the most part, but the houses and streets
are mean and squalid in appearance and searcely a remnant
of Gaza’'s former greatness remains, Its immediate sur-
roundings are beautiful, particularly in the spring, when
the slopes of the ridges and the hanks of Lhe wadiz are
clothed with a colourful carpet of wild flowers, luxuriant
and fragrant. Plaing, eultivated with barley and wheat,
streteh away to the east and south-east, but are broken in
many places by small sharp ridges and wadis. The Turkizsh
line of defence ran from Gaza to Beersheba in the south-
east, a distance of 20 miles, and was strongly fortified with
chhine-zun posts and redoubts on all the natural vantage
points throughout its length. The broken country to the
north, in the rear of the Turkish line, scored as it was hv
deep sinnous wadis, and plmpled with small hillz, lent itself
a_dmirai.‘rl_v (o the enemy's purpose of supporting his front
line troops. It is believed that no position in the east had
£0 many natural defence features as the GGaza-Beerzheba
line, bulit upon the threshold of the Philistine plains, The
Hritish forces held a line along the southern bank of the
Wadl Guzze, a few miles south of Gaza. Thiz deep ravine
with its steep banks and sandy hottom, was a vervy pro-

— T
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minent feature of the country and decidedly useful to our
mounted troops, We watered our horses at pools beneath
the shelter of itz banks, and moved along its length to patrol
stations without being observed. The wadi found Its source
In the hills to the south-east and ran an almost semi-
circular course around the southern perimeter of the Philis-
tine plains, to empty its waters in the Mediterranean, south-
west of Gaza. In April the Wadi Guzze was alive with the
movements of British troops preparing for the second
attack on the Gaza-Beersheba line. The first attack had
taken place three weeks before, and although the British
troops had actually taken the town of Gaza on that occasion
they were subsequently withdrawn, and re-esiablished
themselves in their original position.

The second attack was timed to take place on the
morning of the 19th April, and meanwhile on the 17th April
the preliminary bombardment began. Heavy guns in
positions west of the Guzze opened fire on the Gaza de-
fences, and simultaneously two British monitors and a
French eruiser shelled Gaza from the zea. The 52nd, 5H3rd
and 54th Imperial Infantry Divisions began the first phase
of the battle by moving rapidly across the Gugzze #nd
oceupying a line close to Gaza on the Sheik Abbas-Mansura
ridges. On the evening of the 18th, the 11th Light Hdrse
Regiment, with other units of the lmperial Mounted
Divigion, assembled at Tel el Jemmi, five miles up the Wadi
Guzze, in preparation for the attack next morning. At sun-
get the regiment moved down to water the horses, and at
% o'clock we rode up the opposite bank. bearing north on
through fielde of voung barley and wheat, towards the
Turkish position. The column moved very guietly, with
sereens well thrown out to guard agalnst surprises by
enemy patrolg, and shortly after midnizght we arrived at the
junetion of two wadis at Assiferiveh. and here we dis-
mounted, our horses being led back to El Mendur, a distance
of four miles, Listening posts and sentries were placed
bevond our line and the remainder of the troops lay down in
the wadi to awalt the dawn. The night was clear and bit-
terly cold: a mvriad of brilliant stars elustered overhead.
To men who enjoved the friendly sounds of tethered horses,
the silence of the wadl without them was unreal. Blankets
had been sent back with the horses, and so the Light Horae
troopers huddled together in groups as a protection against
the eold. Few of us slept that night, Just before dawn the
line was astir and we moved along the wadi in a northerlv
direction, in preparation for the attack. At 6.30 we reached
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a point where the wadi turned sharply eastward at a right
angle to our line of advance, so we were foreed (o abandon
itz shelter, With well spaced files we sprang up the bank
of the wadi and strode on through a field of barley bestrewn
with the colourful splashes of red poppies amd gay little
anemones, Presently the Turkish field guns opened fire
and the shrapnel ghells bursting overhead looked like snow
white’ powder-puffs as they floated slowly on the crisp
morning air. Machine guns began their terrifving chatter
along the whole front and enemy soldiers of the line com-
menced rapid fire, Here and there a trooner sank slowly
into the barley field as a Turkizh bullet found its mark, but
without wavering the long thin line of Light Horsemen
pressed on.

On our extreme left we could see the dust and smoke
of high explosive shells bursting on Gaza, where the
Imperial Infantry Divisions were hammering at its gates,
and on eur immediate left Aank we glimpsed the Imperial
Camel Corps as they surged into action in front of Tank
Ridge. At thiz moment we were both surprized and
heartened to observe a British tank erawling from a wadi
on our left, but no sooner did it appear when the Austﬂhn
and Turkish batteries swung on to ite position, and in a few
moments it was totally obscured by bursting shells Ahd
clouds of smoke and dust. For a time the tank created
havoe in the Turkish redoubts, but the enemy scored several
direct hits on it with H.K. shells, and it was put out of
action. Immediately this happened, the guns swung back
on to the Light Horsemen and we suflered many casualties.
For a time we halted, with part of our line in a wadi, the
remainder of it taking cover in a shallow depression, and
after a brief rest we pressed on, reaching the Kirbet Sihan
ridge, where we straddled the Gaza-Beersheba road, and
commenced to “dig in.” Up to this point each squadron of
the regiment had carried out its part superbly., The 0.C.,
Colonel Grant, [0.5.0., led his regiment in the attack and
remained in the front line throughout., Major J. W. Parsons,
second in command, a splendid type of officer, with South
African experience, was conspicuous throughout the day in
his leadership of the left half of our sector, and displayed
the utmost contempt for danger as he moved from point to
point along the line. The zame may be said of the conduet

e

of Majors Bailey and Loynes, who were leading "“C" and
“A" Bguadrons respeectively, and encouraging their men hy
their own fearless example. Two troops of “B" Squadron
had been detached to act as Brigade Reserve, and the re-
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maining two troops under Lieutenants Gee and Farlow were
operating on the right flank, where they captured an enemy
redoubt, taking ten prisoners. Later in the day, in con-
junction with a troop of the 8th Light Horse Regiment,
these two troope attacked another redoubt and captured
fifty Turks.

Meanwhile “A™ and “C” Squadrons, as a result of their
attempt to “dig in” on the Kirbet Sihan ridge, were sub-
jected to heavy bombardment by field batteries and
machine-gun fire from the Turkish redoubts, “C* Squadron
being on the left of our sector, connected with the right of
the Camel Corps and in the advance, the camel brigade had
moved to the left and slightly forward of O Squadron’s
position, which immediately exposed the Camel's right
flank to enemy enfilade fire from two machine-gun nests in
front of “{" Squadron, afterwards known as the Jack and
Jill redoubts. Realising the gravity of the position, Major
Halley rushed two troops of “C" Squadron, under Lieu-
tenants Hoffman and Clifford, across the open ground to fill
the gap, and on linking up thiz particular force, made up of
Camelry and Light Horsemen, swung to their right front,
and with bayonets flashing in the sun they charged across
the open ground straight at the Jack and Jill redoubts. Tt
was a palnfully thin line. strengthened only by the dezperate
but glorious resolution to reach its objective at all costs,
and the Turks must have felt the influence of ity driving
force, for they hastily abandoned both redoubta while the
troopers were yel a hundred yards away, and fled In dis-
order to their main line of defence., The Light Horsemen
of “C" Squadron mingled with the Camelry in the deserted
trenches and enjoyed good shooting at the retreating Turks,
and they also silenced an Austrian gun team which had been
runshed up to a new position. This thrust marked the
extreme point reached by British troops that day. The
official historian relates that General Headguarters was dis-
Inclined to believe that any troops had penetrated so far
into enemy territory, but towards the end of the vear, when
that country became our territory, the bones of three Aus-
tralians were found on that ridge, bearing silent but grim
testimony of the valour and dash of a handful of Australians
on that eventful afterncon in April, The success of this
thrust was purely local, and without immediate support
could not be exploited. Shortly afterwards a general order
to withdraw was Issued and after being rejoined by “C”
Squadron, the Regiment fell back to a ridge about 600 vards
from its previous position. Just as the order to retire was
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glven Major Bailey, 0.C. “C" SBquadron, and Major Loynes,
0.0, "A" Bguadron, were both severely wounded and carried
from the field. It was a grim and ironical trick of fate that
two senior officers who had led their men so conspicuously
throughout the day without mishap, should be wounded
when the battle was over,

The Regiment held its new position despite very
heavy shelling by the enemy with H.E, and shrapnel, but
at 2,30 pm, a general order to retire was issued and we
fell back to a ridge T00 vards to the rear, and afier a
brief halt we again retired a further 800 yards, on a long
narrow ridge which we had crossed early that morning.
While here we witnessed a thrilling air duel between a
British and a German pilot directly to our front but over
no man's land. The German zoomed high in the air and
dived suddenly at the British "plane, but the pilot slipped
his machine aside, and as the Hun went past he swooped
after him at a terrific pace, Straight az a plummet, with
engines roaring, the British machine roared down upon
his adversary, but the terrific strain was too much for his
ceraft, and one of the wings snapped off close to the Imﬂ}@y{
the machine and was whisked Into the slip-stream liké &
pocket handkerchief. Losing balance the 'plane twisted igfo
a spin, and with engines still roaring, dropped like a stone
betweoen the opposing lines, sending up a great eloud of
smoke and dust. |

-~ During the next three days we strengthened our
positions, manned the trenches day and night, and carried
out searching patrols into no man's land. A {roop under
Lieut. H. Gee occupied a standing patrol in a forward sector
and eaptured six prisoners in that vicinity,

5

On the evening of the 22nd April, we were recalled
from the line and retired to a camp at Abasan el Kehir. An
extract from Colonel Grant's fleld report of the second Gaza
engagement reads ag follows:—

“Throughout the engagement, officers and men he-
haved in a splendid manner. They went forward with great
dash and courage under heavy shell fire, both shrapnel and
high explosive, and machine-gun fire, and remained cool
throughout the action.”

Our casualties in this action were as follows:—
Killed—11 other ranks.
Wounded—6 officers, 47 other ranks.
Misging—1 other rank.
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Amongst the splendid men who fell that day we read
the names of Sgt. F. P. Laxton; Troopers V. G. Bottomley,
D, Carrington, E, J. Clements, F. A, Connolly, M. M. Don-
nally, P. 8. Jackson, J. J. Kenny, M, J. MeCarthy, P. M.
O Dowd, €. E. Rathjen.

The missing man was badly wounded and was not seen
lying in the dense growth of barley when the retirement
began on the 19th, He was afterwards found by the Turks
and treated in one of their hospitals,

For meritorious and gallant services rendered in this
engagement, Major J. W, Parsons was awarded the Distin-
guished Service Order, Lieuts, H. Gee, C, Stumm and F.
Farlow were awarded the Military Crosz; Troopers IL
Braham and J. P. MeGrath received the Distinguished Con-
duct Medal, and Sgt. . Aubrey was awarded the Military
Medal,

While the regiment was reorganising at Abasan, it was
inspected by General Chauvel, On the 24th April and the
following day we moved to Wadl Sheik Nuran and provided
working parties for the purpose of filling in old Turkish
entrenchments. While stationed at SBheik Nuran, we rode
twice a day to water horzes in the Wadi Guzze, under the
shadow of Tel el Fara, Fara was a huge mound of earth
thrown up on the southern bank of the Wadi Guzze and
overlopking a permanent pool of water,

On 1st May the regiment moved out to patrol enemy
territory in the vieinity of Shanag, and troops under Lieufs,
Stumm and Gordon galned touch with enemy patrols, who
retired after a brief engagement, Late that afternoon Lieut.
W. Moyle, aeceompanied by Troopers Donovan and Burgess,
rode forward to reconnoitre the enemy position and nar-
rowly escaped belng captured. They had ridden across a
plain and were ascending a small hill to gain a view of
the surrounding country when they heard the pounding of
hoofs, and on looking down they saw two troops of Turkish
cavalry racing around the sides of the hill from opposite
directions to cut off their retreat, Putting spurs to their
horses, they galloped down the hill and on across the plain,
averting capture by a margin of yards. This thrilling
incident was witnessed by the whole regiment, which was
gome digtanes away, and for a time the onlookers thought
Lieut. Moyle and his two comrades would be captured, but
when pursuers and pursued came on to the plain country
the gturdy Australian horses drew away from the Turkish
ponies and the enemy drew rein and retired. The pursuers
were armed with swords and lances, but apparently had no

LIRUTEMNANT-COLONEL JOHN W, PARSONS,
D.EG, V.

Commanding Officer of the Reglment from Aungust 117, to January,
1918, mnd temporary commander of the 4th ALF, Light Horae Brigade.
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firearmes, although a number of Turkish infantry men were
seen kneeling at the foot of the hill and firing at the Aus-
tralians ag they raced away. Fortunately, none of them was
hit, and all are agread that Lieut, Moyle and hig scouts,
Donovan and Burgess, owed their freedom to their own
individual courage, their good horsemanship and the game-
ness of their horseg. On 3rd May the reglment took over a
gection of the line at El Sha'nth and patrols were sent out
to varlous points along the Wadi Guzze. On Gth May we
moved to El Gamli and thence to Kh el Far, where we
camped for the night. On the morning of the Tth we
sttacked a Turkish outpost at Kh el Kaself, and alter a
smart exchange of shots the Turks retired, During the
night we withdrew and returned to 11 Sha'nth. Next morn-
ing enemy 'planes flew over our camp, circling round and
round the area for several minutes, after which they flew
off to thelr own lines. We assumed they had taken photo-
graphs of the locality, Next morning several 'planes
returned and bombed the camp.

On the 10th we patrolled the country in the region of
Abu el Rigal, Maalaga and Rishid Bek. Enemy cavalrg
patrolz were encountered and we drove them back to thelr®
own lines. Roving Bedouins acted as scouts for the Turkp
and conveved warnings of our approach by means of smoke
gignale. On the 12th we were relieved by the Bucks
Yeomanry, and we retired to our old camp at Fukari, whera
we were held in réserve, and on the 15th we retired via™
Khan Yunis to a seaside rest camp at Tel el Marakeb, where
both men and horses enjoved the surf bathing. While here
we received a consignment of comforts {rom the 11th Light
Hor=e Comforiz Fund in Australin, which was very highly
appreciated, On the 16th May, Lieut.-Col. Grant., D.5.0.,
took over temporary command of the 4th Brigade, and
Major J. W, Parsons, D.8.0., assumed command of the
regiment,




CHAPTER XIL

BEERSHEBA PATROLS AND DEMOLITION WORK.

Towards the end of May, plans were perfected for
a large scale raid on the Turkish railway line running
south from Beersheba to Ashluj and thence to Auja. This
line had not been used by the enemy since the British
had advanced to the Wadi Guzze, but so long as it
remained intact, it constituted a definite menace to our
right flank., Furthermore, the enemy was short of steel
rails, and it waz helieved that he would attempt to remove
that section of rails for his ewn use elsewhere. We,
therefore, proposed to raid the sector and destroy the
line and bridges, The operation was to be carried out
by two columns. One eolumn, comprising the Engineer-
ing Field Squadrons of the Anzac and Imperial Mounted
Divisions accompanied by the lst Australian Light Horse
Brigade, would move from Shellal to Ashluj, whilst the
second column, comprising the Camel Brigade with its
Field Engineering Troop, and “C" Squadron of the 11th
Light Horse Regiment, would mareh simultaneously from
Rafa ta Auja.

The absence of water on the route, the uncertainty
of the supply at Ashluj and Auja, and the presence of a
strong enemy foree within striking distance of the area
to be raided, caused the venture to be an extremely
hazardous one. Every precaution was adopted to insure
the seerecy of the raid, and, accordingly, the 6th Light
Horse Regiment was thrown around the village of Kha-
lasa to prevent a leakage of information to the enemy
lines. The scheme was a masterpiece of careful plan-
ning and subterfuge. On the morning of the raid our
Infantry Divisions on the left flank demonstrated against
Gaza, while the Imperial and Anzac Mounted Divisions
made demonstrationa at Beersheba and the country be-
tween the latter place and Ashluj to camouflage the real
purpose of our presence in that area and further south.

The actual work of demolishing the lines and
bridges was directed by Brigadier-General R. E. M. Rus-
sell, C.V.0., C.B.E., D.8.0., R.E,, an officer of the British
Begular Army, who was most ably assisted by the Royal
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Engineers and a number of picked men of the engineer-
ing units with the Australian Mounted Brigades, Several
tons of explosives were carrvied on camels, in kerozene
ting, and handy elips for clamping the charges to the steel
rails were made from the hoop-iron bands which were
originally used to eompress bales of fodder,

“C" Squadron of the 11th Light Horse Regiment,
under Captain Koch, acted as covering troops for the
demolition party working on the Auja sectors. On arrival
there, the squadron carried out a smart piece of work by
apprehending all Arabs in and around Auja, and hold-
ing them in the town until the task of the demolition
“gang” was completed. The ftroop under Lieuntenant
Clifford patrolling the adjacent country sighted enemy
cavalry near Hill 1020 and drove them off. By the after-
noon of the 23rd, the whole of the work was completed,
and the parties withdrew, “C™ Bquadron acting as rear
guard and engaging the enemy when his screens and
patrols pressed forward., That night, a half-troop under
Sergeant Wilson wag ordered back to Hill 902, to stand
guard over one of our ’planes which had been forced.
down by engine trouble in the late afternoon. Next da}*@"'-
repairs were effected, and the 'plane flew back to 1ts-
lase, south of Khan Yunis.

The raid on Auga and Ashluj was highly success-
ful, and will go down in history as a military masterpiece, |
hoth in organisation and execution, The demolition
parties, numbering four officers and one hundred men,
destroved every steel rail along 13 miles of track, as
well as a guantity of Decauville line, In addition, they
wrecked one bridge of 18 arches, one of 12, one of six,
one of five, one of three, one of two arches, a viaduet
which had been built over the Wadi Theigat el Amirin,
and a number of arched culverts, In the villages and
sidings, all station buildings, railway points and switches
and telegraph lines and polez were destroyved. In short,
everything useful to the enemy was either destroved or
carried away.

The G.0.C. was loud in his praises of the work of
this small but intrepid party, which had the temerity to
dash in under the guns of a numerically superior enemy
force and destroy his property so completely, without
loss to itself.

During the time that “C"” Squadron was engaged
in the raid mentioned above, “A" and “B"” Squadrons of
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the Regiment, under Captains E, Costello and C. Munro
respectively, were demonstrating against the enemy at
Beersheba and carrying out patrol duty. At the conclu-
gion of the Auja raid, “A” and “B" Squadrons returned
to Fukhari, where they were joined by *C” Sguadron.

On May 28th, the Regiment moved to Um Urgan,
taking over the outpost line in that sector. The following
morning, at dawn, a troop of “C" Sguadron, under
Lieutenant Gordon, captured a Turkish infantry patrol
of eight men., During the afternoon of the 29th, enemy
'planes bombed our lines, but no casualties resulted. Next
day, we occupied the day outpost line and had several
sharp skirmishes with the enemy, who made repeated
attempta to enecirele our observation posts covering the
Wadi Imleigh sector,

During the afterncen a large body of Turks and
Bedouins alttempted to harvest the crops growing in fields
opposite our sector, but we attacked, driving them back
to their lines. On 6th June we welcomed back to our
ranks 23 men who had recovered from wounds., On Tth
June, a ceremonial parade was held, at which General
Chauvel decorated Major J. W. Parsons and Lieutenant
F. Farlow with the Distinguished Service Order, and the
Military Cross respectively, awards which had been gal-
Iantli.' won by these officers at the Battle of Gaza on 19th
April.

On 26th June, a patrol under Lieutenant Gordon.
“C" Squadron, rescued three Australian airmen whose
'‘planes had been forced down outside our lines,

(zeneral Rir Edmund Allenby arrived in Cairo on
27th June to assume command of the British forces in
Palestine. During the month of July, the Regiment car-
ried out patrol duty in enemy territory in front of Beer-
sheba, Our patrols ventured deep into his territory to
test hiz strength and discover other vital details about
hiz positions. Sometimes these demonstrations were car-
ried out with little or no resistance by the enemy, while,
at other times, he retaliated in no uncertain manner. For
example, on July 4th, while we were demonstrating in
the vicinity of Umm Farrath, the enemy opened fire with
field pieces, and it was estimated that more than 300
shells fell amongst our troops that dayv. Fortunately, we
moved into broken country where cover was good and
our casualties were glight. Sergeant Dowie, of “B”
Squadron was killed and three other ranks were
wounded.
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On Tth Jul:g, a ceremonial parade was held at our
base at Fukhari, and we were inspected by General
Allenby, our new Commander-in-Chief.

~ On 19th July, the Regiment moved with the 4th
Brigade to demonstrate in the vicinity of Goz Mabruk
and Eiunggar, At the last mentioned place we drew
water from a seriez of very ancient cisterns, relics of a
h;-gm}e age. When darkness set in, we returned to El
Gamli and bivouacked for the night. The reconnaissance
was repeated next day, and at nightfall we returned to
Fukhari. The following day, the Regiment was ordered
to the rest camp at Marakeb, where both men and horses
enjoyed a few days’ rest. The daily life of a Light Horse-
man in the field is a strenuous one, With a horse whose
every need is given priority to all other things, he has
little time for leisure. The time that may reasonably be
regarded as leisure, in the life of the foot soldier, is occu-
pied by the Light Horseman in grooming, feeding and
watering his horse, preparing picket lines and cleaning
his gear, and so rest camps, such as the one at Marakeb, .-
;::la}'ed an important part in the drama of war in .Palas---‘.“!
tine. Our horses were assured of a good rest, but this :-
hardly applied to the troopers, for the Australian’®
18 inseparable, not only from his love of sport, but
alzo from his individual inclination to participate in it, in |
one form or another. Consequently, shortly after our |
arrvival at Marakeb, a comprehensive programme of
sport was drawn up, into which evervone entered with
great zeal and expectations, The days were spent in surf
carnivals, foot running, and jumping, tug-o’-wars and
other games and competitions of a purely military
character. The evenings produced the inevitable boxing
tournaments and concert entertainments, and here a
1';:':}!‘(]'_ may he said t‘c_nr the excellent entertainment pro-
vided by the 4th Brigade Concert Party, Many of its
members reached high places in the ranks of professional
entertainers, both in Australia and England, after the
war. Having rested for 10 days, the Regiment marched
to Tel el Fara to resume patrol duty in the territory he-
tween the Wadi Guzze and Beersheha,

_ On 13th August, Lieutenant Colonel W. Grant
D.B.0O., was appointed to the temporary command of the
3rd Australian Light Horse Brigade with the rank of
Brigadier-General. Major J. W. Parsons, D.8.0. was
appointed to command the Regiment and pt*oﬁu;uted
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Lisutenant-Colonel. Major P. J. Bailey returned from
hogpital and was appeinted Second in Command of the
Regiment,

BATTLE OF BEERSHEBA.

Sir Edmund Allenby, the new Commander-in-Chief,
began active control of his forces on the morning of the
30th June by moving Army Headquarters from its pala-
tial surroundings at the Savoy Hotel, in Caire, to the
village of Kalab, a few miles north of Rafa, which was
a front-line area. This move had the advantage of bring-
ing him and his staff of assistants within a short motor-
drive of his front-line positions, and ere long it was a
common gight to see the new G.0.C, and his staff riding
or driving through his soldiers’ camps along the Wadi
Guzze, His plan of attack, based on the comprehensive
notes of Sir Philip Chetwode, was soon formulated, and
preparsations to carry it into effect were begun in earnest
from end to end of the British line, It was soon evident
to us that the plan of battle was to be différent from the
previous attacks on the Gaza-Beersheba line insomuch
as the main forece of it would be directed against Beer-
sheba, The ultimate suceess of the venture, as in all such
military coups, would depend largely upon the secrecy of
our plans, and, with this objeet in view, elaborate
preparations were made to disguise our intentions and
deceive the enemy into believing that the fortresses of
Gaza were to be our main objective again,

Many of the Australians opposing the Turks in
Palestine had taken part in the evacuation of Gallipoli,
that splendid hoax of the Turkish army, and were mas-
ters in the art of deception as it applied to warfare.

Dummy camps were erected in the territory opposite
Gara, and, at night, fires were kindled and hurricane
lamps were left burning in the tents. Bmall squads of
horsemen rode back and forth on the banks of the Guzze,
deliberately raising great clouds of dust, the whole
scheme indicating a concentration of troops in that area.
Nor were these sham preparations confined to the land.
Naval boats slipped into the mouth of the Wadi Hesi, a
few miles north of Gaza, and took soundings as though
a landing from the sea was intended, Simultaneously
with these “stunts” a masterpiece of bluff was carried
out on the Island of Cyprus to prevent the enemy from
sending reinforcements from Syria to the Palestine front.
A large camp was marked out on the island; buoys were

e

HISTORY QF 1lth LIGHT HORSE REGIMENT 79

sel up apparently to divect transports in the harbour, and
enguiries were made through local contractors for sup-
plies for a large body of troops, and other arrangements
were carried out, all intended to promote gossip amongst
the inhabitants of the island, gossip which would reach
the enemy agents on the mainland, On the right flank
the mounted troops carried out daily patrols reaching
far into the enemy territory in front of Beersheba, but
these patrols were mere passive demonstrations designed
to accostom the Turks to our presence in that vicinity.
That these schemes succeeded in deceiving the enemy is
evidenced by a Turkish despatch captured in Jerusalem
some months later, The despateh was from the Turkish
Commander at Gaza to the Turkish High Command in
Jerusalem, and an extract reads:—

_ “An enemy outflanking movement on Beersheba,
with about one infantry and one cavalry division is in-
dicated but the main attack, as before, must be expected
on the Gaza front.”

General Allenby’s battle order was issued on Oc-

tober 22nd, the general plan being as follows:— i,

General Chetwode, with XX Corps, was to att&c}(
Beersheba from the south-west, while General Chauvel
with two divisions of Desert Mounted Corps, would
assault the town from the east and north-east, the com-
bined attack being scheduled to take place on October
31st. On October 28th, the 11th Light Horse Begiment,:
470 strong, moved from Tel ¢l Fara with the 4th Brigade
on the first stage of its ride to encircle Beersheba, That
night we camped at Esani, and the fellowing day pro-
ceeded to Khalasa, a small village which stands on the
site of the ancient city of Eleusa. We rested here during
the afternoon, and, at nightfall, moved off on the final
stage of our movement to take up a position within strik-
ing distance of Beersheba. The ride from Khalasa that
night will long be remembered by the 11th Regiment.
The night was hot and oppressive, and great billows of
heavy dust rolled through the ranks of plodding horses
and clung to the c¢olumn in a dense cloud as it moved
slowly across the lowlands south of Beersheba.

We filled our water-bottles at Khalaga, but, in view
of the conditions ahead of us, known and unknown, we
were exhorted to conserve this meagre supply at all costs
and by all means in our power. By midnight both men
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and horses were showing the need of water, and, w_ith
Khalaza far behind us; the nearest wells now lay behind
the defences of Beersheba, in the heart of the town.

Soon after midnight, our O.C., Celonel Parsons,
D.5.0., drew out from his position at the head of the
eolumn, exehanginge a word here and there with the tired
troopers as they rode along. One section of men of “C"
SBquadron were discussing the “shortage of water” in
terma that left nothing to the imapination, when the
Colonel interrupted them.

“You fellows should copy my example,” he said. “For
the past tem miles, T have earried a small pebble in my
mouth, and I haven't felt the need of a drink of water,”

For a moment, this well-meant advice from the C.0.
was met by & “stony” silence, but, as he rode off into the
darkness, a wag in the troop called out in a hoarse and
croaky voice, “If the Colonel can travel tem miles without
a drink on one small pebble, how far will he go on half a
brick T’ and Colone] Parsons, not vet out of earshot, join-
ed in the general laughter that followed,

Just before davbreak, the attack developed on our
left {lank, and the roar of the guns reverberating through
the hills and wadis was a heartening sound to our ears.
During the day, we relieved the 8th Regiment on an oul-
post line with the 12th Regiment on our right, and the 7th
Mounted Brigade on our left. We came under heavy
machine gun fire on the left, and our right flank wag sub-
jected to heavy rifle fire from a Turkish redoubt cun-
:umgl:. placed at the convergence of two low ridges. As
the afternoon wore on, the position became serious. The
outer defences of Beersheba had not tallen to our attacks
and the mounted treops could net endure another night
without water. Occasionally, as we worked onto the high
ground, we could see the town of Beersheba lying in a
zaucer-shaped dip at the foot of the Judean hills, A bar-
ren, treelezs plain sloped easily down to the fown four
miles away. It was too far off to permit an organised dis-
mounted attack hefore darkness set in, and with every
moment that pasesed the position became more critical,
Earlier in the day, General Chauvel had established his
headquarters on a slight rise some dislance in our rear, in
the vicinity of Khashm Zanna, and here, as the afternoon
waned, a tonse military drama of tremendous importance
was being enacted. General Chauvel had just made up
his mind that a galloping charge was his only hope of
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gaving the day. With him were General Hodgson,
Brigadier-General Grant, of the 4ih Australian Brigade,
and Brigadier-General Fitzgerald, of the &th Imperial
Mounted Yeomanry Brigade. Generals Grant and Pitz-
gerald both pleaded with their leader for the honour of
the charge. Those few brief moments, made fense by a
dezsperate situation, must rightly occupy a place amongst
the “memorable moments in history."”

General Chauvel had always tried to remain impartial
in his treatment of the Australian and Imperial hordaemen
under his charge, and for an instant he remained silent,
ghowing no outward sign of the conflict taking place
within him. Turning guietly to General Hodgson, he
gettled the matter in one swift, crisp sentence, “Put
Grant straight at it," he exclaimed,

General Grant wasted no time in formalities, but run-
ks captured by Tight Horsemen in the Ju I 1017 ¢ ning to hiz horse he mounted and galloped away to
assemble his Brigade., The 11th Regiment was spread
over a long line of outposts, and considerable time must
elapse before they could be assembled, but the 4th and
12th Regiments were already agsembled near at haggd,
and were soon drawn up in battle formation behind ‘the
crest of a ridge looking down upon the plain of Begr-
sheba. At 4.30, the first line of Australian horsemen went
over the ridge at a trot which soon developed into a hand
gallop, as the troopers, with bayoneis flashing in their
¥ hands, warmed to the cceasion and spurred their mounts
aonward. A second and third line followed at intervals of
300 yards, and, ere long, the great plain echoed to the
beat of a thousand horses.

A handful of picked horsemen, acting as ground
gsconts, raced ahead of the main body, eyes alert for the
first signs of barbed wire, but, fortunately, the Turks had
thrown up no wire entanglemenis around the trenches in
that area.

The enemy opened fire with shrapnel, which burst
In white puffs over the galloping lines, As the horsemen
neared the first line of trenches, they came under the
fire of machine guns and rifles, but, without checking
their speed, they swept across the Turkish defences. S3ome
of the men dismounted and went to work with rifle and
bayonet, while others raced on to the town, chasing the
Turks into the hills beyvond. In one brief, glorious hour,
the Turkish left flank was shattered, and Heersheba was

—

Troopers of the 11th Light Horse Heglment crossing the fooded Wadl

it o Decomber 1917, ours. The spectacle of Light Horsemen, with bayonets in

i (-




g2 HISTORY OF |lth LIGHT HORSE RESIMENT

their hands, charging infantrymen in strongly entrenched
positions, was something quite unique in the history of
warfare in any period, and the boldness of the charge
and its unparalleled success, fired the imagination of the
British peoplea. The newspapers in England, Australia
and America flashed the news around the waorld in beld
headlines,

For many nights “Grant's Brigade” was the toast of
honour in every officers’ mess along Allenby’'s front, Its
counterpart in the troopers’ lines was an equally spon-
taneous cheer for “Grant’s mob,” wherever the 4th Bri-
gade colours were geen,

The Commonwealth official historian relates that an
intercepted wireless message sent by the Turkish Com-
mander as he fled in the night from Beersheba, stated
in effect that his troops had broken becausze they were
“terrified of the Australian Cavalry.”

The historian states further that a German Staff Off-
cer caplured in Beersheba said that, when the 4th Bri-
gade was seen to move, its advance had been taken for a
mere demonstration. “We did not believe,” he said, “that
the charge would be pushed home. That seemed an
impossible intention. 1 have heard a ereat deal of the
tighting quality of Australian soldiers. They are not sol-
diers at all; they are madmen.”

And while the rest of the world was agogr at this
fearless exploit of the casual Australian and his equally
imperturbable horse, these fellows were swapping yvarns
around their eamp fires, in the streets and roads of Heer-
sheba, or lounging around the time-honoured wells of the
town where Abraham, Isaac and Joseph and the sons of
Samuel watered their flocks. Other parties of them were
still “mopping™ up the town, collecting prisoners and
booty and piling the latter into hastily formed dumps.

The 11th Regiment captured four hundred prison-
ers and a great quantity of booty. Some of the Germans
and Turks who were rooted out of dugouts and build-
ings resisted, and there were a few isolated “scraps,”
which invariably ended in our favour. We found loaves
of coarse Turkish bread, tins of poor quality coffee, and
dried apricots and dates and figs. There was an almost
unlimited supply of Turkish paper money, which, alas,
had no intrinsic value for the British troops, but it was
rumoured that a troop of one Regiment found a quantity
of Turkish gold. A sergeant of the 11th Regiment dis-

]
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covered a canvas bag filled with Turkish war meidals,
including many Gallipoli Stars {a medal struck by the
Turkish War Ministry to celebrate Gallipoli), which he
shared amongst his mates. In another part of the town #
liberal stock of cognae and red and w ite wine was un-
earthed, but, before an officer who heard of the discov-
ery could place a guard over it, the find had vanished.
This officer afterwards said he never saw anything dis-
appear so quickly or so completely. He admitted that
he got a bottle of cognac out of it himself, but added,
somewhat ruefully, “I had to buy it from a Digper who
was in the early rush. It cost me five ‘bob'."

There was the usual crop of humorous incidents
which invariably followed in the wake of the Australians,

About midnight a Digger staggered into our lines, a
bottle of cognac in each hand, a rollicking seng on his
lips, and with the front of his tunjc glittering with a score
or more of Turkish war medals pinned closely together.
In a loud, thick veice, punctuated with hiceouchs, he in-
sisted that the Sergeant-Major should come out of his
bed and salute him, but, to his everlasting disgust,
unsympathetic sergeant of the guard threw him in the
guard tent to keep him out of further mischiet. i

Later still that night, another wag rolled into our
lines and wakened his companions for the purpose, as he
expressed it, of declaring himself “s Turkish million-
aire,” and, lest anyone should doubt his assertion, he
emptied a feed-bag of Turkish bank notes by the side of
the [lire, and, throwing himself down om his mountain
of money, fell fast asleep,

It was almost daybreak before the last of the inde-
pendent foragers filtered into oup lines. Next morning
a small party of Headguarters men, led by Sergeant
Flemming, captured two Turkish soldiers whe were
found hiding in a cave in the bank of a wadi. They were
unceremoniously pulled sut of their lair, and the Sergeant
marched them to Headquarters at the point of his re-
volver. Soon after breakfast enemy ‘planes bombed sur
lines, scoring a hit on our Army Medical tent, killing Ser-
geant Carney, of the A M.C

That night the Regiment occupied an outpost line
running from the Mosque in Beersheba north-west to
Gamli Road, and the patrols were despatched to a dis-

I:ancq of four miles along all roads in that sector without
sighting the enemy,
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On 2nd November the Regiment was relieved from
its putpost position and moved to a bivouac area at Karm
to reorganise.

Reorganisation after an engagement always meant
“kit inzpection,” which is the official method of discov-
ering losses of gear due to that engagement. Each man
spreads his blanket on the ground and piles all the gear
he has upon it as neatly ag possible, The Commanding
Officer, the Adjutant and the Sergeant-Major then walk
slowlv through the lines, when shortages are listed and
requisitions issued to “stores” to replace them,

During his inspection at Karm that morning, Colonel
Parsons noticed that every man in one particular Troop
of “C" Squadron had conspicuously placed a Iarge round
stone on the centre of his blanket. The effect produced
by a matter of forty round stones in a long, straight row
on the smooth line of blankets, was inescapable and ex-
traordinary, and failing, quite naturally, to grazp the sig-
nificance of it, the Colonel addressed the nearest trooper.

“What is the purpose of the round stones?’ zaid he,
pointing along the line.

“Those stones, sir,” replied the trooper, very serious-
Iy, “represent the pebble yvou told us about at Khalasa,
and which we now carry in the kits for guenching our
thiraet,”” and, for the gecond time, the Colonel joined in
the laughter at his own expense. The boys were satisfied,
They had carried their joke to its natural eonclusion, and
nothing further was heard of the Colonel’s thirst-quench-
ing pebble.

CHAPTER XIIL
BATTLE OF SHERIA.

After being driven from his position at Heersheba, the
enemy fell back into strongly entrenched positions, the prin-
cipal ones being Tel el Khuweilfe and Tel el Sheria, lying
north of Beersheba, the latter place being directly on the
Jerusalem-Beersheba railway line.

Sheria was strongly held by a series of well placed
machine-gun redoubts supported by infantry trenches. The
country around Sheria was broken by small crooked wadis,
which afforded fair cover for horses, but the ridges them-
gelves were entirely denuded of trees or vegetation, afford-
ing no cover whatsoever for advancing troops.

General Allenby's plan was to follow through quickly
with his success at Beersheba, keeping the Turks on the
run if possible, and at the same time swinging his left flank
in a wide are to concentrate on the territory behind Gika
at Huj and other important positions on the Gaza-Jerusalem
railway line, ju

Imperial Infantry Brigades had attacked Gaza on the
27th Octaber, and after stiff fighting the town was captured
by the British on 6th November, the enemy falling back to
reserve positions at Huj and Beit Hanun,

On the morning of the 5th November the 4th Brigade
was again on the march, the 11th Regiment taking over an
outpost line from the 2Znd Imperia]l Mounted Brigade at
Bir el Girheir, north-west of Beersheba, We relieved the
Bast Riding Regiment “B" and “C" Squadrons, holding the
line with A" Squadron in support. Owing to a shortage of
water our horses were taken back to Tel el Fara, a distance
of 12 miles, returning the following afternoon. On the 6th
November we maintained touch with the Royal Irish Rifles
on our right flank, and at 4 o'clock in the afternoon we
moved forward with them to attack the Kauwaukah Re-
doubt. At nightfall we were withdrawn from the line and
moved to Abu Irgeig to ration the troops and horses.

The morning of the Tth dawned crisp and clear, with
no hint of the tragedy which would befall the 11th Regl-
ment that day. Early morning operations, in fact, augured
well for the success of the British troops, The 10th Infantry
Division aszailed the Hareira Redoubt, and despite heavy
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opposition captured it, and the 60th Division (Londoners)
with characteristic dash and courage stormed the great
maound at Sheria and drove the Turks and Germans out of
their trenches and redoubts at the point of the bayonet.
Driven from this stronghold, the enemy retreated to a line
about two miles behind their original position and “dug in"
on a long bare ridge that sloped up from the Wadi Sadeh, a
branch of the Wadi Sheria, Spurning the cover of the
trenches on the great mount at Sheria, which they had just
captured, the Londoners dashed in pursuit of the enemy,
but as they crossed the first bare ridge the Turks opened fire
with shrapnel, machine guns and rifles, causing many
casualties. The task was too great for this gallant foree,
which was weakened by the earlier fighting that day, and
subsequently they came to a halt on a ridge opposite the
enemy trenches and separated by the Wadl Sadeh. Here
they “dug in.,” and held the line awaiting reinforcements.
Meantime the 4th Brigade had ridden hard from Irgeig to
Sheria, arriving there at 10 o’clock. From a vantage point
on the heights of the mound at Sheria, General Chauvel
reviewed the position and decided to employ the 4th Light
Horse Brigade and the 5th Mounted Brigade in an attempt
to smagh the Turkish line. Soon after 10 o'clock General
Hodgson, who had command of these two brigades, received
frem General Chauvel his orders to “clear the enemy from
the front of the G0th Division." Hiz objective was a mud
hut standing out elearly at Khurbet Buteihah, on a ridge
behind the Turkish lines, but to reach it his horsemen niust
gallop through the ranks of the Londoners and then
through the Turks.

In the words of the Commonwealth Official Historian,
“this desperate mission was entrusted to Grant’s 4th Light
Horse Brigade, which was ordered to ecross the wadi
mounted and strike hard for Khurbet Buteihah. The 11th
and 12th Regiments were to form the spearhead of the
charge with the 4th Regiment supporting., The left Aank
was allotted to the 11th Regiment, and it was decided that
"A" and "B Bquadrons, under the command of Major P. J.
Bailey, zhould take part in the mounted charge with “C"
Squadron of the regiment in reserve. The regiment formed
up and we trotted down to the wadi erossing, reserving the
strength of our herses for the gallop across the ridges
beyend. At this time the horses had been 28 hours without
a drink, and as the wadl contained shallow pools of water
we drew rein while they drank greedily despite the shrapnel
shells bursting low overhead.
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The Official Historian's account of the subsequent
action is here quoted:—

“It was clear that heavy punishment awaited the regiments
ag goon a8 they renched the northern bank, and thaot pace alone
could give the attack any chance of sueccess. The leading
stuadrons  therefore urged their horaes on, and trotted and
cantered up the zteep tracks on the other gide. Az they smergod,
they rode Into shafts of machine-gun and rifle fire at effective
range, Cameron, on the vight, declded at onece thal thers wag no
chanee hers of a gecond ‘Beersheba’; he dismounted one of hiz
suadrons and senl back the horses, while the men advaneed
on foot, Another squadreon, gallopiig forward abowt 300 yards,
also dismounted and went to work with the ritle,

“On the left two squadronz of the 11th, deploying as they
cleared the wadl, went forward ot the gallop, On this sector
the line of the British Infontry was close to the wadl. Careloss
of the heavy fire, and riding hard, they passed many dead Lon-
doners, who had failen earlier in the morning, and dashed on
through the advoneed riflemen beyond. The gallant Cockneys,
remembering Beershebd, rose and cheered them as they went
by, but the opposing fire, wild when frst the lighl horgemen
left the wadi, was now stesdier and more accarate. The leaders
saw, lke Cameron, that the low-lying Turks werse not to be
demoralised by two slonder squadrons, and a few hundred yards
beyondl the infantry the order was given to halt, the horges were
rughed baek, and the men, lying elose to the ground, vpemngtd
fire with thelr rifles, -

“But one of the treops of Major E. Costello’s sguadron—(FA"
Squadron of the 11th Regiment}—missed the signal to diamoont
and galloped on, With their leader. Lisutenani A. R. Brierty,
at thefr head. this little party of twenfv-one light horsemen
spurred stralght ot o groop of shallow Torkish entréenchments,
The rifie fire was terrific, but the pace saved the Auwstraliang
and when they came within a few horge-lengths of the advanced
Iline the Turks ralged thelr hands. PBrierly led the troop over
the little trench at the gallop; then with enemy riflemen all
round them, the men flung themselves from thelr saddles to
ruzh i with the hayonet. Ag they halled. the Turks who had
surrendered opened five with thelr rifles at o (ow vards' range;
and the other troops all round joined o the shooting, In a few
seconds avery Anstralinn horse lud fallen, eleven men had been
kitled, and the rest of the troop, except one, wounded. The
digaster was so complote that relief was purposeless, but Lied-
tenant J. 8 Bartlett, a tellow troop leader of Brierty's, advanced
boldly from the left with o Hotehkizz and nine viflemen, got
into o good position and shot down a number of Turks who were
moving from their trenches towards Brierty's pacty. Twenty
Turke and ons German officer were afterwards found dead there
In.a heap. F Bartlect's party of len, four were killed and thres
wounded, The remaining men of the two squadrong werse now
precarionsly placed some hundred yards in front of the Infantry,
and the Turks concentrated their fire npon them, at the same
time creeping lorward with the bayonet. The ground gave very
little cover, but the light horsemen hung on all day. shooling in
that terribly deliberate sure way which alwavs distinguished
ithem in bitter fire-fights,
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“Dmring the afternoon a call was made for stretcher-boarers
gt the 11th Regiment's headguarters just sounth of the wadi
Chaplain W, J. Dunbar, the regimental ‘padre,” an Australian
Methodist clergyman who had jolned the Light Horee ag &
troopor and had been promoted in the feld, was among those
who ot once valunieered. Crossing the wadi on his horse,
Dunbar rode torward onder heavy fire, the one horseman on the
lundseapr, 10 some ltile straw stacks, where he engaged in
dressing & number of wonndsed men, While lie was there Trooper
W. P. Forster, who' had bean with Brierty ‘and had been ooly
alightly wounded. rose from amidst the mase of dead horses,
and aveiding the Turks, run towards the wadi. Dunbar, despite
the proteasta of a few men at the straw stacks, ot once dashed
ont to meet him. As Forster ran the German machine-gunners
opened fire. For zome time the bullets cut up. the dust cloze
behind him: and as he went on unhit, and the Chapliin ran (o
Join Wim, every Londoner and Augtralian Iying on the exposed
glope and breathlessly watching the two men, praved for their
egeape.  Forster was hit and fell. But he rose at once, and
staggering on met Donbar; then both men, coming under a
stream of bullets, weps killed.

“Towards: sunset the llght horsemen rejoiced (o see waves of
the reserve brigade of the 60th Division advancing from their
left rear. The brigade came on ateadily despite heavy Turkish
shelling. It wis dusk when they regched the Australlans, who
cheered them s= they had themselves been cheered by the
Londoners in the morning. But this was no madeap exploit of a
few horsemen, The infantty men had strength and depth, “How
frr awny are the hlighters? asked a sergesant. “‘Five hundred
yardr,” replied an Auwstralinn,  “Then in five minutes,” said the
Londoner, “we'll be Info them.! Some of the Australiznz rose to
join in the sport, and marched away with the inféntry Into the
growing darknesz; a few minutes later thoze who remalned
heard a hosarse poar above the rattle of the machlnegun and
rifte fire: The Londomers had charged bome with the bayonet :
the Turkish resistance was finally broken, and the goleway to
Palesting wos opemn."

Broadly speaking, that is the story of the swift, tragic
and almost total annlhilation of “C" Troop “A" Squadron
of the 11th Light Horse Regiment, It was a reversal that
was transformed into the regiment’s most glorious saga of
achievement by collective and individual acts of gallantry
in the face of the most terrifying odds. Rorke’'s Drift, Bala-
clava, and all the other “thin red lines"” of British history
were enacted again, with terrible directness that day on the
slopes of Sheria,

When Lieutenant Brierty and his men galloped over
the first enemy trench, the terrified Turks threw down their
rifles and raised thelr hands in token of surrender, Without
a pause or a backward glance at the prisoners, Brierty and
his men raced on to the second line of trenches 250 yards
beyond, and here they ran into the main Turkish force in
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Turkish Teilpg capiured nt My Tine Station

Major Edward Costello, D8.0., Toemporary Commandor,
1ith Light Harse Reglment.

AT Squndrati-—11th Light Horse Beglment—diuwn up In thae
Clty of Gaca.
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that sector strongly entrenched in a redoubt. As they faced
the muzzles of the machine guns and rifles at close range,
every man must have known how slim was his chance of
gurviving. But there was no panle or disorder amongst
them. At a signal from their officer, the troopers reined in
their horses, and Sergeants Thistlethwaite and Rankin
swung In from their respectlve positions on each flank of
the troop to keep touch with their leader. The troopers
flung themszelves from their saddles; horse holders grasped
the reins of their comrades’ mounts as they had been taught
to do on the parade grounds of Enoggera and Egypt; rifles,
bavonets fixed, flashed in the hands of those now free for
dismounted action, and with one accord they prepared to
rush the enemy trench and take it at the point of the

bayonet.
Before they could step clear of the horses, however,
; . the Turks, who up to this time appeared to be spellbound,
General view ';ulll:‘l|!:.i:|:1'r.!.:ll'|':II'.II!:LLIIFFI.'I-:!'LI{11;:TJEITI|I.]:II;1I:-'_JLI“I1;.L.HE]"h- an the : GBETIEL']. fire at I}D'i.ﬂt blank range. and those of the enemy
' ' who had surrendered in the first trench, snatched up their

rifles and joined in the fire.

Many of the troopers and every horse went down under;.
that first withering blast. Lieutenant Brierty, Sergeans,
Thistlethwaite, Corporal O'Neil, Troopers Burness, Hull]
Forster, and Thorn were the only ones left standing, and-
. of these Brierty, Thistlethwaite, O'Neil, and Hull were
wounded. With a display of courage that beggars descrip-
tion, this gallant remnant of Brierty's force began firing on'
the enemy and accounted for many Turks as their heads
and shoulders appeared above the trench a few yards away.
Corporal 0'Neil and Trooper Hull were the next to go down,
both being killed instantly—and realising how tragically
they were outnumbered, Brierty ordered the remainder to
take cover behind the carcases of the horses.

Sergeant Thistlethwaite, already wounded in the thigh,
unfortunately dropped behind a horse that was in its death
throes, and as it strugeled to rise the animal kicked him
with its thrashing hooi= until eventually he was forced to
geek cover behind a dead horse a few vards away., While
doing so he waz again wounded, this time in the calf of the
lez. Lientenant Brieriy's left arm was almost severed at
the ghoulder by a burst of machine-gun bullets, but without
gign of panic or fuss he was seen to unfasten hiz buttons
and tuck the dangling limb inside his tunic. He was also
wounded In the right leg. HEach of the men in Brieriy's
party, erouching in different places behind the dead horses,

Tha 4th Light Horse Brigade drawn up on the plain at Belnh, on the realised that the situation ]uﬁtlﬁﬂd the H.IJIJ“F!HHUH of the
oceasion of an inspection by H.OE.H, the Duke of Connaught
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military maxim of “every man for himself,” and under cover
of the heavy fire from the British line and a friendly veil of
dust rising from the hoofs of struggling horses, Lieutenant
Brierty and Troopers Burneas and Thorn made a plucky
escape towards our left Hank into seme broken ground, and
eventually they reached their own lines. A few minutes
later Trooper Forater rose from cover behind a dead horse
and attempted to reach the wadi, but was killed before he
had gone many yards. During a Iull in the firing a large
number of Turks crept from the trench and erouched
amongst the dead horses, Three of them roughly stripped
Thistlethwaite of his bandolier and belt and one of them
commenced unlacing his boots, At this Instant Lieutenant
J. 8. Bartlett, of “A" Squadron, boldly advanced to the left
with his troop, and taking up a good position, poured a
deadly fire into the Turks amongst the dead horses, and to
such good effect that they fled back to their trench, leaving
behind twenty dead and a number of wounded.

sergeant Thistlethwaite, being badly wounded, re-
mained under cover and throughout the rest of the day euf-
fered a most harrowing experience as bullets from both the
enemy trenches and the British Unes frequently found a
billet in the carcase of the horse behind which he lay, and
he was hit several times in legs and feet, It was a swelter-
Ing afterncon and the wounded Turks lving around called
repeatedly to their comrades for water, Late in the after-
noon the Turks who were in the forward trench ran back
to their main line, and as they went past the sergeant he
appealed to a Turkish officer with them to be taken in for
treatment, but the Turk did not hesitate upon the order of

his going and replied in Arabic that he would send out for
him later,

Shortly before dusk two Turkish soldiers crept to the
dead horses and Sergeant Thistlethwaite watched them as
they rifled the pockets of hig dead comrades and searched
the saddle bags on the dead horses. They seemed mostly
concerned in the discovery of food and took biscuits and
other rations. For a time they lay beside Sergeant Thistle-
thwalite while they searched his pockets. He tried to con-
verse with them in both English and Arabie, but made no

headway as they apparently understood nothing but
Turkish.

Weakened from loss of blood and the terrible ordeal
through which he had passed, Thistlethwaite swooned, and
when he regained consciousness darkness had set in and
his Turkish visitors had departed, It = a tribute to his
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courage and tenacity of purpose that he then decided to
attempt an escape, and in spite of the terrible wound in his
thizh and his minor leg injuries, he erawled slowly and pain-
fully away from the shelter of the dead horses. Using a
rifle as a support, he was able to stand erect and hobble a
few steps at a time. His wounds bled anew, and frequently
he fell from weakness, but each time he managed to rise
and struggle onwards. At long last he heard the blegsed
sound of English voices and an alert sentry challenged him
from out of the darkness in an unmistakable Cockney voice,
By good fortune he had stumbled upon a party of Lon-
doners who at that moment were preparing for their charge
to the Turkish position, and they called for stretcher-
bearers, who carried him baclk to the 60th Division dressing
station in the wadi some distance away. We lost a number
of stalwart comrades that day whose names are here
recorded —

Captain Chaplain Dunbar,
sergeant Rankin.
Corparal O'Neil,

Troopers Bennett, G, Coleman, W. Coleman, F'I:,-fnllﬂ‘,
Forster, Hope, Hull, Linedale, Little, Robhinson,
Ross, Thompson, i

Troopers Burness and Thorn, whose courage, initiative
and good fortune enabled them to escape with only minor
injuries, were back In their saddles next dav carrying on.
with thelr “jobh."

For the part he played in the events of the day Lieu-
tenant Brierty was awarded the Military Croas,

Many stirring events at Sheria were made mute by the
tragic loss of “C"” Troop. Captain Dunbar’'s heroic attempt
Lo reach Trooper Forster under fire was praiseworthy in-
deed. When his two squadrons were so eritically placed
early in the day, Major P. J. Bailey rushed forward with a
machine gun and crew of the London Brigade, The officer
of the gun and two of the crew were killed, but Major Bailey
and the remalning gunner continued firing on the Turks
and succeeded in silencing a machine gun that was very
active in the enemy redoult,

Major Bailey was decorated with the Distinguished Ser-
viee Order for his conduct in the field that day, and in refer-
ence thereto the official despatch reads: “The recommenda-
tion regarding Major Bailey is for conspicuous gallantry
and devotion to duty under most critieal and dangerous
conditions at Sheria on the Tth November in that he per-
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sistently held on to a position with one troop notwith-
standing that one other troop had become casualties, He
remained in this position and held on for more than six
hours, although heavily pressed and outnumbered by the
enemy on both flanks."

For gallantry In the fleld, Liesut. C. J. Clittord was
awarded the Military Cross and L/Corporal J. B, Hamilton
recelved the Distinguished Conduct Medal. The work of the
following mentioned officers and men received special men-
tion in the field degpatches:—

Majors L. 5. Alexander and C. A, H. Munro.
Lieutenantg J, S, Bartlett and J. K. Johnstone,
Troopers C. 0. Brown and F. 8, J. Leahy,

Our medical officer, Captain . H. Vernon, M.C., was
wounded in the knee early in the day but would not retire
until late that night, when he had personally attended to all
of our wounded, He had been with us continuously since
we crossed the Canal nearly two years before, and we
regretted to see him go. No tribute that I might pay could
properly express his sterling worth, In medical succour he
was supreme. In action he was courageous and resource-
ful, At all titnes his kindness knew no bounds. Many of the
sick and wounded who passed through his skilful hands in
the field, arrived at hospitals “down the ling” to find a pound
note pinned Ingide a tunie pocket or a few coins in a pocket
where none had been a while before. It wasg his way of
helping the “other fellow™ as effectively and anonymously
as possible, and it is meet that his virtues should “find him
out” in this book. To the boveg of the 11th Regiment, Dr.
Vernon was the embodiment of a certain Samaritan now
famous in history, He moved amongst us as a modern
Haroun-el-Raschid out of Bagdad.

* * * *

After having his wounds dressed, Sergeant Thistle-
thwaite was placed on & camel cacolet at the Field Dressing
Station for despatch to the Field Hoapital, but after travel-
ling some distanee, and owing (o the excessive bleeding of
his wounds, caused by the rough motion of the camel, the
medical orderly decided to remove him from the cacolet and
place him in the Arst sand cart available, and meanwhile he
was made comfortable by the roadside. Sand cartz were
constructed to carry two men and were more comfortable
to ride in than a cacolet, At last, following what seemed an
Interminable wait, a sand cart came lumbering slowly out
of the darkness, and by the greatest good fortune it carried
only one wounded man. But by a most uncanny colnei-

HISTCRY OF Ilih LIGHT HORSE REGIMENT a3

dence the lone cccupant was Lieutenant Brierty, and so in
the land of miracles these two men, who were lost to each
other, met,

It i a pleasure to relate that Lieut, Brierty and Ser-
geant Thistlethwaite both recovered. The former sulfered
the losa of an arm, and the latter came out of the war with
a “patched up' leg that iz not so good—but still In use.

Our casualties in this action were 15 killed and 14
wounded.

Late that night, after the Turkish position was taken,
we withdrew from the line and retired to a bivouac area to
rest the horses and reorganise,



CHAPTER XIV.
FIGHTING ON THE MARITIME PLAIN,

On the morning of the Bth November the regiment
moved along the Wadi Sadeh to the village of Huj, where
we hivouacked for the night. Owing to the scarcity of water,
YO Bguadron, under the command of Major Munro, was
gent out as a covering party to the 4th Field Troop Hoyal
Engineers to search the Jemameh area for water,

Next day the regiment took over the front line area
from the 3rd Light Horge Brigade and established advanced
observation posts in the wicinity of the village of Nejed,
where they were heavily shelled, During the afterncon
*C" Sguadron moved forward on the flank and oecupied the
villoge of Simsim, At dusk we were relieved from the
position and marched with the 4th Brigade to Tel el Nejile,
Our horses had been without water for sixty hours, and had
to be watered slowly and with great care to prevent the
animals being seized with the gripe,

Late that night we were again in the saddie, riding
north over broken ground, until we reached the villige o1
Arak el Menshive, Thiz foreed night march was carried out
In order to connect with the 12th Regiment, which was
then closing in on the town of Faluje. 1T'he union of the
two regiments was effected and outposts were stationed
along the front line. At dawn Lisutenant Clitford was zent
out with one iroop to galn touch with the Austrahan
Divisien on our right, and near Menshive he contacted a
large enemy force retreating in a northerly direction. He
engaged the enemy, and his party was neavily shelled by
two Austrian fleld batteries,

The enemy troops numbering several hundreds were
able to post a strong rear-guard and thus escape. Mean-
while, the regiment moved into Faluje to water the horses,
and here they were joined by “C" Sguadron of the
Regiment.,

The Arab village of Faluje was a mere, haphazard col-
lection of mud huts, similar to zcores of other wvillazes
scattered over the Maritime Plain of Palestine. excepting
perhaps that its streetg were a little more erooked, a little
maore squalid, and its atmosphere a little more fetid than
the rest. The inhabitants, comprising old men and women
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and children, gathered round and watched us furtively as
we drew water from an old cistern in the market place. A
host of pariah dogs snapped and snarled at usg, at ouar
horges, and at each other,

The old women sold ug black unleavened bread, for
which we paid in Turkish paper money—of no commercial
value—and having eaten the bread we were guite sure the
old women had robbed us, in any case.

When the last horse was watered we mounted and rode
northwards in the direction of Jelevde, At a point east of
the village of Hatte, which lay on our line of march, we
were heavily shelled by the enemy, and as shrapnel and
high explosive shells burst near the column we were
ordered to break into a smart trot, but to hold close for-
mation, The first burst of fire accounted for two casualties,
but as the column swept acros: the plain the enemy gunners
lost the range and their shells sereamed over our heads to
burst harmlessly a hundred yards beyond,

We were held in support of the 4th and 12th Regiments
during the attack on Summeil, and during the night we
supplied patrols to keep in touch with Hritish troops on
both fanks of the brigade. On the morning of the 11th, the
enemy concentrated his attack on a section of the line
held by the 3rd Brigade, and the 4th Brigade was thrown in
to reinforce the line,

The 11th Regiment, with one section of machine guns,
and the HA.C. Battery, advanced one mlile east of Jeleyde
and took up a position which was subsequently held az a
night outpost line., Early on the morning of the 12th, “C"
Squadron, under Major C, Munro, took up a position be-
tween the willages of Kustine and Termus, with “B"
Sguadron supporiing; As the morning advaneed *C"
Sguadron pushed forward to high ground near Shamalive
to test the enemy position there. Hardly had they reached
the new position when the Turks attacked in great foree
from strategical positions in the village of Meamiveh and
the high ground north and east of the village. The men of
“C" Squadron had a elear view of the rallway station at
Et Tine, and they could see troop trains arriving with com-
panies of Turkish infantry reinforcements, until it was
estimated that the enemy had more than a thousand troops
engaged on our right flanlk.

In addition, a sguadron of Turkish and Austrian
cavalry attempted to cut off our retreat from the left,
Eventually the squadron withdrew to a position south of
Termus and the enemy occupied the village of Kusiineh,

[
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At 2 o'clock in the afternoon the enemy was observed
nmoving in foree on the village of Balin and a strong counter
attack was threatened, “C" Squadron rejoined the Regl-
ment, and selecting a good position on high ground north-
east of Jeleyde, we prepared to dig in and resist the Turkish
counter attack, Our horses were sent Lo the rear into com-
paratively good cover in a network of small wadis. At
3 o'clock our forward patrols reported that a strong force
of the enemy was bearing down upon the centre of our
position, The patrols were called in and the regiment, being
reinforced by two gections of machine guns and a squadron
of the 12th Light Horse, was ordered to hold the line at all
costs, and, If necezsary, as the battle progressed, we would
be reinforced by infantry on our left flank. In the event of
the right flank belng forced back, the whole line would pivot
on the Regiment’'s position on the Berkusie Ridge.

At & o'clock this movement was earried out in the face
of a determined attack by the enemy, whose strength was
egtimated te be four thousand (4,000) infantry, several
machine guns and fleld batteries, one of which waz of
5.9 ealibre,

The enemy attempted to work round our left flank,
which was held by three troops only, and as the infantry
had not yet connected with our line there it became very
thin and drawn as it extended to prevent the outflanking
movement, The 233rd Infantry Brigade some distance away
on our left was asked to extend their right flank to fill the
gap, and eventually this was aceomplished. Meanwhile,
sensing the weakness in our line, the enemy pressed for-
ward to within a few yards of our {roops, and for a time
the position was indeed eritical. “A" Battery of the H.A.C.
was delayed in getting into position owing to the horses
being worn out, but eventually they arrived and gave us
valuable support. The fighting swayed back and forth for
a few moments, and in the height of the action Lieuntenant
Robertson, M.C., of the 4th Machine Gun Squadron, came
in with his guns, rendering valuable ald when it was sorely
needed. At 8 o'clock the enemy began to fall back and the
firing line became the outpost line for the night. Our
cagualties in this action were 11 wounded.

On the morning of the 13th, patrols were sent out and
reported that the enemy had retired to Tel el Turmus and
were holding the high ground running from Turmus to a
point close to the rallway station, Orders were received
from the 4th Brigade to push forward one sguadron of the
Regiment for the purpose of protecting the right flank of the
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infantry who were advancing on their first objective, the
Mesmiyeh-Katara position with Junetion Station as = second
objective. “C" Squadron of the Begiment was selected for
the work and was sent forward to reconnolire, and ordered
Lo seize any tactieal positions on the Infantry's right flank,
The attack was commenced by the infantry forming the
apex of a wedge which was being driven steadlly but surely
into the enemy’s line. A detachment of the enemy was
entrenched on high ground north-west of the station, and
for a time this redoubt checked the advance. [t was not
until our artillery concentrated their fire on this ridge that
the enemy decided to abandon it, and the smoke and dust
had scarcely lifted when two troops of “C" Squadron swept
into the position and opened fire on the retreating Turks.
The line was then reinforced by “A” and “B” Sguadrons of
the Regiment, and a further enemy position was captured.
From this position we afforded the infantry good covering
fire, assisting them fo advance a distance of a mile and
occupy Mesmiyeh with few easualties, The line was then
congolidated for the night. We watersd the horzes at
Turmus and early next morning moved forward and oececu-
pled Et Tine railway station,

Hefore retiring the enemy had fired the station huﬂ%—"
ings and a number of motor lorries and aeroplanes, ang
smoke was still rising from the blackened ruins when we
rode in. Watering our horses here proved to be a slow and
difficult task as we were obliged to draw water from a well
260 feet deep by using buckets attached to telephone cahbles,

On the 15th, 16th and 17th the Regiment did duty as
support to the 4th Brigade, and on the mornin g of the 18th
we concentrated at Kezaze in preparation for an attack on
the Latron-Amwas sector. Both these towns are rich in
historical associations, Amwas is identified with the Biblical
Emmaus and Latron figured prominently in the battles of
the Crusaders.

Owing to a delay in receiving the detailed despatch
regarding the attacks, the brigade did not reach its position
until 3.30 in the afternoon. We had just emerged from the
hills of Abu Shushe, and indeed the advanced lroops were
already under shell fire from the enemy position when we
were recalled by an order from Australian Mounted Division,
indicating that it was decided to send the infantry in to
agsail the position next day. Our demonstration, still-born
though it was, however, bore fruit, for the enemy evacuated
his position during the night and at dawn the infantry
serambled into a deserted line.

H




CHAPTER XV.
BREAKING THROUGH THE JUDEAN HILLS.

In the early morning of 27th November the Regi-
ment was again on the march, riding via Sukerier, Zerni-
kah and Berfilya to Tahta, arriving there on the night of
the 28th. Here, owing to the nature of the country, we

. Went into the line dismounted, our horses being sent back
to Deiran under the command of Lieutenant Gee, Major
P. J. Bailey being in charge of the Brigade horszes.

We were immediately rushed into the line to fill a
gap between the 3rd Brigade and the Imperial Infantry
near Wadi Zait and Melab, at the foot of the Judean
Hills, which rose before us in rocky terraced slopes. This
was 4 new and unpleasant experience for mounted
troops who had spent the past two years in the saddle,
and who, naturally enough, were hy no means seasoned
marchers, as were the infantrymen with whom they
fought. But, in the language of the East—"“Kismel"—
our horses had gone, so we shouldered our baggage, and
in a cold, drizzling rain scamhbled up the slippery hill-
side in the direction of our front line. The darkness was
intense. The rain became heavier, and soaked our
[‘.Ip‘thﬂﬁ and baggage until their weight was increased
with every step we took. All around us we could hear
rifle-fire and the incessant chatter of machine guns, On
a ridge above us we could see pin-point flashes of light
dlSchSIn_g the enemy’s position in that sector Once,
utterly tired and footsore, we threw ourselves down to
rest (unwittingly on an exposed spur), but a burst of
Turkish bullets whined and sang as they ricochetted off
the rocks around us, and we slithered to the “blind” side
of the hill in quick time. Tt is surprising to note the
amount of latent energy there is in a tired soldier when
he believes that rapid movement becomes a necessary and
urgent adjunct to his safety,

For hours, it seemed, we toiled a zig-zag course up
those steep hills, and at long last we arrived at the shel-
tqr of a ragged line of sangars which was our post for the
night, After a brief rest our listening patrols were posted
and the defence line manned. The remainder of the
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troops threw themselves down to try and rest. Turkish
snipers on the hills above kept up an incessant fire on our
position. The night was wet and cold, and it was neither
judicious nor practicable to light a fire, so we spent &
miserable, cheerless night.

Next morning we were anxious to take in our sur-
roundings, but in this were more or less disappointed, as
heavy clouds of mist obseured the hillz above us and served
only to inerease our vigilance, The enemy, however, made
no move Lo attack and the day passed quietly. At nightfall
a ghostly and ominons silence seemed to envelop the ragged
hills around us, and shortly after midnight a force of 500
Turks charged a position on our left held by 100 men of
the Sth Light Horse Regiment. Though gutnumbered § to
1 the Vietorians stood grimly to their post, holding the
enemy at bay until men of the Gloueester Regiment and the
Scottish Fusiliers arrived. Going in with bayonet and boml
the combined foree, though still outnumbered, ronted the
Turks, who tried vainly to escape towarids the flanks of the
attacking foree. This movement was checkmated by the
Sth Regiment on the left, and by thizs Regiment on the righit,
At dawn the Turkish survivors, numbering 6 officers and
212 other ranks, threw down their arms and surrenderdsd.
More than 100 of the enemy were killed and ¢0 were
wounded.

For the next few days we occupied various positions in
the Hlne, and on the §5th December we pushed forward,
establishing a post at Kh-Kureisimeh., These hills are rich
in historical assoclations, One night we patrolled the slopes
of Nebi Samwil, the Mizpah of the old Testament, and
where, upon {ts heights, allegedly, the bones of the Prophet
Samuel are laid, and next morning we clambered along a
rocky valley, the head of which marked the limit of the
advance of King Richard and his Third Cruzaders in the
year 1192, We sniped Turks and Germans in the villages of
Foka and Tahta, the modern equivalents of the Biblical twin
Beth-Horong, fortified towns in the days of Joshua, Saul
and Solomon and employed by each in turn to defend the
fertile plain of Sharon. It was through the pass of Beth-
Horons that the Egyptians fought when they invaded Judah
during the reign of Rehoboam, and exposed portions of an
ancient roadway indicated that the Romans had not
neglected this fmportant highway between Jerusalem and
the eoast, Many of the patrols we sent out took refuge from
the cold rains in grotioes in the hill-zides, caves that were
steeped in the ancient history of Judah. On one occasion a
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number of men of "C" Squadron of this Regiment prepared
to make camp one night in a large cave and were settling
down to a warm dry rest when someone thoughtlessly built
a fire in the depths of the cavern, and as the smoke had no
outlet the cave quickly became untenable and the troopers
erupted into the fresh air—and the rain.

FALL OF JERUSALEM.

On the morning of the %th we were stirred by a faint
rumonr concerning the Holy City, and as the day wore on
rumour became established fact, and the gladsome news
spread like wild-fire, leaping from hill to hill across the
terraced slopes, “Jerusalem has fallen-” And so, after a
lapse of 674 years (the occasion of the 6th Crosade), the
Holy City again passed into the hands of a Christian power.

Of the actual surrender of the eity there is little to say,
except that the event was marked by a simplicity that was
characteristically and phlegmatically British throughout.
At dawn on the 9th, Izzet Bey, Turkish Governor of Jerus:a-
lem, handed to the mavor a letter of formal surrender, and
then hurriedly left by the Jericho Road. At sunrise the
mayor, accompanied by a handful of Turkish police, bearing
white banners, left the city and approached the British lines
at Lifta. Here they were met by two sergeants of the Lon-
don Brigade, who escorted the mavoral party to British
officers of the Royal Field Artillery, and Izzet Bey's leiter
was passed on to General Shea, Commander of the G0th
Divigion.

General Shea, under instructions from the G.0O.C., and
accompanied by a goard of honour drawn from the ranks
of the gallant Londoners, then entered the city and accepted
formal surrénder from the mavor, Such was the formal
entry of Jerusalem by the victorious British. The official
entry of General Allenby, G.0.C., took place two davs later,
and this also was marked by a simple ceremony. Without
any show of pomp or splendour, he entered the city on foot,
through the narrow Jaffa Gate, escorted by soldiers in their
battle-dress, all of them representatives of the gallant regi-
ments and baltalions that had helped to conquer the city.
IFor the next few days this regiment wag engaged in recon-
naissance work, and on 24th December we bivouacked in
the vicinity of the village of Shilta, 12 miles north-west of
the Holy City. It rained heavily throughout the night and
dawn broke slowly and uncertainly through a veil of mist
that enveloped the hills. Our rations were supplemented
that day with parcels of delicacies received from our Regi-
mental Comfort Fund in Australia, and we appreciated the
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roodwill of our relatives and friends at home. We enjoyed
tinned [ruit and milk and cake and biscuits and sweets, and
thus did we pass our first Christmas day in the land of the
“Iirst, Christmas.”

On 29th December the Hegiment was withdrawn {rom
the line and ordered to march to Belah, south of Gaza, to
rest and reorganise, Once elear of the hills we found our
horses again, but the ride back across the lowlands was
not ag pleasant as we had anticipated, We were compelled
to make wide detours to avoid the boggy ground, and while
crossing the Wadi Katra the horses were often up to their
pgirthg in water, The railway bridge over the Wadi Guzze
was swept away, and on the flats near Esdud there were
ereat lakes of water two or three feet deep and hundreds of
yards in expanse. On 11th January we arrived at Belah
and there pitched our standing camp on the site previously
oecupied by the Regiment. Lieutenant-Colonel Parsons,
D.8.0., was granted leave to Austealia, and Major P. J
Bailey, 10.58.0., assumed command of the Regiment, Work-
ing parties from the Regiment commenced salvaging opera-
tions in the trenches in and around Gaza, and a quanlity of
valuable material was collected and stored for future Ilﬁﬁ.
Omn the 14th the whole of the Mounted Division was in-
spected by H.R.H. the Duke of Connhatght In a erantd
parade which formed up on the plain south-east of our
CHILP. 1

Small parties were granted leave to visit Port Sald and

“airo, and whenever possible N.C.0O\'s and men were sent to
undergo short courses of training in specialised work, The
horges, which had rested while we were dismountead in the
hills, and having enjoved good grazing since, were in fine
fettle and regimental and brigade schemes of training were
vigorously carried out. The work covered shock action, and
the use of the bavonet while mounted. But it was not all
work, several days being set aside for sports programmes
and horse racing. An old race programme before the
writer, recalls the nature and the association of the occa-
sion. In the Gallipoli Handicap there were entries such as
“Beachy Bill,” “Anzae,” “Whiz-bang," “Abdul,” “Shrapnel,”
and so on, and, ironically enough, this race was won by
“Abdul,” with “Beachy Bill"” second and *"“Whiz-bang" third.

Our nights were enlivened with concert partiez and
boxing tournaments, and this regiment waz singularly
blessed with a strong team of boxers in all the weight
divigions. Amongst those who come readily to mind on
account of their fistic ability are Lientenants Bartlett, Bart-
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lam and Wilson, all having fought in memorable scraps
before their commissioned daya, MeKee, Henebery,
Anthony, W, Thorn, Dunn, Nleuman, Crane, C. Carr, C.
Brady, E. Davies, Porter, ¥V, Donnelly, J. Falconer, J. Brown,
W. 0'Connor, L. Kempster, I". Kempster, £, Bondfield, C.
Bondfield, and J. MeBride, The names are set down hap-
hazardly and not in order of merit. Carr was perhaps one
of the cleverest lightweights In uniform, he having de-
feated Hulton Sams (the famous fighting parson) in 1912,
Brady was a clever, two-handed fighter with a knowledge
of ringeraft that belied his vears, Donnelly fought and
defeated a fireman on the troopship “Medic,” who travellad
the high seas with an unbroken record of wins until that
memorable night when he met Donnelly of the 11th, Crane
was a product of the old school—in style. He stood toe to
toe with his opponent and moved backwards for no man.
[Mig ability to absorb punishment, and thrive on it, hroke
many of his opponents’ hearts, The Kempster brothers
were in the same weight division, and when opponents were
gearce they fought each other—just for the fun of it. Ted
Anthony, then a mere boy of 18 vears, and attached to this
Regiment from the 12th Light Horse, met some of the
craftiest ringmen in the army, and all are agreed that he
was a natural fighter, with all the attributes of a champion,
had he elected to follow the “game.” The others, too, were
good, game fighters, who gave a splendid account of them-
selves when called upon. On one occasion this Regiment
sent six fizhters in gsearch of titles in a Divisional Tourna-
ment and each of them was successful, These men fought
in the army for sheer love of the sport, and when the “big
serap’”’ ended they hung up thelr gloves for good. The
11th Regiment carried off many trophies in other branches
of sport also,

Whether it was a scrap in the hills with Abdul or a
friendly tournament behind the lines, members of this
Regiment entered into the spirit of the “game” in deadly
earnest, and with a purpose of will that made them men
to be reckoned with, both at work and at play.

On 12th March Lieut. H, L. Marsland was promoted and
transferred to Brigade staff. Word was recelved that
Captain Marsland had been awarded the Military Cross for
gallantry in the recent operations.

) When the Light Horse Regiments entered Palestine
it was the practice to engage and attach to each regiment
an interpreter for the purpose of interrogating Arab and
Turkish prisoners of war, and also to enable the officials
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to hold speech, as it were, with the inhabitants of the
couniry through which we passed. Many of thesze inter-
preters spoke and underztood several langunages, the
most common being Arabic, Turkish, French, German,
and, of course, English. Their knowledge of conversa-
tional English waz fair, and, no doubt, sufficient for our
purpoese, but it was a fact that few of them could write
English with any degree of accuracy. The “master of
languages” attached to this Regiment when we were at
Belah was an Egyptian who at the end of six months’
service applied for and was granted one week's leave fo
visit his home in Cairo. A week passed and he did not
return, but a few days later we received the following
letter which more or less explained hiz absence. The
letter was addressed to the manager of the 11th Light
Horse Regiment and proceeded as follows:—

Your Excelency,

I am working for you with six months at which
vou have gaven me one weeks of holyvdays to viait
Cairo, for this you are blessed. o

When I was arrived, my dear, I have found mph,
wife he has gone with some other. My home iz up;
rooted. My goodness I am annoved. f*

Pleased to give of me one other weeks holydays
to reach them when it was possible,

With blessing of vou, my dear.
Signed ——————
“INTERFRETER."”

I wish I could post-script this entry of domestie
tragedy with a “happy ending,” but 1 cannot. One day
a very dispirited interpreter came back to us, hiz sullen
mien indicating that he had failed to overtake his erring
wife and the “other party."

On 1st April the Regiment broke camp at Belah and
rode northwards through Gaza, Medjel, Bukerier and Deiran
to Salmeh, which was reached on the Gth. Training was
continued here until the 189th, when the Regiment again
moved off, this time taking the road to Jerusalem. While
passing through a large orange grove north of Deiran the
temptation offered by the large vellow fruit was too much
for men who had thirsted for such things for more than
two years, and in no time the ranks were hroken and the
troopers were filling nose-bags and haversacks to their
heart’s content,
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After a time the column began to ride clear of the
orchard and the 0.C. despatched a young officer to round
up the stragglers. He did so to such good purpose that only
one trooper remalned, and as the officer came up with him
an infuriated orchardist rushed at the soldier and took hold
of his shirt with both hands.

"Come on," commanded the officer briskly, “mount and
rejoin the column.”

The trooper was certainly in a predicament. On the
one hand he was held fast by the angry orchardist: on the
other his officer commanded him to rejoin his unit.  His
brief summary of the position and his lightning-like solu-
tion of it were typically and essentially Australian. He
turned to his officer: “What'll T do with this bloke.” he said
tersely, referring to the orchardist, “erack him?” “Yea™
replied the officer just as laconically, “erack him.”

Calmly and quietly the trooper disengaged himself from
the hands of his captor, pushed him off the correct distance,
and with one swift blow “earried out orders.” The
orchardist collapsed like a bag of his own oranges. An
incident that goes to prove that at times the inhabitants of
some of these villages were very trying.

In fairness to all concerned, it must be said that later
the orchardist received balm for his deflated trees and his
inflated jaw, in the shape of a substantial donation from our
regimental funds. The Australian soldier relished his jokes
for the sake of their perpetration, and the admixture of fun,
risk and devilment therein, rather than for any guality of
discomfiture or loss occasioned the “vietim.” In our early
days in Egypt we had frequently seen a group of our fellows
take a huge basket of cooked eggs from an Arab dealer for
no better purpose than to shy them at each other: but when
the fun subsided the ring leaders would dip deep down in
their pockets and pay the dealer twice the market value of
his merchandise. With a puzzled expression on his face the
Arab would scoop up his empty basket and vanish from the
scene, thoroughly perplexed at the strange conduct of these
Diggers from across the sea whose ways to him were 2o
inzerutable.

On the morning of the 23rd we rode up a winding,
terraced road, and there spread out before us was the city
of Jerusalem, There were few of us indeed who did not at
that moment conjure up all of his preconceived notions of
the Holy City, to mateh them with reality as it lay there
sparkling in the morning sun. 1 think our first Impression
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was one of intense surprize at its modern features. But
then, for the most part, we were gazing on newly-built
suburbs, which hid from our view the old, old city and its
ancient walls, In the distance we marked its situation,
though, by the immense dome of the famous Mosque of
Omar, which stands within the walls of old Jerusalem.

Suburban residents, happily free from the Turkish
yoke, came out of their houses to wave a cheery welcome to
us as we rode by. Skirting the heart of the city we rode by
the Garden of Gethsemane, past the Mount of Olives, and
were s00n on the Jerusalem-Jericho road in our trek to the
Valley of the Jordan., In the afternoon we bivouacked at
Talat ed Dumm. There is not a Light Horseman who passed
that way but will forever remember Talat ed Dumm. [t
must surely be one of the most desolate places on earth,
For miles around there was no shade tree or blade of ZTass
to enliven the parched earth, and indeed if rain had ever
fallen there before, in the history of man. there was no
vigible sign of it, In order to water our lorses we were rom-
pelled to lead them down inte a precipitous gorge to the
Wadl Farah, a distance of two miles. By the time we
regained our lines both man and horse were exhansted,

Talat ed Dumm is the traditional site of that event in
history dealing with a certain man who fell among thieves,
and was befriended by a good Samaritan, and if Nature's
stage was ever sef for an event it was there that day at
Talat ed Dumm. Even as we saw it the place was
enshrouded with an atmosphere that was at once evil,
ginister and foreboding,

Early next morning we broke camp, and later riding
down the mountain road we caught our first glimpse of the
Dead Sea, lying like a sheet of molten lead, with the moun-
tains of Moab rising in the background, rugged, dark and
forbidding. The floor of the valley is 1300 feet below sea
level, and Jerusalem is 2,000 feet above, g0 in our trek from
the Holy City to the Jordan we had descended more than
3,000 feet,

Having reached the floor of the valley, the column
turned left and we passed close by the ruins of old Jericho,
and late that afternoon we took over a position on the
banks of the Wadi Anja, a tributary of the River Jordan,

R
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CHAPTER XVL
JORDAN VALLEY ENGAGEMENTS

Late in March, 1918, a British force comprising the
Anzac Mounted Division, the Ist. 2nd and 4th Battalions of
the Camel Brigade, the G0th Division of Infantry, the New
Yealanders, and other details, crogsed the River Jordan and
ralded the Turkish strongholds in the towns of E= Salt and
Amman, nestling in the mountaing of Gilead and Moab,
The weather at that time was extremely bad, and besides the
expedition was fraught with many unforeseen difficulties
regarding the transportation of guns and supplies, to say
nothing of the fact that our troops were outnumbered to an
alarming degree, and in this respect the Turks on the
western side of the Jordan, at Nablus, played an important
part. The fighting at Es Salt and Amman was scarcely
under way before strong detachments of enemy reinforce-
ments were riushed over from the Nablus area, crossing the
Jordan at the Jisr ed Damieh bridge, and, following a well
defined track across the hills, poured into Es Salt, where
our troops suffered many casualties and hardships in the
subsequent withdrawal,

On 20th April the Commander-in-Chief's plans for a
gsecond raid into Gilead became known. General Allenby’'s
scheme was an ambitious one, directed at gaining control
of a large area easi of the Jordan, which would mean the
isolation -and capture of approximately 7,000 Turks said to
be in that sector. This history is not concerned with the
story of the operation as a whole, but must confine itself to
that phase of the battle in which the 11th Regiment played
an important and active part.

The 3rd Light Horse Brigade, under the command of
General L. C; Wilson, was to move along the Damieh-Es Salt
track and ride with all speed on the town of Es Salt and
effect Its capture, It was estlmated that there was a force
of 5,000 Turks in the Nablus sector, west of the Jordan, and
to prevent reinforcements being sent across to Hs Salt, as
wias done In the last raid, it was decided to seize the Damieh
Crossing, deny its use to the enemy, and plant a foree
astride the road to Ea Salt, This task was allotted to
General Grant's 4th Light Horse Brigade, which was
ordered to gallop up the valley on the eastern side of the
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river at dawn on the morning of the 80th and to take up
the position outlined above,

On the evening of April 27th, the 11th Regiment, with
other units of the 4th Brigade, moved to a bivouae area near
Jericho, and preparations were made for the coming offen-
give. On the 28th steel helmets were issued to all ranks,
this heing the first oceasion on which they were used by
this Regiment. That night voluntary Church parades were
hield for all denominations, and these undisguised “eve of
battle” services lent solemnity to the oeeasion. The 20th
passed guietly, the men and horzes resting as much as
possible, and at 7,80 p.n. the Regiment mounted, and moving
quietly down to the Jordan, erossed the pontoon bridge at
Ghoranive. After gssembling on the eastern bank of the
river, we passed through the wire defences and bivouacked
on the outpost line. Here we rested for two hours, and with
a fine disregard for the future, immediate or otherwise, the
troopers flung themselves down at their horses' feet and
were soon fast asleeq.

IG-GOR-EE FLAT.

There is an expression in the Arabic language which |
sounds as near as possible to the arrangement of Englishsy
syllables shown in the first word of this sub-title. Ita™”
English equivalent iz “go quickly” or colloquially “hurryfs
up.” The Australian soldier ranks high as a nomenclator
and the scene of the action in which we are now to take
part was for ever afterwards unofficially known as/
“lg-gor-ee Flat.” Whether or not the scene of the battle ©
was aptly named ghall be left to the judgment of the reader,

At 3 am. the camp was astir, and mounting we rode
forward. From here to our objective—the Damieh Cross-
ing—is 15 miles, and that distance must be covered as
sllently and as quickly as possible. The plain, which is five
miles wide at Itz southern boundary, iz narrowed down to
three miles opposite the Damieh bridge by the encroachment
of the mountaing in the east and a seriez of low mud hills
on the river bank., As we advanced we encountered patches
of serub and clumps of low bushes, but after travelling a
distance of three miles the trees and shrubs disappeared and
we rode on to open clay flats and low ridges broken up by
numerous small wadis. The pace was quickened from a
walk to a trot, and as day broke over the valley we were
revealed to the Turkish gunners on “Red Hill,"” a promin-
ence on the river on our left, which dominated that section
of the plain. The whole brigade now moved at a steady
hand gallop in open formation, and very soon shrapnel
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shells began to burst over the lines of galloping horsemen.
One of the first shells fired wounded General Grant’s horse,
but he guickly changed to another mount. As we came
through the bottle-neck formation opposite “Red Hill," and
thus drew cloger to the enemy, hiz machine guns and rifles
came into action, but the pace saved us [rom serious
casualties. After passing “Red Hill" the screen of the 11th
captured a Turkish officer and two other ranks who were
apparently the rearguard of a party which had been patrol-
ling the plaln and were unable to escape. A mile further on
we encountered a detachment of Turkish Cavalry, which
fled in disorder towards the hills. At this time the Regiment
drew rein, falling back into supports, whilst the 4th Regi-
ment aclted as advance guard., Nursing our horses over the
rough and broken ground now encountered, we moved at an
easier galt and finally arrived at our objective at 7.30 a.m.
That race along the valley of the Jordan in the early hours
of 30th April was perhaps this Regiment’s most striking
example of “running the gauntlet,” and in reference to the
gallop the official historian says: “The safety of galloping
horses in open formation under shell-fire was never more
strikingly demonstrated. In the long gallop only =2ix men
were killed and sevenleen wounded."

After halting for a few minutes on the Damieh-Es Salt
road, during which time the telephone lines were destroved,
the Regiment pushed on a further two miles to the Wadi
Nahr Zerka, where the horses were watered. We came upon
a large Bedouin encampment in the bed of the wadi and
found that the male members of the tribe were armed with
rifles of English and German pattern, and that they carried
a plentiful supply of ammunition. We had heard stories of
the ghoulish tendencies of the wandering tribeg of Bedouins
and Arabs east of the Jordan, and could well believe that
many of these murderous looking Individuals were gualified
for the role,

When we arrived numbers of them were standing in
the water holes, filling their goatskin water bags and pol-
luting the small stream unneecessarily. Our men ordered
them out of the stream, and as they came to the banks
booted them uncersmoniously until they slunk off to their
camp. Despite this treatment, or perhaps beeause of it,
they showed no signs of hostility towards ns, which was
fortunate—ifor them.

During the race up the valley, a mule loaded with siz-
nalling gear was wounded by shrapnel, and realising that
the valuable equipment must not he abandoned, Sergeant

-

-
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Kempster and Signallers D, Ryan and T. Darcy, acting with
great presence of mind, galloped after and captured a spare
pack animal that had broken away from one of the brigade
sections and was running free on the plain. The packs
were changed under intense gunfire, and at the gallop the
party averhauled and rejoined its unit, It was a commend-
able job carried out smartly without the loss of a single
article of the equipment,

Incidentally, the blue mule, which had been with the
Regiment more than two vears and had become a familiar
and likeable animal, wandered slowly back to the base camp
at Jerlcho, where a kindly bullet, fired by a veterinary
officer, ended its snffering.

At 8.30, the watering of the horses having been com-
pleted, “B" Squadron of the Regiment, under Major Cos-
tello, was sent to reconnoitre towards the river with in-
structions to engage the enemy holding the bridge head at
Damieh if that were found expedient. A strong force was
holding the bridge and the slender line of the squadron was
unable to approach nearer than a distance of 2,000 yards.
There was much enemy activity at the croasing, and on the'
slopes beyond the river where detachments of cavalry an 5!
infantry could be seen hurrying down to the bridge. Quite-
suddenly a mixed force of cavalry and infantry, uun:h:;ring'
500, erossed the river and moving northwards through the
broken country vigorously attacked the right flank of Major,
Costello’s foree. Two troops from "“A” ‘Sguadron were:
rushed in to strengthen the line, but the attack on the flank
threatened to develop into an enveloping movement and
Major Costello deeided to withdraw his force eastward while
still keeping the enemy engaged. The movement was car-
ried out successfully, our force gaining touch with the left
flank of the 4th Regiment, and the combined foree checked
the enemy advance.

At 1 o'clock the remainder of the Regiment was
ordered to return and take up a position on the Damieh-Es
Salt road, and while doing so were shelled by the Enemy
continuously for a distance of two miles. The Brieade now
formad a “half-moon™ position, with both flanks resting in
the foothills and its segment bisecting the Es Salt road on
some rising ground. Orders were igsued that the men
should entrench themselves and build sangars. “B”
Squadron was relieved during the afternoon, and rejoining
the Hegiment remained in reserve. The night outpost line
was occupied by “C" Sguadron under Major Munro, and
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patrols were pushed forward towards the river. A"
Squadron, under Major Loynes, oceupied the main defence
line,

Meanwhile General Wilson's 8rd Brigade had climbed
the goat tracks, leading their horses, bound for Es Salt, and
every man of the 4th Brigade was conscious of the import-
ance of preventing enemy reinforcements from erossing the
hills in their wake.

lLate in the afterncon Colonel Bailey, commanding
officer of the Regiment, rode through hig line inspecting the
various postg, and in summing up he informed brigade that
the Regiment's position was anything buot satisfactory.
Early next morning he reported the massing of Germans
and Turks at the bridge head and other signs of an impend-
ing attack. At that time the brigadier and the commanding
officers of other units engaged could not see eye to eve with
our commander, but subsequent events rapidly proved his
judgment to be correct.

The night of the 30th passed guietly, but at 6 a.m. on
the morning: of the l1st of May a foree of 1,600 Turks
attacked a squadron of the 1st Light Horse Regiment near
Red Hill, and “B" Squadron of this Regiment under Major
Costello was sent to reinforce them, At 7 d'clock our out-
posts and patrols had fallen back on the main body, report-
ing decisive movementie of enemy troops and that the enemy
appeared to be massing at the bridge head preparatory to an
altack., At 8 o'clock his artillery went into action and
effectively shelled our guns and pack anlmals. Simul-
taneously his infantry attacked our line in extended forma-
tion in suceessive waves, and deploying to his right threat-
ened to envelop our left flank. The total enemy force
engaged was estimated at 5,000, whilst the 4th Brigade had
not more than 800 rifies available for the firing line. The
sgituation was extremely tense and uncomfortable, Every
available man was rushed into the firing line. Details from
regimental headquarters were formed info a f(roop to
strengthen the left flank., Horseholders took over eight
horses each, the practice under ordinary conditions heing
one man to four horses. Two armoured cars attached to
the brigade came into action and one was immediately de-
gtroved by a direct hit from a shell. The other poured a
steady stream of fire into the advancing Turks and
accounted for many ecasualties. Our troops at Red Hill were
overwhelmed and swept from their position. A message was
received from the 12th Regiment that they intended to with-
draw from thelr posltion to high ground further east, a very

J1
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necessary move, and that a dismounted rearguard action
was belng fought. As 2oon as the 12th completed the move-
ment, the 11th began to retire to eonform to the new line.
A desperate reargpard action was fought in which the
enemy paid dearly for every yard of ground he gained,
Whilst the action was at its height, Major Costelln, who had
led “B” Squadron to the relief of Red Hill, noticed the man-
ner in which the attack was developing, and moving his
squadron northwards he engaged the right rear flank of the
enemy. This movement was carried out smartly and fear-
lessly, and though tempered with risk was regarded as a
masterpiece of strategy and fulfilled the purpose of its
intention—that of easing the pressure on the Regiment's
front to enable the main body to withdraw more readily and
with less risk of casualties. FEventually the complete with-
drawal was accomplished, but not without mueh hard riding
over country that would test the nerve and ability of any
horseman.

Major Costello was specially mentioned in despatches
for his brilliant field work that day and for the fearless
manner in which he led his squadron. He was recommended
for the Military Cross. During the engagements Slgnﬁl«,
Corporal Bligh carried despatches to “B" Squadron under
heavy fire across open ground, and although wounded Ha
completed his task, showing great eourage and endurance.
For this action he was awarded the Distinguished Conduet
Medal. Trooper Kirwan was mentioned in despatches for:
goold work and devotion to duty during the engagement, he
having carried despatches under fire. Various positions
were occupled by the Regiment along the foothills to check
the onward rush of the enemy, and on one oceasion Major
Loynes collected a few men from Regimental Headguarters,
who, armed with rifles and one Hotchkiss gun, delaved the
enemy advance in that sector for about fifteen minutes,
Eventually the Regiment took up a line on a ridge studded
with rocky outerops on the southern bank of the Wadi
Abyad, and situated about one mile north of the Umm es
Shert-Hs Salt road, and here at 12 noon we commenced to
establish a definite line of resistance by building sangars
and otherwise consolidating the position.

The Es Shert road was now the only one available to
the 3rd Brigade in its return to the valley from the Es Salt
raid, and there was therefore a deep significance in the
Divisional Commander's order that we must hold our pre-
sent line at all cogta. During the afternoon our position was
heavily shelled and the Turkish machine guns played a

o
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“devil's tattoo” on the rocky defences along the whole of
our line, Directly to our front, between the opposing lines,
and 300 yards away, there was an isolated flat-topped hill
known as “Table Top,” which rose abruplly from the
northern bank of the wadl Its sides were steep but not
precipitous, and its isolation prevented it from becoming an
integral part of either of the opposing lines. We could not
afford to place a strong forece on “Table Top” to be directly
and openly exposed to the enemy guns, and on the other
hand the use of a valuable spring of water at its southern
base would be denied to us should the enemy oecupy it. A
small foree well placed on its summit we reasoned might
readily deter the boldest enemy from attempting to storm
ita heights, and accordingly it was occupled by two troops,
one from the 4th Regiment under Lientenant W. J. Birkett-
Vipent and a troop of twenty men of “C"” Squadron of this
Regiment under Lieutenant L. A, Gordon. The enemy was
active throughout the day, and at 4 pm. a force of about
300 strong, assisted by machine guns on either flank, made
a vigorous attack at Tahle Top. Shortly after the attack
commenced a troop from “A" Squadron, under Lieutenant
F. MeCowan, was sent in to reinforee the position, They
had searcely reached the top when the enemy, ereeping up
the opposite slopes, rushed the summit, determined to sweep
all before him by sheer weight of numbers. As he came
into the open our men poured a steady stream of fre into
his ranks, and before he eould re-form the Light Horsemen
leapt from cover and routed him with the bayonet, In a
few moments the Turks reorganised and returned to the
attack with renewed vigour and fresh reinforeements; but
once more he was driven olf by a magnificent bavonet
charge that almost carried the vietors down the north-
western slope. The enemy left behind more than 100 dead
and wounded, grim evidenee of the fierce fighting that took
place. Both of our officers were wounded but remained on
duty, In a short time the enemy came back to the attack
for the third time, and being armed with a plentiful supply
of hand grenades he succeeded In bombing our men from
their position, and our force retired, taking their wounded
with them. An extract from Col. Bailey's field report, com-
menting on the fighfing at Table Top, reads:—

"Lioutenant Gordon did magrnificent work, showing cooliess
and determination throughonot, Ldeutenant MeCowan [longht

brilllantly in a hand-to-hand fight with the enemy. His work

was aplendid, Though hesvily outnumbered overy N.C.0. and
mun played his poarlt conrageously.”

-——
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The Commonwealth Oflicial Historian refers to the
incident in the following terms;—

"On the alternoon of the 2nd the enemy beavily assanited
the position (Tble Top) onder effective covering fire.  Twice
the stormers resched within bomblog distanes of tho Aus-
traliang; each time the Light Hoveemen advanced and met them
with the biyonet in the open, and they were driven off leaving
sbout 100 dead and wounded on the slope. But the third rush
wile irresistible; (he Light Horsemen were foreed from  thefr
poste and retreated slowly, bearing thelr wounded, The Aus-
tralinn maching gune then came inte ploy and out down the
Turks in large numbers. Ong poarty of 40 was completoly wiped
out. This little enemy success denled n valuable spring of water
to Geant's men, snd ofterwards the supply ean short ond ithe
eroops suffered acutely in the intense hest”

Licutenants Gordon and MeCowan were awarded the
Military Cross for their gallant conduci and the fearless
manner in which they led their men throughout the engage-
ment, During the attack Sergeant George W, Smith was
sent in with a troop to reinforce the defenders of Table Top:
and he led his troop with dash and determination in a
bayonet charge against the enemy. He was awarded the
Military Medal for this action. Lance-Corporal C. W, B,
Cooper, armed with a Hotchkiss gun, was very promingns
in the fighting and accounted for a great number of the
enemy. Although hard pressed by the Turks at close range
he held his ground until his last round was spent. For his
coolness, initiative and daring he was awarded the Distin-
guished Conduct Medal, i

Reporting on the engagement afterwards, Lieutenant
MeCowan and Lieutenant Gordon both referred in glowing
terms to the magnificent courage displayed by every man
under their command who clambered up the slopes of
“Table Top" on that sweltering afterncon.

Flushed with the ultimate success of their raid on
“Table Top,” the Turks swarmed over the plateau in full
possession, but their triumph was short lived. As soon as
our men had rejoined the main body, we opened fire with
machine guns and rifles, transforming the plateau into a
veritable hell, and presently the enemy deserted the crest
and took cover behind boulders on the sloping  sides,
Throtighout the following day our position was heavily
ghelled, and it was found impossible to water the horses
until after darkness had set in. Late that night our horses
were withdrawn and hidden In wadis out of range of the
Turkish guns.

At 3 o'clock on the morning of the 3rd there wasz a
general “stand to” throughout our line, as we fully expected
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an attack, but it did not develop bevond a small and some-
what abortive skirmish on our leff, which was quickly
quelled by the 13th Light Horse Regiment and a section of
machine guns from this Regiment.

At 6 o'elock the leading troops of the 3rd Brigade,
which had been operating at Es Salt, came into view over
the crest of the hill at our right flank rear and began their
slow and tedious descent Lo the valley below. We enjoved
some measure of satisfaction in the knowledge that the
purpoge of our wild ride across “lg-gor-ee Flat”™ had been
fulfilled. We had kept faith with our eobbers of the 3rd
Brigade by glving them safe conduct down the Umm es
Shert road, the only one now open to troops retiring from
the Es Salt area.

At 8 am. great activity was reported in the enemy lines
in the vicinity of Table Top, Red Hill and Damieh bridge
head, and large parties of troops began massing in the wadis
east and north-east of Table Top. An hour later the enemy
opened fire with shrapnel and high explosive shells, the
marksmanship being excellent. One shell landed in the
centre of our forward dressing station, wounding nine other
ranks, including the whole of the medical perzonnel except-
ing Capt. Murray, medical officer, and one medical orderly.
Ingpired by the splendid example of their leader, Captain C.
W. Murray, medical officer, the men of the A.A M. C, worked
tirelessly throughout the engagement, and it was re-
grettable that they should meet with disaster in the eleventh
hour, or what might be aptly termed “the moment of
vietory.”

The shelling continued without abatement for some
time, and when it did finally slacken the enemy machine
guns and rifles came Into action, At 10 o'clock we heard
heavy fighting on the right and were Informed by the 4th
Regiment that the enemy was attacking their advanced
squadron, which was being recalled from its isolated posi-
tion. “C" Sguadron of the 11th Regiment, under the com-
mand of Major Munro, was in touch with the 4th Squadron
mentioned above, and therefore had to retire also. In doing
s0 they came under the fire of machine guns on the eastern
slope of Table Top and Major Munro and Lieutenant Hiron
were both geverely wounded,

Lieutenant Gordon then took charge of “C” Squadron
and the movement was completed., Before Major Munro
wis wounded he appealed for artillery fire to silence a par-
ticular machine gun on Table Top which was harassing his
retirement., The message was flashed from the squadron to
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Regimental Headquarters, and from there to brigade, and
in less than thres minutes our artillery went into action, its
shells sereeching low over our heads as they peppered the
slopes of Table Top. Those of us who had read the message
a5 it passed through marked the position of the bursting
sghells with interest, and ere long the offending machine gun
became ominously gquiet. A forward observation post
reported a direct hit,

After a time the attack slackened somewhat, although
reports continued to arrive stating that the Turks were
maszing north-east of Table Top. As stated previously, our
venture up the valley had fulfilled its purpose and nothing
now remained but that we ghould withdraw as guickly and
as secretly as possible. Meanwhile, Lientenants Farlow and
Bartlam had brought the horses to a wadi cloge to the firing
line and the withdrawal began. Major Loynes, Captain Gee
and Lieutenant Barton remained with a small party to cover
the retirement, Before leaving the line each man was issued
with bombs in case the enemy decided on a last minute
rush, for he, too, must surely goess at our retirement.
Happily enough the bombs were not required—that night-
and the retirement was executed without a casualty, dhe
Regiment arriving at its bhivouac area near Jericho at 3:30
a.m. e
For conspicuous zervice during the engagement ﬂ:he
undermentioned officers and N.C.OV's recelved a special
mention in the Commander-in-Chief's despatch: I

Captain C. P, Stumm, M.C.
Lieutenant C. J. Clifford, M.C.
Lieutenant A. Y. Bartlam,
Corporal C. W. W. Grieve.
Corporal F. W. Robinson,

In commenting upon the critical stage of the battle on
the 1st of May, the Official Historian says: “It was a grim
race between Turks marching on the level plain and the
men leading (and alternately riding) their horses on the
heights, Twice Bailey (Colonel Bailey, officer commanding
11th Regiment) was forced from his ground, but each time,
with the assistance of the horzes he succeeded in breaking
clear of the confident enemy thousands, and in taking up a
fresh position. In these movements he was supported by
part of the 12th Regiment In the lower hilla. As he was
driven to a position in the foothills almost due east of Red
Hill, with his left extending towards the river, the men
retiring along the side of the range began to emerge to his
assistance. A strong firing line, rapidly built up, checked
the advance and saved the day—"
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We were not always fortunate enough to hear an ex-
pression of the enemy's point of view of a particular
“gerap,” and were therefore keenly interested in the re-
marks of a Turkish officer captured at Nazareth some time
later, Referring to this engagement In the Jordan Valley
he said: “You know we were sure that we would capture or
destroy your whole force in the Jordan Valley in May, We
had seen the Australlan horses many times; we knew they
were big, and our German officers told us they were clumsy
and ecould not travel in rough country, but,” he added rue-
fully, “you Australians rode vour ‘big' horses where Turkish
soldiers could not walk.”

The Turkish oflicer's eulogy applied to hoth horse and
rider, but the Lizght Horseman will tell vou that his success
at all times depended largely upon the faithful mount that
never once failed to respond gallantly despite the terrors
and rigours of a hard campaign,

The following is an extract of a letter of appreciation
recelved from the General Offleer commanding the Aus-
tralian Mounted Division on the recent fighting—

“On conclusion of recent operations, 1 wish to place on
record the fine performance of the 4th Brigade from start to
finish, The rapid advance in the first instance wag of parasmount
Importance and was carried out with excepltional dazh and spirit,
therehy enahling the objective to be reached without much
trouble, The skill and energy shown by leaders n holding o
long line with comparatively few troops, the keanness and deter-
mination of sll ranks to seize every opportunity to make cap-
tures and [nfllet logz to the enemy, kept them at a respectful
distance, and no donbt helped in o very difficult operation of
withdrawa] to be carried through so successfully.

“T thank all ranks for their good work, and fully realise the
[atlgue and diseomlort that the men were pat to by moving over
long distances on fool, lnek of sleep and food, and how cheer-
fully they ull responded.

“(Bigned) F., W, HODOBON,
“"Major General,

“Commanding Aunstralian Mounted Division.”

The succeeding day was spent in reorganising the unit,

and at 10 pam., following a report that the enemy had

broken through our line west of the Jordan, we saddled our

horses in readiness for a ride to the scene of the trouble,

After “standing to” for some time we were advised that the

enemy had been driven off and we were ordered to return
to the bivouae area.

At b o'¢loek on the morning of the Tth, a squadron of
enemy aeroplanes, numbering ten, flew over the camp and
bombed the Regiment and the whale of the mounted troops
in that area, Eventually they were driven off by machine
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gun and rifle fire, but not before eleven of our men were
wounded by bombs and a number of horses were killed or
wonnded,

The following casualties in personnel and animals were
suffered by this Regiment during the operations extending
from ZHth April, 1918, to 8th May, 1918:—

Killed - o P e 18
Wounded S i .. 68
Wounded and missing . . i a
B

Horses killed .. 32 = 43 wounded,

The names of those who made the supreme sacrifice
are mentioned hereunder:—

L/Cpl, J. W. Baxter. Trooper L, J, P, Golik,
L/Cpl. A. J. Lake. Trooper 3. Me, Johnston.,
L/Cpl. C, A, Mausolf. Trooper F, W. Paterson.
Trooper W. H. Bain, Troaper C. Powell.
Trooper H. Black. Trooper J. Walters,
Trooper W. J. Burton, Trooper T. 8. Wright. .
Trooper H. H. Farlow, s,

b

“



CHAPTER XVIL
JORDAN VALLEY (Continued}).

The Valley of the Jordan forms one of the most re-
markable depressions on the face of the earth, being wholly
below the level of the sea, The lake of Tiberias, at its
northern end, is 300 feet below sea level, and the Dead Sea,
at its southern extremity, is 1,300 feel below sea level. The
distanee between these two points in a diveet line Is 70
miles, but the River Jordan follows a eourse 200 miles long
in fts crooked windings before it enters the Dead Sea. The
floor of the valley varies in width from 4 to 15 miles, and on
the east and the west the mountain ranges of Moab and
Judea, respectively, rise to a height of 4,000 feet, the former
terminating in the purple-tinted peak of Mount Nebho,
where, according to tradition, Moses stood when shown the
“Promized Land." The Jordan River discharges more than
six million galloms of water per day into the Deail Sea,
which has no physical outlet, the level being maintained by
evaporation alone. The saline content of the Dead Sea is
approximately 24 per cent,, and fish swept into it by waters
of the Jordan are unable to exist and very soon their hodles
become mummified by the chemieal action of the waters,

The course of the river is marked by a thin line of
willow trees, and in places throughout the valley the lesser
waterways support straggling patehes of willow and
tamarisk, but for the most part the plaing on either side of
the river are parched. barren and uninviting, The summer
temperature rises as hizh as 127 degrees (F.), and rarely
falls below 100 degrees (F.).

The Arabs who make their homes in the valley evacn-
ate to the higher regions of Judea in the summer months,
believing the place to be uninhabitable at that time, and so,
like the Courts of Jamshyd, the valley is left to the ravages
of beast and reptile. Packs of starving jackals trot back and
forth snarling and fighting amongst themselves for want
of a more lucrative occupation, and the nights are made
hideous by the terrifylng laughter of the fierce hyena. The
stony hillgides, the dry wadis, and the swamps along the
walerways are infested with snakes, scorpions and a loathe-
gome variety of hairy black spider the size of a man's hand,
The Diggers instinet for zambling throve amidst these

The tivwn of Bamledy, in Polestine, near wwhich’ the 11th Regimenl wase
campes] plfior retirang from tho Jocdnn Violkey

Portjon of (e 600 Gorman anil Turkieh prisaoners oppliaced o Afuleh
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Enermy Meld-gun (77 mym, "Whis baog™) captored by the 11th Light
Horss Heghment at Semakh {'Chis gun may ndow be seen ol Shorn-
cliffe, BSandgate, Quecnshond. |

German Maching-gun - and Crew, put oul of action By the Ilth
Beglment at Semikh
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hazards, and many a piastre was won and lost on the flerce
comflictes staged by the soldiers between scorpions and
aplders that fought to the death in a tin hat or a regimental
washing dish. These “trial bouts” were noisy affairs, being
staged to the accompaniment of excited. barracking by
groups of soldiers, who, having placed their bets where
fancy dictated, clustered around the “arena” to urge their
champion to greater effort.

We were told that the super-venomous repiile known
as the “asp’ infested that wilderness, and that the scientific
squad at military headguarters in Jerusalem required speci-
mens for research purposes. “Any man who brought one in
alive,” the order concluded, “would be suitably rewarded,”
and next day everv Digger who was not actually in the firing
line could be seen tramping to and fro acrogs the hillsides
with a forked stick in his hands,

1 have often wondered what the Arabs thought of the
landgeape, when they returned after the summer of 19185,
to find all those overturned stones as though nature, in a
whimsical mood, had conducted a giant flip-tlap throughout
the walley, Literally, no stone was left unfurned in the
trepsure hunt for azsps, and besides many other varietiggof
snakes and even lizards were brought in for classificafion
and award. It was not long before a frantic note came dgsvn
from the “Scientific Bgquad” cancelling the order for “live
snakes,” and some of our hoys who visited the lahoratory
at Jerusalem about that time with their own particular dis-
coveries were asked by an Australian assistant whether
they thought he was “runnin’ a flamin’ sideshow.”

Our sergeant-major threatemed to “ecrime” the next
“bloke” who brought in a live snake, but we think his
ultimatum was prejudiced by the action of a signaller from
Crow’s Nest, Queensland, who, having eaptured an 8 foot
Mack snake on the bank of the Auja River, left it tied to a
stick in the sergeant-major's bivvy while he went In search
of the adjutant to elaim hils reward.

“How was [ to know,” he sald, in explanation after-
wards, “that the S.M. would get back to his tent before I
didt"

The dust and heat in the valley were terrific, apd with
inadequate rations and myriads of flies and mosquitoes fo
harass us, the health of the troops became seriously
jeopardised, The slightest scratch was converted by con-
ditions into an angry, viclous sore overnight, and almost
every trooper was a dally visltor te the AM.C. tent with
major or minor ailmenis. Boils were prevalent and by rea-
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son of their anatomical situation reduced a fair percentage
of the horsemen to the ground-level of the “foct-sloggers,”

Oceagionally we swam in the sluggish brown waters of
the Jordan or rode down to the “sea” for a brief respite from
the heat and dust, Old Arabs who haunt the shores of the
Dead Sea will tell you with a great show of superstition and
awe, that no bird will fly across its waters lest it be struck
dead by some malign and sinister influence that pollutes
the air above and around it, a deadly legacy, they presume,
arising from the ashes of Sodom and Gomorrah, The ex-
planation, however, is both simple and complete. There is
no fish life in the waters of the Dead Sea, and consequently
no bird life above it; but when we proffered this theory to
an ancient Arab he merely shook his old head and made
gestures of pity in favour of our ignorance,

The Meunt of Temptation, with its frowning econvul-
slons, rose at the back of and almost overshadowed our

camp, and near the top, eut into the cliff face, we could see
a Greek monastery.

In places the building overran the cliff wall, depending
tor support on stout beams and props, and from the valley
below it resembled nothing &0 much as a pigeon house,

Jericho is a small straggling village of mud huts, set
in a shimmering world of unreality, and there is no trace of
the famous balsam gardens of Cleopatra’s day. There were
signs of old Roman roads winding out of the valley, but
where in Palestine are such roads not to he found?

On 11th May the Regiment relieved the LC.C. in a
section of the defence line Musallabeh-Abu Tellal, and we
immediately entrenched and began consolidating the posi-
tlon, The Turks shelled the posltion freely, but made no
decisive attack upon it. Kvery afternoon we were shelled
by a long range gun known to the troops as “Jericho Jane.”
The gun was well placed in the hills at Shunet Nimrin,
about ten miles east of the river, A batch of reinforcements
which joined the Regiment here comprised about 30 Aus-
tralian aboriginals who, as it was proved later, made good
soldiers and did not hesitate to mix it with Abdul whenever
an opportunity offered. Being gifted with good sight and
hearing, legacies of their Australian environment, they were
extremely efficient on ontpost duty, although there was
probably some justification for the troop-sergeant who said
“the cows can hear too well for my liking.” It appears he
had taken four of the black boys out on a “lstening post™
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ﬂIi{‘lnight and they heard so many suspicious sounds, in-
audible to anyone else, that the sergeant was compelled to
“gtand to™ all night.

We conducted vigorous patrols in this area until re-
lieved on 8th June, when we marched, via Jerusalem, to a
camp at Solomon's Pools. near the town of Bethlehem,
arriving there on 13th June., On the 15th, Lieut -Colonel J.
W. Parsong, LSO, reporied from Australia and resumed
command of the Heglment,

BETHLEHEM.

The camp slte was well chosen amidst green swards
and smiling fields, presenting a restful and intrigning con-
trast to the dusty, wrinkled face of the Jordan Valley. The
ancient brown road to Hebron woumnd up a pleasant hill
cloze to our horse lines, and late in the evening Arabs, In
picturesque garb, passed by with their herds of black goats,
bound for the market places of Bethlehem and Jerusalem,
just as their ancestors did in the days of Abraham, A field
of green barley, leaning to the road, recalled the immortal
romanes of Boaz and Ruth,

Organised parties visited the holy places in Jeruaa.le%!
and Bethlehem, and the ancient walls of David’s city echo
and re-echoed to the tread of riding boots and the age-old
flagstones flung back the musical tinkle of spurs as Light
Horsemen followed their guides from one holy place fo
another. They walked the road to Calvary and stood in the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, listening in silent reverence
to the simple story of “the Man who eame out of Nazareth':
with equal reverence they would pile thelr spurs and les-
gings and hoots at the entrance to the Dome of the Rock.
and follow the Moslem guardian nolselessly on stockingzed
feet into that grand monument of Islam piety, the Mosaue
of Omar, there to gather round a slab of black rock that
once formed part of the threshing floor of Araunah the
Jebusite. Is it any wonder that it was foumd so easy.
amidst these surroundings, to conjure visions of Sclomon
the Great, and of Hiram, King of Tyre.

Of all the places In Jerusalem. from a spiritual point
of view, there is none guite like the Garden of Gethsemane.
To walk in the cool, =oft shadows cazt down by the old. old
olive trees, and to hear the wind whispering in the stately
cypress along the terraces is an experience never to be for-
gotten. Over everything in the garden there is a calm and
restful sensation of infinite peace. and the little borders of
rogemary, emblem of fidelity, seem to coerce one to the
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knowledge, that here at least, in this hillzide garden there
iz sublime and absclute evidence of the earthly presence of
Him who walked that way.

In Gethsemane the poet's words are clothed with a new
and more beautiful significance:

“One is nearer God’s Home in a garden,
Than anywhere else on earth.”

The Australian Light Horseman was a true “soldier of
fortune,” riding the highways and byeways of three of the
aoldest countries in the world, disposing of their ancient
riddles with a jest and a laugh, but in Jerusalem he clothed
himself In a mantle of serious reverence for the holy places,
and it was oflicially stated that there were fewer cases of
military misconduct in Jerusalem than in any other ecity
vigited by the Lizght Horse. Moreover, the magnitude of the
voluntary Church parades from our camp to the Church of
the Nativity at Bethlehem and the Holy Sepulchre in Jeru-
salem must have gladdened the heart of our padre who had
at last come into his own.

We spent three weels in the camp at Bethlehem and
on the morning of 28th June were ordered to refturn to the
Jordan Valley, where we occeupled the defence line at Wadi
Nueiamah, north of Jericho, Towards the end of June the
enemy had been persistently shelling our defences west of
the Jordan, and early in July the activity in the enemy lines
seemed to presage a general attack, which did not develop,
however, until the morning of 14th July.

Owing to the broken mature of the ground our front
line was made up of a number of strong detached posts, sup-
ported by smaller outposis adjacent to them. One Light
Horse commander was asked by Headquarters whether he
thought the front line would withstand a determined attack,
and the official hizstorian relates that he replied: "No, they
are bound to come through.” ““What of the posts?" he was
asked. “The posts,” he answered, “will stand unless they
are withdrawn for tactical reasons or completely de-
stroyved. Since we landed on the Peninsula (Gallipoli} 1
have not known a single instance of Light Horse troops,
whether under officers or non-commissioned officers, having
given up a position they were ordered to hold,” and despite
the terrifv¥ing and sickening conditions in the Valley, that
was the spirit that endured throughout the Light Horze
lines. Later In the day, as wave upon wave of German and
Turkish infantry were thrown against the line, some of the
posts were captured by the enemy, but net until every Aus-
tralian in them was either killed or wounded. As the enemy
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streamed down the wadis between the Australian posts he
was assalled by a withering fire from all angles. and by
9 a.m. on the 15th the attacking force was completely de-
moralised, One hundred and five enemy dead, and 45
wounded were found inzide our lines. The prisoners nums-
hered 425, of whom 358 were Germans, This attack was the
last offensive attempted againat the British forces in Pales-
tine, and by his success In this engagement the Light
Horseman demonstrated his superlority, not only over the
Turk, but over the German storm trooper as well,

During the engagement the Regiment was bombed by
seven enemy aeroplanes, three men being killed and four
wounded, Those who made the supreme sacrifice were:—

Trooper A. M, Downie,
Driver W. Emmert,
Trooper A, J. Smith.

Animal casualties were six horses killed and eight
wounded,

History relates that Mark Antony transported snow
from the heights of Mount Hermon to freeze the drinks he
served to Cleopatra in Jericho, but it was left to an Ente@i
prising supply officer to bring BEER to the thirsty Diggets
in the Jordan Valley in the summer of 1918, The officigl
Field Diary records the event thus:

Place: Jericho, Jordan Valley,

Date: 3rd August, 1918,

Hour: 1800 (6 p.m.). i

Summary of Event: 12 cases of beer received for
11th Regiment. !

Remarks: Nil

Apparently this super-extraordinary event left our
diarist speechless.

At 7 am. the following day the Regiment moved to
Saba Ridge in support of the 1st Brigade, and lay in the
sweltering heat, temperature 120 degrees, throughout the
day. Owing to the heavy shelling we were unable to water
the horses at the Auja until after nightfall.

The following day we occupied the defence line on the
Auja and remained there until 10th August, when the Regi-
ment was relleved by the Allwar (Indian) Infantry and we
were ordered to proceed to Ludd for the purpose of re-
organisation. On 13th August the Regiment left the Jordan
Valley for the last time, and traversing the old Roman road
to Talat ed Dumm, turned north-west, passing through the
towns of Enab and Latron, arriving at Ludd on 15th Augnst.



CHAPTER XVIIL
SHARON AND SAMARIA.

Before leaving the Jordan Valley, we learned that it
had been decided to issue swords to the 4th Hrigade and to
give us special training as a Cavalry Brigade, and naturally
we were Keen to enter upon the new training. Our camp
was gsituated in a shady olive grove eguidistant from the
townsg of Ludd and Ramleh, and under ordinary conditions
would have been an ideal “‘rest camp.” But there was no
rest here; we had a limited time to learn the effective nse
of the new weapon, and soon after we arrived “gallows"
were erected, with bags of straw dangling from eross arms
at which squads of Light Horsemen charged with drawn
swords, When the horses grew tired we dismounted and
held sham hand to hand conflicts, and the olive groves rang
with the clagh of steel. No foils were used, which probahly
accounted for the alacrity with which the Light Horseman
became proficient in the use of the sword, There were a
few minor aceidents, but generally the training was carrled
out without any serious mishan.

As soon as General Allenby resolved to strike at the
Turkish line at S8haron, he began syztematically to decejve
the enemy into believing that another British attack was to
be made east of the Jordan., One device employed was the
establishment of a dummy headguarters in an hotel at
Jerusalem, where pgeudo-stafl officers, resplendent In smart
uniforms, replete with red tabs, busied themselves with
bundles of faked despatches. BSentry boxes were erected
around the building ostensibly to keep out intrunders, and
the whole place buzzed with the military preparation that
precedes a new campaign. Fifteen thousand “dommy"™
horses, eonstructed of canvas and sticks, were erected in
the Jordan Valley, in “hidden" places, so that prving Ger-
man and Turkish eves from the air would believe that the
Light Horsemen were still at their post, and moreover wers
being steadily reinforced. Sand sleds were drawn back and
forth across the valley, creating clouds of dust and the
illusion of troop movement, besides hiding from the enemy
the true state of affairs, thus fulfilling a doal purpose, East
ef the Jordan, far beyond Amman, Colonel Lawrence
{“Lawrence of Arabia”) ecarried the deeeption further by
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buying large stocks of grain, and a “chosen few” amongst
the Arabs were told in hushed voices that it was required for
the DBritish mounted troops who would soon be there.
Enemy Arab agents were allowed to “escape” through our
lines to bear false tidings to their Turkish masters. The
success of these schemes was evidenced by a captured Ger-
man Intelligence map, dated 17th September (two davs be-
fore the attack), which indieated that the Australian
Mounted Division and the 4th Cavalry Division were still
in the Jordan Valley, with & number of Infantry units.
Actually two complete mounted divizsions had moved across
to our left flank, and yet the nearest the enemy came to
guessing the truth was shown in the captured report of a
German airman, dated 15th SBeptember, which read: “Some
re-grouping of eavalry units Is apparently in progress on
the enemy’s left ilank, otherwise nothing unusual to
report.”

An Immense army of horsemen had slipped out of the
valley overnight, leaving behind a skeleton foree sup-
ported by skeleton horses of sticks and bags, dummies that
were lifeless yet not useless, and the German airman found
“nothing unusual to report!” B

All ranks eontributed to the success of this magnificent
hocus-pocus, but the greatest share of the prajze muszt B
given to the airmen of both the Tmperial and the Australian
flying units, In this regard 1 can not do better than quote
the words of the Official Historian: “So active and superior
were the British and Australian pilots and observers, that
while In one week in June 100 enemy machines appeared
over the British lines, the weekly average in August was
only eightesn,”

The attack on the enemy’s lines west of the Jordan
was set down for 19%th September, and there was a heavy
concentration of troops at Ludd, Jaffa and other bases on
the Maritime Plain, although troop and transport move-
ments were carried out after dark. During the day, how-
ever, the army rested in the thick orange and olive groves,
and the road traffie became normal,

The British forces west of the Jordan were opposed by
the Tth and 8th Turkish armies with headgquarters at Nablus
and Tul Keram respectively, and thege forces held a deep
strong line stretching from the coast near Tul Keram to the
Jordan at Jisr ed Damieh. The British plan of attack,
briefly stated, was as follows:—The infantry would be em-
pleved to smash a gap in the enemy line, enabling the
mounted troops to pass throngh and cut the enemy's lines

»
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of communication in the rear, and thus isolate and capture
or destroy him. The first phase of the movement would
therefore depend solely upon the quality and persistence of
the infantry, and the gecond phase would rest entirely in
the hands of the hard riding mounted men.

In & summary of the eondition of the troops at this
time, the Official Historian says:

“Of the British force the only troops not in true battle con-
diffon wers the Australiansg and New Zealanders, Physlealiy
the two divizsions, with the exception of Onslow's now bilzwde,
wera bul gaunt ghosts of (e splendld bodies which bhad moved
anross the Jordan in the gpring. The men were, In Light Horse
language, ‘Rs poor 88 crows” and their horses, if still strong,
had pleked up much dust in the Jordan Valley and were in low
condition. The long, spare type of young manhood which ¢harme:
terises the Australisn countryside was to be #een In every
gaddle. The summer in the svalley had not onty greatly reduced
the men in weight, but had made of them in reality & siek and
exhapated force, Heat amd duost, bad food, and enforced eleep-
legsnesd wonld alone have destroved men of o less virile and
cheerful race: but besides enduring these condlilons, they were
serlonsly amllcted with more or less sctive diseage, The great
majority bad sullered from successive attacks of malaris and
legser pecurrent fevors, and all from severe stomuch troubles.™

The G.0.C. must therefore have had great faith in the
stamina of the men and the meitle of the horses, for he
called upon these mounted men a few days later to smash
the Turkish lines from Samaria to the far-flung plains of
Damascus, That they succeeded in thrashing the Turk Into
submission iz now a matter of history.

Shortly before the attack our Second in Command,
Major P, J. Bailey, D.5.0., waz commissioned by the G.O.C.
to make a low aerial reconnalssance flight over the Turkish
lines from the coast to Nablus, for the purpose of selecting
guitable routes for the mounted troops to pass through, and
our initial movements were based on the findings set out in
Major Bailey's reports,

On the evening of 18th September, all was in readiness
for the attack. The four divisions of infantry were resting
in wadis near the Turkish position, awaiting the zero hour,
and behind them were the horsemen, ready to spring into
their saddles and ride when the great moment arrived. The
Australian airmen, led by Ross Smith (later Sir Ross
Smith). piloting a Handley-Page machine, flew over at
1 o'clock in the morning of the 1%th and bombed the railway
at Bl Afule, the German aerodrome at Jenin, and the
Turkish Army Headquarters at Nablus and Tul Keram. At
4.30 a.m. 300 Britich guns opened fire and for 15 minutes
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they pounded the Turkish line on the Sharon sector., Sud-
denly the guns fell silent, and as suddenly the infantry
swarmed out of the gullies and with fixed bayonets charged
the first line of defence, and after fierce hand to hand fight-
ing the Turks broke and fled In an attempt to reach their
reserve line, 3000 yvards to the rear, But the victorlous in-
fantrymen weré not to be stopped and the second line fell
to their assault. By T a.m. the gap in the Turkish line was
wide and definite, and at a given signal 12,000 horsemen
streamed through, to be cheered by the infantrymen as they
galloped on to the heart of the Turkish communications
beyond. Thus was the second phase of the battle ushered
in to the thunder of galloping hoofs, the cheers of the
infantry, and the shouts of flying horsemen,

The 11th Regiment moved from Sarona, near Jaffa, on
the morning of the 19th, according to schedule, and racing
by the “Twin Trenches” proceeded along the eastern track
to Birket Ramadan. The roads were bad and whole troops
of men were employed to man-handle the transport
waggons through the heavy sand and the rough country.
Five miles beyond Ramadan we were compelled to abandon
all heavy artieles of ordnance and push on without thegs.
We reached Wadi Nahr Iskanderum at midnight. The Hégr—
ment now swung north-east and occupied an outpost lipe
on the Nablus-Jenin road. Next day we withdrew and pro-
ceeded via Jenin to Afule, where we spent the night riding
guard on 4,000 Turkish and German prisoners. Next day
we moved Lo Beisan, and after an hour's rest remounted and
rode to Jisr Mejamie, where we bivouacked., Ten miles
away, nestling on the southern shore of Galilee, lay the
village of Semakh, a position strongly held by the enemy,
and before the camp had settled down to rest, orders were
received to the effect that the Regiment must be in position
to attack that stronghold at dawn. For a time there was an
air of suppressed excitement in the camp, but the tived
troopers and their horses soon settled down to rest. At
2 a.am. the camp was astir, and by 2,20 we mounted, and
leaving Jisr Mejamie, rode towards Galilee.

THE CHARGE AT SEMAKH.

A regiment -of the Central Indian Horse oceupied the
bridge-head at Jisr Mejamie, and an officer of that regiment
was commissioned to guide us In to Semakh,

The fishing village of Semakh had no pretentions to
greatness other than the faet that the Damaseus-Haifa
raillway passed through the town, thus lending it, for the

K
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time being, a degree of military importance, The original
order to General Grant was subseguently altered, he being
glven the choice of two alternatives, Either attack the
position at once or await reinforcements due to arrive the
following day. A consultation with his Hegimental leaders
discloged that the C.0. of the 11th Regiment and the Second
in Commanid were both eager to attack under cover of dark-
ness, and this course was decided upon; the Brigade moved
off, with the 11th in advance, riding in line of troop columns.

A low moon shed lts pale light over the countryside,
but in the valley where we rode it was dark in the shadow
of the hills, After travelling for a time a halt was called,
and there was some discussion between our guide and the
senior officers of the Regiment. The former stated we were
more than two miles from the village, but a difference of
ppinion arpze between him and Major Bailey, our second
in command, whao contended we were much nearer our
objective than that., Being an Ausiralian bushman, Major
Bailey displayed good judgment of distance, and besides he
had carefully studied the physical features of the country
from his field map of the area, As agalnzt thiz the guide had
traversed the country previously on patrol duty and his
opinion was therefore sccepted. We mounted to move off
and had scareely settled in the saddles when the stillness of
the night was shatlered by a terrific burst of machine-gun
and rifle fire. Major Bailey's opinions were vindiecated; we
were actually on the outskirts of Semalkh, and that first
burst was straight ahead full in our faces. Fortunately, the
enemy gunners mistook the range; the bullets whistled low
over our heads like the rustle of an immense flight of swal-
lows, and in the distance we =aw tiny pin-points of light

dancing along the muzzles of the guns like the flicker of
lightning,

In recalling those few tense seconds, when the guns
opened fire, and while the echo of the volley had not yet
faded from the hills, one sound must stand out elearly to all
who heard it. It was the booming voice of Major Costello,
commanding his squadron to form line and charge the
Turkish guns, There was excitement, of course, but no
panic. In response to the major's command, four troops of
“B" Squadron swung into line; the thin blades of the
swords sang as they leapt from the seabbards; the horses
Jjumped to the touch of the spurs, and in less than one
minute “B"" Squadron was racing straight at the enemy guns
with Major Costello at their head. They had scarcely moved
off when Lisntenant Farlow, a very gallant and courageous

I .
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officer, was killed. Meanwhile, Major Loynes had formed
“A" Squadron into line, and they too moved out at the
oallop close on the heels of “B" Squadron. More than two
hundred horses thundered across that moonlit plain, the
drumming of their hoofs recalling the glory of Beersheba
and Sharia and “Tggoree” Flat. Grant's "mob” were
charging the guns again, and nothing else mattered.

The thunder of galloping hoofs, the tinkle of bits and
stirrups and spurs, and the music of clashing swords, these
are the things that represent the true rhythm and poetry
of war.

As the squadrons advanced, the rest of the brigade was
rapidly organised to support them. “C” Squadron of this
Regiment, under Lieut.-Colonel Parsons, galloped to a
position on the railway east of the town to prevent
stragglers escaping in that direetion. One squadron of the
12th Regiment charged in on the west of the town to cut
off escape in that quarter, and the 4th Brigade Machine Gun
Squadron, led by Major H. W, Harper, took up a position
under heavy fire on the railway line to cover the charge, and
rendered valuable service at a time when It was needed
most, As the squadrons approached the town the enemy fife
became effective and many a horse and rider went down.
Troopers unhurt bounded to their feet and followed thisir
mates on foot, but otherg more hapless, lay where they had
fallen, and their horses, with reins dragging and stirrups
widely flung, sped on. Five hundred yards from their objec-
tive the squadrons parted. “A" Squadron under Major
Loynes swung half left, making straight for the native
village, and “B" Squadron under Major Costello wheeled
half right to encirele the station buildings and that section
of the village., In places the ground was honeveombed with
cavalry pits dug in the midst of thickets of tall thistles, and
a number of horses went down, injuring nine men. One
hundred and fifty vards from the station the men of “A"
Squadron dismounted and charged with the bayonet, fight-
ing desperately until they reached a drain about 30 yards
from the station house, A train stood at the siding and
many Germans and Turks took cover in the carriages and
trucks, firlng on our men from the windows. The main
force was barricaded in the two-storied railway station, and
armed as they were with machine-guns, automatic rifles
and hand grenades they poured a terrific fire down upon the
position occupied by “A" Squadron. Meanwhile Major Cos-
tello dizmounted hizs foree, and leading them In a magnifi-
cent bayonet charge, they fought desperately through the
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darkened streets until they finally joined forces with “A”
Sguadron. At one stage Major Costello’s troops were
menaced by an enemy 12 pounder gun firing at point blank

range, and while attempting to silence this gun Captain
Gee was killed.

The position near the rallway station became critical,
and dashing from cover Captain Whitfield led his men
In a charge to clear the railway carvlages. Suddenly a
white flag was thrust from a carriage window, and as
Captain Whitfield stepped forward to accept the surren-
der he was shot at point blank range, being killed instantly.
Roused at this act of treachery, his men sprang into the
carriage and the death of this very gallant officer was
awiftly avenged in troe Australian fashion, Grimly hiz men
surged through the corridor with dripping swords and
bavonets. No guarter was given and no German or Turk
was carried from that earriage alive. During the engage-
ment some of the enemy attempted to escape from the train
and take cover in the station building, but Major Loynes led
his sguadron in a bayonet charge upon the station, and bat-
tering in the doors his men cleared the building from bas*,-,
ment to roof, killlng or capturing the whaole force. The
intensity of the fighting may be judged from the fact thid
within a radius of 30 yards near the station house 20 of the
enemy were Killed with the bayonet. The brunt of the
fighting fell upon *A" and “B" Sguadrongs, and the hanours
of the day rested largely with those troops, but the remains
der of the Regiment was by no means idle. Lientenant G. R,
Wilson led a troop of “C" Squadron in a soul-stirring charge
on an enemy redoubt west of the village, capturing 47 Ger-
mans and Turks and one machine-gun. The battle raged
for one hour and five minutes before the town surrendered.
The affair at Semakh {2 an Imperizshable day in the history
of the 11th Regiment. It must have been difficult indeed
for senior officers to record individual acts of bravery amidst
g0 much collective gallantry, The officers and men engaged
fought with skill and courage, blended with a determination
that carried them to vietory against appalling odds. The
enemy outnumbered us by more than three to one; he held
strong positions In {renches, redoubts and stone bhulldings,
and besides he knew and guarded every approach to the
town,

Karly in the engagement Major Bailey's horse wasg shot
u‘nd‘er him; & secomd mount he was riding met with a
similar fate shortly afterwards, and though badly shaken
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by the falls, the Major went into action dismounted and was
prominent in the subsequent fighting in and around the
village.

Major Loynes and Major Costello were both awarded
the Distinguished Service Order in recognition of their gal-
lant conduct throughout the engagement.

Lientenant Charles J, Clifford was awarded a bar to his
Mititary Cross for conspicuous gallantry, While leading a
party of men in a charge on an enemy field gun and
machine-guns, hig sword was knocked from his hand by a
chance bullet, and drawing hiz revolver with his left hand,
the right being injured, this gallant officer fearlessly at-
tacked four German gunners, killing one and capturing the
remainder. He then attacked four Turks, bluffing them
into submission with his empty revolver,

Captain James K. Johnstone was awarded the Military
Cross for bravery dizplayed by him in leading men in the
mounted charge and for perslstent good work in organising
the attack in the town, and later leading a bavonet charge
with severe loss to the enemy,

Captain Colin P, Stumm, M.C., was mentioned in
despatehes [or courage displayed while leading his troop in
the mounted charge and for his coolness and determination
throughout the subzequent fighting in the village. Captain
Stumm had been mentioned in despatches on a previous
cccasion for his excellent work as a troop leader.

Sergeant Walter H. Quinn was awarded the Distin-
guished Conduct Medal for bravery. His troop officer being
killed, he took command of the troop, and with great daring
brought his mounted men in to the shelter of a building
cloge to the enemy, He then advanced on foot with a amall
party, capturing a number of the enemy, and later rescued
a wounded officer who was being attacked by four of the
enemy,

Sergeant Roper King was awarded the Military Medal
for outstanding courage and good work in leading a troop
whose officer became a casualty. He kept the troop in
action and well organised throughout the engagement. He
exhibited great tact, courage and judgment throughout.

Sergeant Arthur Wilson was awarded the Military
Medal for his display of coolness and eourage during the
attack. When his troop leader became a casualty he took
command of the troop and led them fearlessly in the
engagement,
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Sergeant E, Thorpe. AAMC., was awarded the
Military Medal for gallant services in the field while attend-
ing the wounded.

Corporal Carl Cory was awarded the Military Medal,
He exhibited great dash and bravery In the charge to the
railway station, and then took control of two sections of
men and inflicted severe casualties on the enemy as they
attempted to escape from the building,

Corporal Finn Baker was awarded the Military Medal,
After taking part in the charge, this N.C.0, acted as gal-
loper to Major Costello and moved around under heavy fire
with great dash and courage, and an absolute disregard for
his own safety.

Corporal Les, Smoothy was awarded the Military
Medal. Noticing a party of the enemy attempting to escape
in a motor boat this N.C.0. dashed forward under heavy
fire and attacked the boal with a Hotehkiss rifle and eventu-
ally destroyed it. He then attacked an enemy machine-gun,
putting it out of action,

Trooper Felix Kempster wasz awarded the Military
Medal. During the charge hig horze was shot under him,
and while still in a dazed condition due to the fall, he E‘a
attacked by a German officer armed with a revolver, who
ealled upon him to surrender, Refusing to accept defepd,
Trooper Kempster fought with and subsequently killed his
opponent. Later he rejoined his comrades, who were then
fighting in the village, i

Signaller Cliff Bonfield was awarded the Military
Medal. Seeing a motor boat leaving the jetty at Semakh, he
sprang aboard but unfortunately lost his rifle as he landed
on the deck. With a great display of courage he then
attacked the enginedriver with his fists, but four of the
enemy came up from below decks, and being unarmed Sig-
naller Bondfield was compelled to escape by diving over-
board and swimming ashore.

Trooper James Coyne was awarded the Military Medal,
He displayed great dash and courage in attacking the enemy
with the bayonet in the upper story of the station building,

Our casualties in this action were:—

Killed. Wounded,
Officers s e i 4
Other ranks .. el 24
156 28
Animals i 1 39
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The names of those who made the supreme sacrifice
are ;—

Captain H. J. Ges, M.C,
Captain W. 5. Whitfield,
Lieutenant F. G. Farlow, M.C.
Signaller Corporal K. 5. W. Thorn.
L/Corporal W. E. L. Hughes.
Trooper W. Bioomfield,

= I, J. D, Dodda.

& A, Donaldson.

i W. Dionaldson,

i E. C. Fraser.

= W. J. Lewis,

= J. McCarthy.

. E. McKay,

= J, M. Byane.

i H. H. Taylor.

The material captured included :—

Rolling Stock: 2 railway engines, 8 carriages, 12 goods
Waggons.

One aeroplane, 1 light field gun (77 m.), 7 machine-
guns, 3 automatic rifles, 3 feed blocks (rifle), 10 spare
barrels, 1 mounting, 1 range finder, 140 rifles, 53 cases
ammunition, 1 motor lorry, 1 disinfector, 1 wireless set,
1 trailer and electric light plant, 10 field cookers and a large
quantity of miscellaneous stores,

After the town surrendered considerable thne was
spent in collecting and dressing the wounded, and then we
turned to the sad duty of burying our fallen comrades, We
made their graves side by slde, on a green slope running
down to the sea, where the restless waves of Galilee lapped
the gshove. [t was late evening ere the last sod was laid, and
filing back to our lines in the dusk we passed by a Turkish
hospital tent over which the red crescent of the Oftoman
Empire still fluttered in the breeze as though waving a
vigible benediction over the scene.

| The 11th Regiment fording the Jordan at che villoge of Thagsnin,
north=west of Senuiil

-'l- !"ﬁ. .

The 1180 Heglment resting by Gallles on (1= trek from Semakh tio
Tibering
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CHAPTER XIX.

MISCELLANY,
TIBERIAS TO HOMS.

At 4 o'clock on the morning of 26th September the
Regiment wasz called to “stand to arms™ as the enemy began
sniping from the high ground east of Semakh. but an attack
did not develop. At 6 o'clock a party was despatched by
train to repair the damaged railway line belween Jisr
Mejamie and Biesan to enable the wounded to be taken to
the casualty clearing station at Afuleh.

The following day the BRegiment crossed the Jordan
north-west of Semakh, near the village of Daginia, and
marched by the Sea of Galilee to Tiberlas, arriving there at
.20 am, and while here we received orders to ride to
Damasecus, the order of march being as lollows:— i,

drd Brigade in advance, followed by the Gth, with ;lrl?ﬁ
4th in support. One span of the Jigr Benat Yakub (Daugh-
ters of Jacohb) bridge over the Jordan river had been de-
stroved by the Turks, who were then holding the eastern
bank. The 3rd and 5th Brigade, assisted by the 4th and 12th
Regiments of the 4th Brigade, attacked and the enemy
were driven off. The bridge was then repaired and the
troops passed over. While watering the horses next morn-
ing at Deir Es Saras, we were bombed and machine-gunned
by hostile planes, and one man and a number of horses
were wounded, Later that day we marched to Kuneitra,
where we bivouacked for the night, From 1st October to
the 10th the Regiment was engaged in patrol duty on that
gection of the lines of communication, and many excursions
were made into villages hidden in that mountainons region,
We were the first British troops to penetrate that territory,
and in some cases the natives fled from their villages lest
our intentions should be hostile, but when they dizscovered
we were merely searching for Turkish sirvagglers they
assisted us as much as possible. It was reported that Cireas-
gian Cavalry (many of them bandits in peace time Jor-
dania) were active north-east of our line, hut when we
attempted to engage them they scattered and fled into the
mountains,
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On 11th Oectober Lieut.-Colonel Parsons, D.5.0., was
evacuated to hospital and Major P. J. Bailey, D.S.0.
assumed command of the Regiment, At this time a severe
epidemic of pneumonic influenza was raging in the Regi-
ment, with the result that five officers and 83 other ranks
were evacuated to hospital seriously {ll.

DAMASCUS,

It was decided, on medical advice, to allow the Regi-
ment to remain at Kuneitra until 25th October, and on that
day we marched out, arriving at Damascus on the 26th.
On the 28th our commander, Major P. J. Bafley, D.8.0,, was
evacuated to hospital and Major G. Rankin, D.S.0., of the
4th Regiment, assumed temporary command of the Regi-
ment. That day we moved from Damascus bound for
Aleppo, 200 miles to the north, and by the 1st November we
haF] covered half the diztance and bivouacked on the out-
skirts of the town of Homs. Late that evening we watered
our horses in the River Orontes, At 11.30 p.m. we received
news of the Armistice with Turkey.

ZGARTA, near TRIPOLL

We remained at Homs until 5th November, when we
were ordered to retire to Tripoli, which was reached on Sth
November. Preparations were made at once to establish
4 winter camp and a good site was selected on high ground
about 10 miles inland from Tripoli, near the pieturesque
j.rillugn. urIZgarta. Since the “affair at Semakh" the follow-
ing mentioned N.C.0's, and men died, either as a result of
sickness or the effect of wounds received in battle:—

Sergeant K. Frost,

¥ R. A. McDonald.
Trooper H. Braham, D.C. M.

i F. C. Buckholtz,

& 2. M., Connor.

i A, Gilligan,

= F. Golden.

P R. G. Hallam,

i J. Lemon,

o R. Lindsay,

i A. L. Paterson,
P H. T. Wake,

News of the Armistice with Germany was received at
the camp on 11th November, Major Rankin left for Egvpt
and Major Dunlop assumed command of the Regiment,
Parties were granted leave to visit Tripoli, Baalbek and
Besherri, The last mentioned place is beautifully situated
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on the snow-clad mountains of Lebanon, overlooking the
Kadisha Valley, and nearby are the famous old cedars of
Lebanon,

It seemed difficult to realise that the war had ended, but
extracts from the Field Diary covering the months Decem-
ber to January, and gquoted hereunder, tell their own story
of the altered conditions.

“New uniforms izsued to troops going on leave”

“Tree boor Isauod to the Regiment™—a significant date this one—

25th December,

“Civilian tailor employed within the Regiment”

“2ports meeting held on the beach at Tripoli"

“Vegetables, fruit and firewood purchased with Regimental
funds."

“The “Whiz Bang' Concert Party performed in the Brigade Con-
cert Tent laat night—eood show.”

“Team of wen from the 11th Regiment competed (n 5amile cross
country foot race”

"A team made up of trooperg In the Regimeni challenged
team of officers and non-commissioned officers to a game of
Rughy.” It is difficult to say whether the dlarist's closing
remark on the game catries a hole of malevolence or
triumph. He writes: *The troopers won easily.”

“A party of officers and men weps entertmined touday by the
residents of Zgarta—" and so the diary continues Ell.ll'lll'lllﬁ'l‘.II
with its terse record of the Regiment at play.

Colonel P. J, Bailey, D.8.0., returned from hospital ang
assumed command of the Regiment, and Major Dunlop,
D.8.0., returned to the 4th Hegiment.

Major E. Costello, D.8.0., was appeinted second-in-
command, and shortly afterwards Colonel Bailey was ap-
pointed temporary commander of the Brigade; Major
Costello then assumed command of the Regiment.

About this time & small organized band of native
thieves stole a number of horsez from our lines under cover
of a severe storm which raged throughout the night. Next
morning a troop accompanied by Corporal Allen and Driver
Smith, two expert bush trackers, took up the chase and
eventually the horses were found hidden in a deep gorge far
into the mountains of Lebanon, The thieves were captured
and brought to trial and eventually punished. Tracking
horges over rough country, after a heavy storm had
apparently obliterated all ground signs of their movements,
wag a splendid accomplishment and Corporal Allen and
Driver Smith were both highly commended for their work.
Our interpreter reported that the thieves, believing they
were safe from pursuit, were mystified when the Australians
suddenly appeared and captured them, and were anxious to
know how their “secret lair' had been discoversd. When

_—*'——
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informed that the Australians had followed the tracks of
the horges their leader replied: “There were no horze marks
for the eve to =zee,” and not being convineed he eonsigned
the affair to the realms of the supernatural,

Cur horses became so much a part of us throughout
the campaign that most of us cherished the beliel that they
would go back with us to Australia and civilian blessedness
after the war. However, it was not to be, and soon after
we arrived at Tripoli an order was received to the effeet
that only a small percentage of the best horses would be
retained for service in Imperial units and the remainder
would be destroyed. When this instruction became known a
distinet sadness descended upon the camp, evervone being
deeply affected., A few davs later, in an atmosphere both
gloomy and pensive, the veterinary staff arrived to
“clagsifly,” and shortly afterwards the order to “destroy"
was carried oul, The recording of any further details in
relation to this sad event is purposely avoided.

On 12th March the following appreciation, signed by
Brigadier-General Grant, C.M.G., InB.0., was received al
Regimental Headquarters:—

“"Om the conclosion of hostilities 1 deslre to exprezs my
thanks to all ranks for the magnificenl work they have dong
and the gallant manner in which they have borne themselves
during the recent operations from Ludd to Homs, You have
carrled the approbation of your Commander-in-Chief, On his
recent visit he thanked you and expressed hisg gratitode for all
vou had done. He said yon should be pround of the fact that
you have taken part In the greatesit Cavalry ride known to the
history of warfare.

“The capture of Semakh by the 11th Regiment, *C" Squadron
of the 12th RHegiment, and the Machine Gun Squadron, was carried
out in 8 dashing manner, snd one worthy of the finest traditions
of this Brigade. Here we used the sword for the first time, and
the magnificent charvge of “A"™ and “B" Sgusdrons of the 11th
Regiment In the face of 10 machine gunz and a fNeld piece
Justified Its use, and the charge wiil long be remembered. This
was the stiffest fight of any mounted lroops in the whaole cam-
paign, Our casusities are regretted, hut the strategical import-
anee of Semakh and the loss to the enemy of 25 officers and 241
other ranks captured, and 100 killed, besides the acquisition of a
large amounl of material, compensated for our losses

“Captures made by the Hrigade from 1%th September to
1=l November are as follows: —

Personnel, Offlcers. Other Ranks.
German .. Vi 1% 62T
Turkish .. - g 12041

Total ., 12,546

“Material:—44 field gons, 98 machine guns and auntomatic
tifles, 12 trench mortars, 1 aeroplane. several trains, motor cars,
waggang, and a large qaantity of miscellaneous military equlp-
ment and storps"
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Before leaving Zgarta, a meeting of officers and men of
the Hegiment discussed the following items of general
intereat i—

i1y Compilation and publication of the history of
the unit.
i2) Plans for an annual reunion of members after
the war.
BACK TO EGYPT.

Arrangements were being made to despateh 10 per
cent. of the troops to England on furlough, and meantime
a transport was being made ready at Port Said to take the
remainder of the Regiment home. Accordingly we struck
camp at Zgarta on 14th March, and accompanied by hun-
dreds of civillans from that district, marched by road to
Tripell. A number of transports were “standing off” from
the shore and after a short delay we were taken by lighter
and boarded the 5.5, “Ellinga,” which sailed for Port Said
the following day., We expected to go directly aboard a
transport for Australia, but instead were orvdered to entrain
for Moascar, the Light Horse base camp on the Port Said-
Cairg railway; war or no war, there were still many regula-
tions to he rel-‘-ppr‘ted and it appears we were bound to [mﬁ'l*'-
through the “detail” camp at Moasear to “sign off” before.
leaving Egypt—the official act of “punching the clock,” ag*
it were, now that the day's work was over,

Many of the men had despatched cables to relatives
announcing the date of thelr departure for Australia, and |
everyone was in high spirits, when suddenly our dreams of
home were shattered by the announcement that the
Egyptianz had rebelled against British rule, and in a few
hours the insurreection had spread like wildfire across the
length and breadih of Egypt. We were commissioned at
onee, with other units, to gather equipment and horaes and
stamp out the blaze, Throughout the eountry the insur-
gents were tearing up railway lines and destroyving eivil
means of communication, British residents were attacked
openly in the streets, and their houses were ralded by mobs
of fanatical Moslems, Gangs of Egyptian students marched
through the streets of Cairo earrving banners inscribed with
battle cries auch as “Egypt [or the Egyptians and “Down
with the British." Acts of violence were flagrantly com-
mitted throughout the land, Small parties of British =ol-
diers and nurses on leave In isolated towns were attacked
by vicious mobg, and many of them were beaten to death,
To make matters worse, the eclvil servants declared a
general strike, and most of the gervices hecame stasnant.
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The outbreak spread rapidly throughout the lower pro-
vinees of Egyvpt to the Delta lands in the north, and for a
time the position looked ugly indeed. The Light Horse
units were rughed to Moascar, re-equipped, remounted and
despatehed to various towns in the affected areas.

The Regiment left Moascar on 18th March for patrol

duties extending to Tel &l Kebir, and esecorts were provided
for barges moving on the canals.

e e el
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the telegraphic instruments in the railway statlon at Man-
sura, the native operators working under their supervision.

Colonel P. J. Bailey, D.5.0., was appointed military
governor of Mansura and commander of the Mansura sub-
sector, Advice was received that the following mentioned
N.C.(rs, had received awards for gallaniry in the field, per-
sistent good work and devotion to duty during the recent
operations in Syria:—

L Bergeant L. U. C, Kempster, Meritorious Service

A soldier of the Ard Gurka Regiment was murdersd by Medal. .
natives while on patrol, and the miscreants were tracked by Corporal McMurdie, Military Medal.
Corporal Allen and Driver Smith to a village near Abu The Regiment soon had the area under control and in
Hammad on the Calro-Port Said railway, The Omda (head a month's time the flame of rebellion flickered and went out.
man of the village) renounced. all responsibility in the mat- We then turned our attention to definite forms of recreation
ter, and, in fact, became defiant and even truculent towards and sports and race meetings were frequently held, to which
our men, This action, at such a time, was, to say the least the civil population were invited. An lmprovised totalisator
of it, foolhardy, and retributicn descended swiftly upon him ! was established and race days at Mansura, with the gaily
and his people. The soldiers surrounded the village and dressed crowds of both sexes, carried an atmosphers that
organised parties escorted the women and children to was truly Australian,
safety. The troops then entered the village, and after The Regiment gent representatives to the ““all military”
thrashing every man in it with their fists the soldiers burnt sports meeting at Cairo, and two members at least gave an
the houses to the ground. It is a pleasure to relate that excellent account of themselves, Trooper Roberts won theg,
after the “clean up” the guilty natives (three in number) the event “putting the shot,” with Trooper McKee second,>*
confeszed the crime and were later courtmartialled and and McKee, a magnificent type of Australian athlete,j.
sentenced to death. secured coveted flrst places in the following events:—

This “rash act,” as it was officially described, at least 440 yards race,
gained the desired rvesult and no more trouble was ex- 220 yards race,
perienced from the rebels in that area; some time after- 0 150 vards hurdles,

wards a belated order arrived from General Headguarters,
stating that native villages were not to be burnt without
reference to Brigade Headguarters, Although the rebellion
went off to a “fying start,” the sight of detachments of
Australian soldiers galloping through towns and villages
goon caused the rebels to lose their nerve and in a short
while most of the ringleaders were captured and thrown
into prizon.

Omn 18t April the Regiment marched from Abu Hammed
vig Zagazig to Mansura, a large town in the Delta of the
Nile. The Regiment occupied a vacant block of land
gituated between the railway station and a point where the
Mansura Irrigation Canal joins the Nile, with Regimental
Headguarters established in the Agricultural Bank building.
The Regiment provided patrols, train escorts. guards and
construction gangs which were despatched to Damietta,
Faraskur, Fl Bosrat, Dakernes, Mit Tarif and many other
places in that area. The signal troop assumed control of

There were other successes by 11th Light Horsemen
at this meeting, but unfortunately the details are not now
avallable.

A coneert party, comprising members of the Regiment.
performed to a packed house in the Carion Theatre, Man-
gura, under the very able supervision of Capt. Searle, Ser-
geant Kempster, Corporal Davies, Sergeant Faleoner, Sig-
naller Ryan and others, and was so well received that the
British residents clamoured for a repeat performance a few
evenings later,

The officers and men of the Regiment will not forget
the gracious hospitality extended to them by Miss Friend,
Mr. Harvey anid many other English and European resi-
denta of Mansura,

On 28th June the G.0.C. izsued his farewell order to the
Australian troops, to which he attached a special personal

tribute to their services throughout the campaign. These
documents read as follows -
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OFFICIAL: ORDER OF THE DAY.

"Now that the Austealinn Mounted Division and Anzac
Mounted DMvislon are leaving my commaidd, T wish to exprésas to
all ranks my admivation of and gratitude for the work they have
done.

“"The units composing these divisions, landing In Egypt affer
gallant service in Gallipoll, have been constanily engaged with
the enmemy since the formolion of ths Ezyplion Expeditionary
Fores, and have taken a leading part in all the victories won.

"Im the ndvance through the Sinai Desert: (he capturs of
Beeralieba; the pursnit of the enemy which ended In the taking
of Jerusalem: the operations in the Jordan Valley, in the mou-
talns to the east of Jordan; and in the final defeat and pursunit
of the Turkish Army In September and October, 1918, Auns-
tralian and N2 troops have been always in the forefrond, They
have borne with cheesrful endurance the thirst and glare of the
degert, the heat 4nd dust of the Jordan Valley, and the fatigoe
of long and exhansting marches, They have responded to every
call, and have fally ecarned the welcome which will reward them
on thelr long-deferred retorn to thelr homes.

“Isond my congratulations, my thanks, and my best wishes, i
SEDMUND H. H. ALLENBY, The snow-clad hilld of lebanon, near the town of Deshoeed,
YEeneral.

“Goneral Headguarters,
"Egyplian Expeditionary Force,
*2Eih June, 1819."

SPECIAL: LETTER OF APFPRECIATION, '

T knew the New Sounth Wales Loncers and the Australian
Horse well In the Boer War, and | was glad to meel some of my
old friends of thoge days when the Light Horse came ander my
commuand jusl two Moars ago.

“When | took over command of the Ezyvplian Expeditionary
Foree in July, 1917, the Light Horse were dlready veternig, Lried
and proved in many a fight. Since them, they have shared in the
campzizgns which achieved the destruction of the Turkish army
amid the congquest of Palestine and Syria, and throgshout they
hawve been in the thick of the fichting. 1 have found them eager
in advance and =taunch fn defence. At Beersheba, n mounted
charge by a Light Forse regiment, armed only with rifles, swoeplt
across the Tarkish trénches and dechied the day. Later, some of
the regimentz were armed with swords, which they used with
grest effect In the pursuit of last astwmn, 1

“On foot, too, they have egually distingulshed themselves as
atubborn fighters. They have shown in dismooanted actiom the
divsh and enterprize of the best type of light infantry,

“The Ausiralian Lirhi Horseman combines with a splendid
physigue o restless activicy of mind, This mental guallty renders
hitn somewhat impatient of rigid &nd formal disciplins. buat it
confers upon him the gifl of adaplabillty, and this 1s the secret
of much of hisg success, monnted or on feol. In this doal role,
o every variety of groand—moumtain, plain, deasrt, swamp, or
jungle—the Australion Light Horgeman hag proved himself equal
to the best, The Hely

eodars of Taebanor
L1




“He has earned the gratitude of the Empirve and the admira-
tHon of the world.™
"“EDMUND H. H. ALLENBY,
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“General.”

On 30th June the Regiment returned to Moaszcar by
train, the horses having been despatehed to the remount
depot by road, and for the next few dayvs we were busily
engaged in final preparations for the voyage home. During
this period. one of the famous “hard cases” of the Regiment
who spent most of hig time in the wet canteen, was brought
before the Camp Commandant, almost daily, to be dis-
ciplined for his lapses of drunkenness. We had always
admired his “ability to pitch a tale,” an accomplishment
that had gotten him out of many official scrapes in the past,
but by all accounts he was “for it" on this oceasion, it helng
rumoured that he had exhausted official clemency by his |
¢ repeated falls from grace. He duly appeared to be dealt |

with, and in view of the fact that the Commandant had I
never seen this trooper in a sober condition, it was perhaps
natural that he should become exasperated with him and
finally enguire the nature of his pre-war oecupation,

“You appear to be in a perpetual state of drunkenness®
said the Commandant, addressing the culprit; and after
significant pause, “hy the way, what was your occupatioln
before the war?"

Guick as a flash our cobber rose magnificently to the

{ ocegslon. “Me, sir,” sald he, clicking his boot-heels in the
approved manner, “I was shooting parrots, sir, for Arnott’s
biscuit tins.” The Commandant turned away to hide his
mirth and promptly dismissed the case.

After that we had to admit that, in addition to his other
accomplishinents our cobber was an opportunist who would
rise to greatness, because you see the Camp Commandant
was Colonel Arnott, whose name and biscuits were so well
known.

} BATTLE HONOURS,.

Following is a list of the battle honours of this Regi-

ment in the war of 1914-1915;

GALLIPOLL

STUVLA. JERUSALEM,
SARI BAIR, JORDAN (ES SALT).
— 3 RUMANI. MEGIDD(),
2.8 MORVADA, GAZA-BEERSHEBA. SHARON.
- EL: MUGAR. DAMASCUS.
The treupship on which the I,{::l-:;::‘ﬁ.:l-l Horse Regimenl rveburnsd L NEBI EAIH']E\.-’IL PALEST]’NE

Faee day with the I1th Tdght Horse Hegiment at Mansurn, Nile Delip,

]
‘
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On 18th July the Regiment entrained at Moascar for
the j::.urney toy K.ant,ala‘ where we embarked on the Trans-
port 8.8, “Morvada.”

HOMEWARD BOUND,

In the early morning of 20th July the “Morvada”™
glippedd her moorings at Kantara and steamed slowly
through the Suez Canal, bound for Australia. Military re-
strictions were almost entirely removed on the voyvage home
and the long days were spent In the enjoyment of the
tournaments and games that are so inseparable from ship-
board life. Shore leave was granted to evervone at Colombo
and Fremantle., The South Auvstralians of “C" Squadron of
the Regiment disembarked at Adelaide, and all ranks were
keenly affected by the parting, Friendships between men of
the two Statez had been forged “over there” under con-
ditions that caused them to endure to the present day.

The Queenslanders finally disembarked at Sydney and
entrained for Queensland the same day, arviving at Brisbane
at 7 pam, on Baturday evening, 30th August, 1919, the
period of serviee abroad being 4} vears,

The last official announcement concerning the 11th
Light Horse Regiment appeared in the Brisbane “Courier”
of 1st SBeptember, 1919, and is quoted hereunder:—

“WELCOME HOME.
“MORVADA' TROOFS,
“Fourteen officers and 319 other ranks, who travelled by the

‘Morvada® from Egypt to Sydney, arrived at Central Station at

T o'clock on Saturday night and were welcomed at the Kangaroo

Point Milltary Hospital by the State Commandant, Brigadier-

General Irving, the Home Secretary (Mr, J. Huxham), and the

Mayor of Brishane {(Alderman Buchanan), The party were in

the charge of Colonel P J. Bailey, DE.0O., commanding oflcer

of the 11th Light Horge Regiment, The traln wae met at Ipswich
by Major Juckson, and the returned men were given a hearty
welenme In the sfreets of Brishane as they were conveyed to

Kangaroo Point by the Returned Soldiers' Tranzport Corps.”

Light Horsemen are essentially bushmen, They came
to enlist from Northern cattle camps and mining camps
and the lonely stations ol the west. No doubt some of them
would “cling to the hem of the city's gown,” but in a few
days the great majority would be drifting back to the bush
where they belonged, so a few days after our return we
held a grand farewell banguet in Brisbane, at which the
Queensland members of the Regiment were present. And
now, wherever they are, whether in ecity, town or bush, it
ig believed they will forever have proud and happy memories
of the days they spent together in the 11th Light Horse
Regiment, a unit second to none In the war of 1914-1918,
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REGIMENTAL REUNION,

The seeds of a reunlon were well sown that day in
February, 1819, in the camp at Tripoli, with the resuli that
one night in every year since has been set aside for a
reunion of “old cobbers” of the 11th Regiment, in Adelaide,
Brishane, Ingham, Townsville, Charters Towers and Calrns.

The attendance at the Brisbane reunion iz governed
largely by the restless movements of the averaze ex-Light
Horseman., For example, one night seventy members of
the old unit were present at roll call; another night there
were only three, but great or small as the attendance may
be, the reunion is a definite feature of the old Regiment,
and will endure as long as the members exist,

11th LIGHT HORSE MEMORIAL.

In August, 1935, at the instigation of the 11th Light
Horse Association, a memorial tablet, in honour of the
fallen, was erected in the erypt beneath the Quesnsland War
Memorial in Anzac Square, Brisbane. The stone wag un-
veiled by the late Brigadier-General Willam Grant, C.M.G.,
[3,5.0., V.D., and dedicated by the late Reverend [‘amm
" i Gar].md 'U I, O.B.E, A troop of the 11th Light Hm‘si@"
Militia unit from the Darling Downs, under the LU!\‘I]I!dI‘l{]}'
of Major E. Costello, D.8.0., provided a guard of honour fo
the occasion.

THE WAR TO-DAY.

On the outbreak of the present war a number of the
“old hands" joined up again and are on aetive service over-
seas, whilst many more are serving in units within the
Commonwealth. In a few cases the sons of members of the
Regiment have gone abroad to follow the tracks their
fathere blazed in Egypt, Palestine and Syria, and we know
the traditions of the past and the hopes of the future are
in safe-keeping.
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APPENDIX “A"

“Fall in the Sick”

Medical work in the 11th Light Horse Regiment, A LF,
By

Major Geoffrey H. Vernon, M.C.
(M.B., Ch.M., FR.G.8.1L.A.)

The following article has been eapecially written for this boolk by
Major G, H. Vernon, M.C, Auvstraillan Army Medical Corps—one timo
Medical OMeer of the 11th Light Horse Regiment and now Medical
Ofcer, Misima Istand, Mandated Territories of New CGuinea,

) —HE.W.H.
“SICK PARADE"™

The maimed, the halt, the blind, fall in; the daft and the
merely stupid; the man with a grievance, the man without,
who iz himself a grievance to the rest of the regiment; the
hangovers and most of the leave draft that spent yvesterday
avening in Cairo.

An epilogue of life in its various forms, yet each of the
patient Diggers who waits for a Number Nine or dope or a
clean bandage is a link in a very staunch unit which might
truly be described as “Brothers in Arms.”

It was Murray Hammond whe instructed me to write
up the 11th Light Horse medically, Murray Hammond who
used to disappear into the blue on glowing Sinai mornings,
with a smile and a pipe and his eobbers, McElligott, Hogarth
and Groundwater, At the edge of the camp he would send
a signal back to me which meant, “Come out for a ride if
you can wangle it,” and ere long I'd be loping across the
desert with these four “Musketeers” of the 11th Light Horse
Regiment Signal Troop. When they had flashed their ack
acks and “all clears” half-way across Sinai by heliograph,
we would boil our pint-pots under the shade of a thorn bush
and discuss extravagantly the things we hoped to do after
the war, but that was twenty-five vears ago,

When I asked Murray, “In this article you've asked for,
what am | to say?" he answered, “Say what you like.”

8o I'm saying what I like,

We had enough of the serious side of regimental doc-
toring, the sores, the aches, and the wounds, not to want
to drag It all up again twenty-five years later, so if is a
humorous side to the work of the A AM.C., which for-
tunately found expression now and again, that will be
stressed.
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Une of the jokes that the combatant side of the army
plays on the No. 9 brigade, was the place assigned to it at
those serious moments when “Jacko" appeared over the
?k}rline. Then it was the front comes last and the last comes
TOnt.

It was all right sitting in the shade of a sandhill walit-
ing for casualties to trickle back. but when the “army,”
fighting up in the front line “retreated according to plan,”
they put us at the tail nearest the Turks. There wasn't a
scrap in those early days in Sinai in which the regiment
was engaged when the AM.C. mule didn't play a prominent
part in these withdrawals.

Officially, the AM.C, was at the rear of the column:
actually it was the mule, and many a tlme that faithful
animal kept Jacko back.

How many times he saved the Regiment will never be
known.

He was never popular with our lads till, later on, he bit
a "brass hat” at Bir el Gehenna. Fortunately, the mule
recovered, but it spoilt his chances of a D.8.0,

The mule was no respecter of persons, e iy

Generally we had a fairly adequate supply of stretch rs
and sand carts Lo evacuate the wounded, but often we Enl
not use them. Our lads evacuated themselves. When we
got an order to “Get to hell out of this, M.0..” we ran for the
gand carts, but the hoys always beat us. They'd be on their
nags and over the skyline while we were picking up their
dressings. It was no use hobbling horses; it was the patients
that needed it.

But sometimes the A.M.C. got its own back,

It was a pleasure to sit on the spare water bottle and
watch “Bluey” trying to pinch it for afterncon tea, or to
Iet the only boitle of brandy in the Regiment peep coyly out
of its pouch as the Second-in-Command rode by, We were
no more permitted to drink any than he, but he didn't know
that. We had it and he hadn’t, and that gave point,

Greatest hour of triumph waz at a water festival on
the Canal, when the particular young trooper who thought
he could chyak the AM.C. shouted out, “Oh, give him a
number nine."

In a split second he was in the Canal, feathers and all,
a convenient hole in the wharf letting him through at the
paychological moment, Then we fished him out and bronght
him back te life with artificial respiration, and he chyaked
U8 no more,
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Onee one of our lads refused to be inoculated; every-
body spoke te him about it from the Sergeant Cook to the
Brigadier. It was no good, he just wounldn't; so they court-
martialled him and eventually he wriggled out through a
gap In King's Regs, He got g0 well “oiled™ by sympathisers
at the canteen that he got the impression he wag a credit
to the Hegiment.

When I got back from leave two days after the verdiet
waz announced, | was told about it.

Next morning the hero turned up on sick parade wear-
ing a sheepish grin and & “come hither” look on his face.
He got what we wanted without being asked thiz lime,
“Sharp's the word" describes it. A needle descended sud-
denly on his stern and peace descended on Sinal,

Do you remember those sores that were first Oriental,
then Ornamental, and finally Regimental? As Orientals and
Ornamentals we reckoned they were our job, bul when they
became Regimental we handed them over to the orderly
room and the adjutant dealt with them. He froze them up
noon temperature in the desert 120 degrees Fahrenheit—
and then they became Sentimental,

After they went we got a lot of fleabite cases round
Gaza. Somebody used to be sent down a corn pit on each
Bedouin estate and come up black with fleas. The reat of
the Regiment retreated and sent for the AM.C. They
showed great confidence in us on such oceasions, but so did
thie fleas as we scraped them off the victim and gave them
sanctuary ourselves,;

For the Nekhl stunt we had a very complete transport
train—ecamels, ecacolets, Gyppo drivers, lice and garlic.
The Regiment halted at nightfall near Themada, and at
2 am. Major Single (later Lieutenant-Colonel) of the 12th
Light Horge, with loaded dope bags and the flower of the
AM.C, in attendance, rode away to assist in the assault on
the desert capital,

Our fellows did a smart job there., They encircled and
galloped the town in guick time and the garvison capitu-
lated, Not one gallant hero got as much as a sceratch, except
from some Bedouin lasses left bhehind, and to borrow a
colourful expresgion fromm our transport sergeant, “the
whole b—y outfit” trekkeéd back to the Canal unused. It
was Just ag well; the trip back across Central Binai’s wadis
and ranges wouldn't have been a joyride even for our hardy
Diggers,

And OUR crowd was tough !

]
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1ith Light Horse Patrol eroseing m Sand Dune in Sinai,

Typical Casis, Desert of Sinal
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Wasn't It one of the 11th Orderly Room Sergeants who
was hitten in the leg by a Turkizsh prisoner and the poor
chap died? The Turk, I mean.

I think I saw the survivor of this accident years later
at one of the Regimental Reunions, when gomething else
was biting him. I can’'t remember his name, but I'll wager
he's on the list of heroes in some Western Queensiand
hamlet.

And that officer of ours who cracked a Gyppo over the
jaw and smashed one of his knuckles, Well, he was tough,
too. He wangled three weeks' board out of Shepheards on
the ground that he was a wounded British officer, all in a
gpirit of devilment, of course.

AM.C. details were the necessary nulzances of the
11th. Some of them we'll never forget. Poor old Kearney,
who passed out at Beersheba; our Padre, who collected
four Jacko prisoners in a cave the morning after the charge
(we always counted him in the AM.C.), and who met his
death a few days later trying to bring in a lad who was
wounded, And Jack Leswell, who found a lonely grave in
the heart of Sinal,

And what of those splendid fellows, who fell in the dis-

mounted charge across the barley fields near Gaza on 19th
April and were burled there beneath a canopy of wild
flowers, Nor ghall we forget Lieutenant Brierty and Ser-
geant Thistlethwaite and their handful of mates, who,
by sheer daring smashed the Turkish line at Sharia in a
mounted charge that beggars deseription—most of them
shadows now, but enshrined for ever in the glorious
traditions of the Regiment.,

And Thorpey, M.M.? His finest exploit in Sinai will
bear retelling,.

We were camped for a day on our return from one of
those Cook’s tours after Jacko in the early days, and there
was a Hod about three miles away where we knew the dates
were ripe. So we set out with a bag about 2 p.m. Thorpeyv's
boots began to hurt him; he buried them two feet under
the sand of the vast empty desert, marked the spot, and
went on barefoot,

Coming home, we found part of the Gyppo army had
camped on the site since we'd been there, and the buried
boots were now lying under the Bimbashi's tent. The
Bimbashi wasn't at home, fortunately, so we took our bear-
ings, pulled aside his carpet, and dug. Prezsently a Gyppo
orderly in a nightshirt came in and nearly collapsed when

I+
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he saw what we were doing to the boss's tent. We told him
to hang on a bit and he'd see something. He did, Thorpey's
boots, and he went away kicking himself. Gyppos hate
missing anything, don't they ?
a But this discursive tale of mine of regimental doctor-
ing brings us only to the edge of the Jordan Valley, when
I got Dutch promotion and passed on to another job.
Captain Murray must carry the record on. He was
with the Regiment in ita goriest days and he gored along
with them very well. I hope Captain Murray will take up
the more serious side of regimental medical organisation.
He was with the Regiment during Its most serious days, so
he is best qualified to write of them,

“SICK PARADEY "DISMISE."”

[ Unfortunately, owing to pressure of work. Captain Murray was

t&{ aHt'Eilahha: to supply the article referred to by Major Vernon—
W H. |
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AFPEMDIX "B"

“The Flight that Failed”
By
JOSEFPH Mc¢ELLIGOTT,
(Lieutenant, Australian Flying Corps.)

Lientenant McEiligett was an original member of the 11th Light
Horge Regiment. He served as a sergeant in Gallipoli, Egypt,' Svria
and Palestine prior to his promotion and transfer to the Anstrallian
Flylng Corps. In May, 1915 o ‘plane in which he acted as observer
wag shol down and he was caplured by the Turks. He tells herein
the story of his adventure —E.W.H.

It was early on a cloudy, dull merning, 1st May, 1918,
when a reconnalssance flight of two “Bristol Fighters” set
out from Ludd Aerodrome, Palestine, on the final “recco’
prior to General Allenby's assault on the Turkish left flank
east Of the Jordan, an attack due to develop that day.

Lieutenants Haig and Challoner were pilot and observer,

respectively of the fighter plane, with Captain Rutherford®s

and myself as pilot and observer of the escort plane, .

It was an important job, and the final act was to have
been the dropping of despatches to “Lawrence of Arabia,”

who was with the Emir Feisal and his Arab frregulars ad-,

vancing from Maan in the gouth, The “receo™ was a dud,
amd the social call on Lawrence did not eventuate, for the
four of us were captured,

We had just erossed the Jordan River, flying due east,
when we saw a lone Rumpler (German 2-seater recon-
naizgance 'plane) below us and erossing our line of fight.
The temptation was too great for the pilots, and both 'planes
dived to attack, Spotting us, the Rumpler turned and fled,
and we had a merry few minutes shooting pieces off his
wings as we forced him down, until Rutherford's plane got
a burst of bullets through the tank from an enemy machine
gun on the ground, and In a few seconds benzine Aooded
the cockpit. Rutherford set the bus down to a flat landing
on a rough pateh of ground, and after stripping the Lewis
gun and three drums of “ammo” from the 'plane, we set
her on fire and hurried from the scens,

We had crashed somewhere between Es Salt and
Amman, and though familinr with the terrain from aloft,
we felt lost when we set foot on it. Enowing the Light
Horse intended to attack that territory during the day, we
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began walking due west, hoping to meet them before the
Turks dizcovered us. We had not gone far when a Turkish
corporal appeared, rifle in hand, about 80 yvards away. I
pointed the Lewis at him and shouted “stanna” (stop in
Arabic) in my most peremptory tone, but he turned and fled.
A short burst over his head appeared to hurry rather than
retard him, so I threw a burst round his boots, but this only
made him zig-zag in great crazy strides, and before 1 could
wing him he disappeared into a wadi, We laughed at the
figure he cut, as he ran, but it was his turn to laugh later on.

When we limped out of the fight, Haig fastened on to
the Rumpler's tail and drove him down to a crash landing.
He then returned and, spotting us, circled low over our
bheads, Rutherford and I waved a greeting amd pranced
around to indicate we were uninjured. Haig beckoned us
to & sloping hill nearby and landed. We hurried to the 'plane,
and | can still gee his impatient face as he leaned out of
the cockpit and yelled: “Throw that —— gun away and
hurry.” As we arvived, he shouted “Hop on,” and I said
“Where?™

“0On the —— wings,” replied Fred, so we clambered on,
one boot through the port and hoth hands clutching the
interplane struts, and Fred set off down that rocky, bumpy
hillside. With Its double load the Bristol required a long
take-off, and just ag the wheels were 1ifting from the ground
she veered away, hit a heap of rocks and turned over, None
of us was injured, and setting fire to the ‘plane, we get put
towards the Jordan, 20 miles away. We hadn't gone far
when we came upon an Arab shepherd tending his flock.
He was an old man and very polite, and to all the questions
we fired at him, from our phrase cards, he answered with a
charming smile and a gentle “Aywah" (ves),

“Jerusgalem, where?™ and avwah and a smile was the
reply. “Turks?" brought a different answer, for the polite
old greybeard smiled and said “Turks mafeesh” (Finish,
meaning gone from here),

Shortly afterwards a party of seventeen armed Circas-
sians and Arabs aroge from concealment and charged upon
us with rifles at the ready. As they came up we held our
hands aloft and they relieved us of our automatics and
took from me the "Very" pistol which [ had dropped into
my overcoat pocket after burning our “plane.

They did not attempt to rob us of our few possessions,
but aquatted on the ground, smoked innumerable cigarettes
and held a pow-wow. Finally, the party moved off, with us
in their midst, in the direction of Ez Salt. Half an hour
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later we were hailed by a grey-clad figure from a distant
ridge, Lbut our party paid him no attention.

His next gesture was a rifle shot which cracked
ominously overhead, and this brought forth a long distance
harangue and the party halted. A premonition of evil
assailed me, and I told my mates I thought it was the flying
corporal. It was, and the lean, spare figure hurrled towards
us, talking to our captors in a loud, excited voice. No doubt
he was telling them of the two airmen who had torned a
Lewis gun on him a short while before, He was in a white
heat of passion as he screamed and barked at the leaders
of our party, and frequently made the vicious gesture of
drawirg his finger across his throat, indicating that he de-
glred revenge and our finish., Some of our captors seeme
inclined to give way to the corporal, whilst others preferred
the £56 reward per head which the Turks paid for captured
airmen, and so the argument raged back and forth.

Our carcasses or £20 was the odds, and to dispel any
illusions they might hold of booty from our remaing, we
emptied our pockets and passed over to the Arabs the few
shillings they disclosed. Someone suggested we hand over;
our flying coats, and soon we stood in dirty oil-stalned unI-?‘!
forms and were worth, on the hoof, not more than 10/
apiece. !

After what seemed a long time the “"Noes™ had it, and
we set off again, but this was the final straw which broke
the corporal’s self-resiraint entirely. With a fierce ery he
whipped out his bayvonet, fixed It, and charged at Haig, who
slipped behind one of the Arabs. The rest of us did likewise,
and presently the Turk slipped a cartridge into his rifie,
and our escort, now thoroughly alarmed, overpowered and
disarmed him. Onece more we moved on, with the corporal
trudging sulkily along in the rear,

At Es Salt we were handed over to a religionist of some
order, judging Ly his dress and benignity, and leading us
into his dwelling, he gave us cigarettes and a ceremonious
though friendly pat on the back,

As we smoked and talked seores of curious eyes, young
and old, gazed at us through chinks in the slab building,
and sudden® the door burst open and two men led a shy,
unwilling malden, with the tint of ripe peaches In her
cheeks, into the room and gtood expectantly by, She lookad
bashfully at us, hong her head, wriggled her toes, locked
and unlocked her finzers, and finally in a small, sweet voice
sgaid: “Who are you please?™ She was perhaps 156 years old
and very pretty in a sun-ripened manner—at all events
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far too handsome to be an interpreter, and we told her so.
Eventually she fled from the room, blushing and smiling,
and would not return though we heard many voices
haranguing her withaut,

Our host now brought us omelettes and cocoa, and
soon after a German machine gun sergeant arrived, took
charge, gave our host a clean receipt, and set out with us
for Amman,

Back the way we had come we trudged wearily along,
accompanied part way by the whole town, including our
friend the corporal, with his rifle restored, A few miles ot
the sightseers dwindled away, and the corporal began to iell
the sergeant of our misdemeanours.

I discovered that the sergeant spoke French, and then
haltingiy and with some difficulty I told him the whole story,
assuring him that I tried to capture the corporal and made
no serious attempt to kill him, The sergeant spoke a few
sharp words In Turkish to the corporal, and thereafter he
became just one of the party.

AL last we reached Amman and were formally handed
over to two young Turkish staff officers in a room hung
with maps, G.8.0.1 and G.5.0.2 of a Turkish Division, They
were pleasant affable young men In Turkish, French, Ger-
man, Austrian, and doubtless several other languages, but
they knew very little English, Fach time a telephone rang
or a despatch rider arrived, they Iooked at the maps and
told us the news of the battle which was raging in the Jor-
dan Valley between the Light Horse and the Turks., At one
stage G.8.0.2 told me the Turks had surrounded 30,000 of
our Cavalry and they would be killed or captured,

I wasn’t aware of it at the time, but I learned later,
that at that very moment my erstwhile cobbers of the 11th
Regiment were fighting in the Jordan Valley with “their
backs to the wall,” and outnumbered fivefold by the enemy,
How, by sheer courage and doggedness, they turned defeat
into victory belongs.to another place in this hook,

We had been told that we would leave Amman at 7 .,
that night, but our departure was postponed to 10 o'clock
the following day and we were then herded into the waiting
room at the railway station.

This was disquieting news, for we knew that Amman
railway station was to be bombed early next morning hy a
flight from No. 1 AF.C., our own squadron, and we felt a
strong disinclination to be in the station when the bombers
arrived. We spent most of the night kicking at the doors
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and complaining about our quarters in the hope that the
Turks would move us to another building in the town, but
they remained adamant,

We spent a very anxious hour or two after daybreak,
listening for the approach of our "planes, but fortunately the
raid did not eventuate that day.

At 10 a.m. we entrained for the first lap of our long
ride to Constantinople, and some hours later we were enter-
tained at tea by the German Flying Corps in Jenin, and they
told us the observer of the 'plane we had shot down was in
a hospital nearby with a bad wound in one of his legs. Early
next morning we passed by Nazareth and Galileg, and at
1 a.m. several days later arrived in Damascus. We had very
little to eat on the way, and were ravenously hungry when
an old Turkish major in a nightEown opened the great doors
of the Baranki Barracks, and through a sleepy interpreter
named “George” we asked for g meal,

The major looked us up and down, spoke into the trans-
mitter, said “wait until to-morrow,” and went back to bed,
and so we retived hungry, travel stained and tired. In the .
weary months of captivity that followed, we were to becomety
very familiar with the exasperating Turkish phrase “wait,
until to-morrow," i

How Lieutenant McEligott and his companions attemptled 1o
escape from the Barunki Barracks in Damascus, and failed, how they
became “guests” of the Ottoman Empire In Afion Kary Hissar, Broosss,
Yorgad, and Kostamonn prison comps of Anatolla and Turkey, and how
they mot and talked and plotied with such famous men as White, HIill,
Joneg, Yeatos-Brown and Botl 1s another story.

In his book “Eastern Nights and Flighta," Captaln Alan Bott refers
to MBI gott ns a “very plucky and resomveefol fellow.” g tribute that
is endorsed hy all who knew McElligott in the 11th Light Horse
Regiment. —E.W.H.
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APFENDIX "C*"

“Behind the Turkish Lines®
By
JOHN MERSON
(Troop-Sergeant, 11th Light Horse Regiment, A.LF.)

An intimale story dealing with hiz ecaptufe by the Turks in the
Jordan Valley om 13t May, 1915, By a strange coincidence, Mr. Merson
was confined to his bed, suffering from the efects of the old wounds
teceived in the Jordan Valley engagement, the day my letter arrlved
asking him fo =et down his experiences for imclnsglon in this Imnlﬁ; i

—E. W H.

I had often speculated, as soldiers do. upon the con-
ditions that existed behind the enem ¥ lines, and on 1st May,
1918, my theorising came to an end, and I gathered first
hand impressions of the Turk by becoming, in military
parlance, a P.O.W, (prisoner of war),

On the night of 30th April, I was jn charge of a party
guarding the horsea of the Regiment, in a wadi behing the
firing line, and shortly before daybreak I was sent with a
troop on outpost duty beyond the Damieh-Es Salt road. As
the light increased we saw that the eNemy was preparing
for an attack. At 7 o'clock alternate lines of Turkish and
German infantry advanced in waves. We held our fire until
the first wave ecame within effective range, and. then
smashed great gaps in their ranks with our first volley, For
a moment they wavered, but the successive lines preszed on
in short rushes, and by sheer weight of numbers our posi-
tion was endangered. At this moment Signal Corporal
Bligh appeared with a message from our Commanding
Officer, Colonel Bailey, ordering us to withdraw. In order
to reach our horsez in a wadi to the rear, we had to run
across 4 Hat, exposed to heavy rifle and machine-gun firve,
Half way across 1 fell, shot through both legs, and noticed
that some of my mates had gone down nearhy.

A few minutes later the Turks swarmed around ug, and
began stripping uniforms, leggings and boots from the dead
and wounded. As they approached me “Big" Brennan of my
troop, though unarmed, stood over me with clenched fists,
and emphasising his attitude with a burst of Digger “lan-
guage.” capable of scorching everything within range,
threatened to knock the block off any "so and so" Turk
who dared to strip me. The Turks may not have under-
stood Brennan's language, but there was no mistaking his

.
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attitude, and so a party of them stood off a distance of 10
feet with fixed bayonets and rifles at the ready.

I was filled with pride and admiration at Brennan's
blind, unreasoning devotlon and courage, but fearved the
Turks would shoot him dewn. I begged him to desizst, but he
was in no mood to listen to my entreaties to surrender,
until I reminded him that his action would surely bring
disaster to his captured mates. For o monient he hesitated,
then his clenched hands and great frame relaxed, and re-
signing himeself to the inevitable, but with great self-control,
he turned his back on the enemy and kneeling beside me
began to dress my wounds. | didn’t think of it at the time,
but afterwards in retrospect I realised that the scene, enact-
ed as it was without rehearsal, may well have inspired an
artist to create a glorious tableau in paint or stone, Pieture
the scene as it was: a soldier prone upon the ground,
wounded and helpless, and standing over him with feet well
braced. his “cobber,” hatless, lean, bronzed and erect: head
held high; jutting chin, clenched fists doubled to meet all
perils, and around these two a cirele of swarthy captors,
naked bayonets glistening in the sun, and over all a pall of
batile-smoke. i,

When Brennan surrendered, the Turks elosed in drid
placed me on a stretcher, but when two orderlies lifted me
the canyas, which was rotten, ripped down the centre, and
I fell through to the ground, Another was brought and I
was carried from the scene of the fight. We hadn’t gone far
before the party was stopped by a group of mounted Ger-
man and Turkish officers, and one, of distinguished bearing,
mounted on a beautiful black horse, and resplendent in a
well-fitting green uniform, with polished jack boots, glit-
tering spurs and yellow gauntlets, spoke to me in Englizh,
He asked me questions of military importance, to which I
either did not reply at all or briefly zaid *'1 do not know."
At first he was angry, but quickly gained control of himself
and smilingly asked: “Did vou volunteer to fght?™ 1 told
him I did, and at this he turned to another officer and spoke
rapidly in German.

Seeing that my wounds were bleeding freely (the blood
was {rickling out of my boots) he turned to me again and
Said: "I see you have been grievously wounded, but it s the
fortune of war; vou will be taken care of.” and waving his
gloved hand, he said: “Adien,” and rode away.

Later 1 heard that my interrogator was the German
Commander-in-Chief, Mield Marshal Liman von Sanders,
who, only three months before, had taken over EUpreme
command of the Turkizh forees in Palestine.

M
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Near the bridge-head I was placed in a Turkish cart
drawn by oxen, and with wounded Turks, Germans and
Australians, suffered the agonies of a slow, rough ride to
the village of El Fule, where my wounds were dressed and I
in common with wounded Turks drank luke warm soup
from a dirty pan. Apparently spoons were unknown, and it
gepmed | had much to learn from the custom of dining from
a community bowl, for 1 noticed that the Turks plunged
thelir hands into the vessel in search of morsels of meat and
fat, before it was passed on to the next in line. The
apectacle sickenad me,

After a short rest we were again loaded into the cart
and it swayved and bumped and creaked up the steep road
to Nablus, where we arvived at midnight. More than two
vears before I, with others, had been responsible for the
capture of a number of Turks in Sinai, ani as the old cart
moved slowly up the hills 1 had time to refiect upon the
gtrange whims of a fate that had so completely reversed the
process, turned the tables, as it were, by delivering me into
the hands of the Turks. | suppose it was a kind of poeetic
justice, We passed through narrow streets, and finally the
cart groaned to a lazy halt in a courtyard adjoining the
hospital, where Turkish orderlies, lifting us out, placed us
gide by side on the ground, Most of us were elad only in
singlet and underpants, our uniforms having been taken by
Turks before we left the valley, and we were beginning to
feel the cold in the high, rare atmosphere of Nablus, We
expected to be taken indoors al once, and were surprised
therefore when the orderlies handed each of us over, in
turn, to two huge Turkish women to be washed.

The ceremony will be remembered for its lack of
decorum,  The women were stout, coarse, and flat-footed,
and wore a sleeveless sack-like garment reaching to their
knees, revenling hare hairy legs and enormous dirty feet. 1
was placed beside a big gtone trough that smelt of camels
and goats, my garments were deawn off, and one of the
women poured a bucket of cold water over me, the other
serubbed me with a bar of old, hard soap, and this process
was followed by another bucket of cold water. Without
being dried | was then dressed in a long garment resembling
a motorist’s coat and earried to a bed in the hospital. But
what a den of horrors it was! The bed, the walls and the
floors were alive with buga; they marched around the place
in hungry battalions and our wounds were almost forgotten
in the light of the new tortures we snfferad.

The odd spoi of humour popped up, as it often did in
unexpected places, when the Digger in the hed next to m ina
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confided that he had always looked forward to meeting
Turkish women, whom he imagined were small and dark
and romantic and shy, with great brown eyes peering
through veils of white silk. He said he had read somewhere
that they dressed in strange garments rich with exotic per-
fumes that proclaimed the glamour and mystery anl
romance of the Bast, “And then,” sald he in a loud vaice,
“I'm captured, and what happens? I'm stifl enough to be
pumice-stoned in the nude by a eouple of Turkish char-
women. If that's what they eall o ‘Turkish bath' I'll stick
to the old shower,” and the laughter that rang through the
ward proved that none of us had yet lost his sense of
humour.

The doctors and nurses at Nablus were lazy, careless
and unfriendly, so 1 was glad when they moved me to a
military hospital in Damascus, where | wag placed In the
pare of Armenian doctors and nurses who spoke English
and treated ns with the greatest consideration.

One day the Spanish Conszul, emissary of a neutral
power, visited us and distributed gifts of cigareties, sweels
and clothing on behalf of the British Red Cross Society,
and in a gpeech both florid and long he said he had beelll
asked to testify that the prisoners received them; true tp
his trust, he end his retinue remained with ug until the I:L£
packet had been distributed,

After four weeks in Damascus | was moved to Aleppo;
where the treatment was good but the food bad. Breakfast
congisted of a small bow! of red wheat, boiled in olive oil,
and at noon we were served with stew made of boiled heads
and the viscera of zoats and gheep, | don't know what be-
came of the fleghy parts of the animals, The stew was=n't
very palatable, but we ate it, and the Diggers rose to the
occasion by conducting daily sweepstakes in which the prize
was a4 cigarette or a few matches, and the winner was he
who found the most eyes or tecth in his pint-pot of stew.
At tea time, without variation, we recelved a piece of bread
made from red wheat, and there was no gamble in that.

I was surprised to learn Lkt wholesale lloggings were
carried out in the Turkish army, although the punishment
was conducted in @ more or less informal manner. The eul-
prit’s head was tucked under the arm of a sergeant, who
then grasped the “victim™ by the skin of his walst, com-
pelling him to “bend down.” An officer then thrashed him
on the buttocks with a stout stick the length and thickness

of o broom handle, the limit of punishment being twelve
strokes.
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I have no doubt that every BHritish prizoner of war
dreamed of the day when he would attempt an escape. My
wari in the hospital at Aleppo was a hotbed of planning and
intrigue, a veritable “escape club,” but one morning, in
the very midst of our elaborate schemes and speculations,
General Allenby's victorions 8th Army arrived and we were
“FREE,"”

I was gent to Tripoli, Beirut, Alexandria, and eventually
regched Cairo, “happy hunting ground” of the Australian
Digger. A few days in hospital there, under expert medical
care, put me on the road to recovery and now, twenty-four
years later, time, the great balm of all mankind has mel-
lowed, if not entirely effaced, the grim and appalling
memories of the days I spent as a prisoner of war “behind
the Turkish lines,”
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APPENDIX "D"

Scale of Turkish Rewards from a
Captured Document

Turkish documents captured by the Australians in Sep-
tember, 1918, disclosed the following secale of rewards
offered by the enemy. The order was Issued under the seal
of the 158th Turkish Regiment and was dated 15/12/17.

For every Arab or Indlan prisoner .. 40 Piastres (8/-)
British Private e o i +. £1 (Turkish coin)
Colonial or Indian Qfficer , . = e B . |
British Officer s it e - 1 w o
Documents containing strength or

movement orders e g we EA . a )
Official orders of units - .. 20 Piastres (4/-)
Letter or map A ry - .. b Plastres (1/-)
Rewards for bringing down a British aeroplane were:— gy
To an airman . . . .. .. £40 (Turkish) ..

To a Company of Infantry . .. £30 (Turkizh}
To an anti-airerafl gun crew (including
15 Turkish pounds to the gunner) £30 {Turkish)
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APPENDIX '

L El’l

Roll of Honour

Officers, Non-Commissicned Officers and men of the 11th
Australian Light Horse Regiment, Australian Imperial Forces,
who made the supreme sacrifice during the war of 1914-1918,

“50 they gave up their bodies to the Comemorwealth, and received, each
far his own memory, praise that will nexer die, and with it the greatest
af all gepulchre=—not that in which their mortal bones are laid, but a
home in the minds of men, where thair glory remains fresh to stic to
speech and action as the occasion comes by, For the whole earth [ the
sepulchra of famous men; and their stary is nat graven anly on stone over
their native earth, but lives an far away, without visible syrmbol. woven
into the substance of ather men's lives,"—Pericles,

Tpr. W. H. BAIN
Tpr. B. G. BARRETT
L./Cpl. J. W. BAXTER
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Tpr
Tpr

. R. BLACK
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J. BOYDLE
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HISTORY OF [lth LIGHT HOHRSE REGIMENT 167

Ter. W. J. BURTON
Tpr. B. CAMPBELL
Tpr. D, CARRINGTON
Tpr, E, L, CLEMENTS
Tor: G. COLEMAN
Tpr. W. J. COLEMAM
Tpr, F.oA. CONMOLLY
Tpr. 5 M. CONNOR
Tpr. F. COOPER

Tpr. P. T. DAVYIS

Tpe, O, J, G. DODDS
Tpr. A, DONALDSOM
Tpr. W, DOMALDSOM
Eriver M. M, DOMMNELLY.
Sgb. H. DOWIE

Tpr. A, M. DOWNIE
Tpr, T. DUNN

Tpe. W. EMMERT

-

Lieur, F. G. FARLOW, M.C.

Tpr. H. H. FARLOW
Tpr, CT. J. A, FLYMHN
Tpr. W, B. FORSTER
Tpr, E.'C. FRASER

Sg1. E. FROST

Capt. H. J, GEE, M.C.~
Tpr. T. GERRARD

Tpr, H. GIBBOM

Tpr. A, GILLIGAN
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H HILDER
Tpr. A HOGARTH
Tpr. A, E. HOPE
L./Cpl. W. E. L. HUGHES
Tpr. J. 1. HULL
Tpr, P. 5. JACKSON
Tpr. J, JOHNSTOM
Tpr. 5 MeG., JOHMNSTON
Tpr. J. J, KEMNY
Lieut. L. P. KREIG
L./Cpl. A, J, LAKE
Sgt. F. P. LAXTON
Sgt. L. K. LEE
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Tpr. J. LEMON

Tpr. J. LESWELL
Capt, A, LEVINGSTON
Tpr. W. 1. LEWIS

Cpl. R, LINDSAY

Tpr. W. J. LINEDALE
Tpr. H; LITTLE

Tper. E C. LOUGHRAN
Tpr. J. MALLETT
L/Cpl. C A, MALSOLF
Tpr. E. W. MILLARD
Tpr, ). McCARTHY
Tpr. M, H. McCARTHY
Sgt. R, A, McCONALD
Tor, E. McKAY

Ter. L F. Moy
Tpr, B. 5. McKENZIE
Tpr. E. N, MNAUGHTON
Tpre. P. M. O'DOWD
L/Cpl, T. 4, O'MNEILL
Ter. & L. PATERSON
Tpr. F. W. PATERSON

Tpr. €. POWELL o
Tpe. T, A, RANKIM 5
Tpr. G. E, RATHJEN k°

Cpl: 3, T. REYNOLDS
Sgt. F. J. A, RICHARDS
Ter. 5.0, ROBINSON
Tpr. 5 ROSS

Tpr. F. ¥. RUTHENBERG
Tpr. 1, M. RYANE

Tpre. A, J, SMITH

Tpr. J. SOLOMON

Tpr. H. B. R. STEVENS
Tpr. L. STINSON

Tpr. H. H, TAYLOR
Tpr. R TAYLOR

Tpr, W. F, TEMPLE
Tpr: J. R G TERRY
Cpl, J. A THOMSOM
Cpl. K. 5. W. THORN
Tor. J. WAKE

Tpr. J. WALTERS

Capt. W. F. WHITFIELD
Tpr, T, 5. WRIGHT
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APPENDIX “F"
Honours And Decorations

Decorations and honours awarded to members of the 11th
Light Horse Regiment, 4th Brigade A.LF.,
1914-1919,

Companion St. Michael and 5t. George (C.M.G. .
Brigadier-General W, Grant, D.5.0, and Bar, V.D.

Distinguished Service Order (D.5.0.).
Brigadier-General Grant, CM.G., V.D.
Colonel J. W. Parsons, V.D.

Colonel P. J. Bailey, V.D., Order of the Nile.
Majar E. Costello,
Major E, Loynes, V.D.

Distinguished Service Order and Bar.
Brigadier-General W. Grant, CM.G,, D.5.0., V.D.

Military Cross (M.C.).
Maijer G. H. Vernon,
Major C. P. Stumm,
Captain H. J. Gee,
Captain A. W. Manning.
Captain C. J. Clifford land Bar).
Captain H. L. Marsland.
Captain J. K. Johnstone.
Lieutenant A, R. Brierty.
Lieutenant F. G. Farlow,
Lieutenant P. McCowan.

M.C. and Bar.
Captain C. J. Cliffard, M.C.

Award of Distinction.

Brevet rank of Major in C.M.F. conferred upon Captain
P. J. Bailey in the tield 17/7/17.

Distinguished Conduct Medal (D.C.M.).
Sergeant W. H. Quinn,
Sergeant T. L. Carr.
Corporal R. H, L, Bligh,
L. Corporal C. W. 5. Cooper.
L. Corporal J. H, Hamilton,
Trooper H. Braham.
Trooper J. P. McGrath.

Stable bulldings and camp of the 11th Light Horse Regiment at
RSerppeunty Rallhead, Sinal

fe

Viaduet on the Turkish Rallway at Auja destroyved by the Light Horse,
Mz
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Military Medal. (M.M.].
Sergeant (now Lieutenant) W. A. Smith.
Sergeant F. Aubrey,
Sergeant R. King.
Sergeant E. Thorpe.
Sergeant A. Wilson
Corporal F. H. Baker.
Corporal €. B. Cory.
Corporal H, M. Harris
Corporal J. McMurdy.,
Corporal A 5, Pointon
Trooper C. D. Bondfield.
Trooper J. J. Coyne.
Trooper W. H. Crawford.
Trogper F. C. L. Kempster.
Trooper W. R, Wilson,

Meritorious Service Medal (M.5.M.).
Sergeant L, U. C. Kempster.

FOREIGN DECORATIONS

! W,
Order of the MNile (Egyptian). v
Colonel P. J. Bailey, D.5.0., V.D. fe

Croix de Guerre (Frenchl.
Captain L. A. Gordon

Mentioned in Despatches (M.L.D.}.
Brigadier-General W. Grant, C.MG, D50, and Bar,
v.D

Colonel J. W. Parsons, D.5.O,

Calonel P. J. Bailey, D.5.0., V.D., Order of the Nile,
Major J. Loynes, D.S.O., V.D.

Major E. Costello, D.5.0.

Major C. P. Stumm, M.C. (twice mentioned).
Major G. H. Vernon, M.C

Major L. 5. Alexander {twice mentioned)
Major €. A. R. Munro.

Major W. F. J. Koch.

Captain H. L, Marsland, M.C.

Captain H. J. Gee, M.C. Itwice mentioned) .
Captain L. A. Gordon (Croix de Guerre)
Lieutenant F. G. Farlow, M.C,

Lieutenant J. McElligott, AAF,

Lieutenant A. Y. Bartlam.
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Lieutenant K, Bartan,
Sergeant F. Aubrey.
S/5mith J, D, Hirchfield,
Sergeant G. W. Smith.
Corporal G, Greundwater,
Corporal F, W, Robinson.
Corporal L. Smoothy.
Corporal F. 5. J. Leahy.
L/Corporal 5. J. Kirwin.
Trooper H. Braham, D.C.M.
Trooper W. H. Crawford, M.M.,
Trooper D. J. D. Dodds.
Trooper J. A, Baker,

HONOURS AWARDED SINCE THE GREAT WAR.
Volunteer Officer Decoration (V.D.).

Brigadier-General W. Grant, CM.G., D.5.0. and Bar.
Colonel J. W. Parsons, D.5.0,

Colonel P, J, Bailey, D.S.0., Order of the Nile.

Majcr J. Loynes, D.5.0.

NOMINAL ROLL

of

Members of the 11th Light Horse
Regiment

AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE
¥,

te

WAR 1914-1919
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5

141G
232
1678
2332
1928
2004
ViS58
G0
2002
1797
1944
B9
Si4

2455
230

142
50246
50270

aze

BES

45
2306
538
1302
L]

241
64307

34866
1015

992

1oTe

473

474

1364
402

1281
FIAA
4711
1 E57
1£17
4308
1126

108
484
18850

List of Members of the Regiment

S5t
Ligut,
Pie,
Cply
Pre.
Pte
Cpl
Bevr.
Ger,
Plao.
Pie.
Pt
Cel.
e,
Pta.
Majar
Lt
Pre.
Pre,
Lioit,
Dwe.
Pte,
Pie
Tpr.
Pre.
Pte
Pta
Pe
Pla.
Pte.
Pic
Plo
Ple.
Ple.
Pre,
Pie,
Cpl.
Pre.
Pta.
Pte.
Pto.
Majar
Pl
Pta,
Pte,
Sat,
Pre.
Ple,
Fre.
Pre,
Li-Cal
Pre.
Pic
Pre
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ABELL. W,
ADAMS, A R,
ADAMS G E
ADaME, L
ADDISON, G R
ADE H T
AFFLECK, O. ©
AYKEM, R T,
AlMSWORTH, W. G,
AITKEM, M.
ALBIETZ, &,
ADERTOM, C,
ALEXAMDER, A E
ALEXAMDER, D
ALEXANDER, £
ALEXAMNDER, L. 5
ALLAM, ¥
ALLEM, ).
ALLEM, ) L
MLLEM, 4. V.
ALLEM, M. )
ALLEM, W,

ALLEY, ‘T

ANMDY, T.
AMDREWS, F. C.
ANGUS, J.

AMSTEY, H.
ARTHOMESS, K. G
APPLETON, A.
ARCHER, V. G
ARCHIBALD, T,
ARMITT, M. 1,
ARMSTRONG. A W,
ARMSTROMG, D, 5T. G.
ARMETROMG, G H
ARMSTROMNG, R. G
ARMOLD, G,
ARMOTT, D, W.
ARSCOTT, L. G
ARTHUR, Lo T.
ASHTOMN, B,
ASPIMALL, A, M,
ATEING T. C.
ATEINSOM, A G,
ATEIRNSON, G W,
ALUBREY, F

AYRE, G ¥.
BADEMOCH, A.
BAGULEY, W. L
BAILEY, ).

BAILEY, P J,
BaiN, W, H.
BAIMES, H. ).
BAINES, T. A

1234
2312
iQ
016
Ba7
105
1282
1263
5837
104
1264
485
3E04
1232
g13
2361
379
45
61309
916
1180
1100

1236

L8

2393

3470

SI7
e
4436
U-ERL
1084

103

| 2654
SAG01
T51
TH24
)B25
434
2333
64320
1314
2305
1508
| 418
12664

Pl
Pie.
cpl
Sgt

Pia

e,
Cpl
Pie.
Sat

Pre

Pre
Ple.
Phe
Pie.
Pre.
Pta

Pre.
Col.
Ple.
Pre.

LfCpl.

Liwat.
Pte.
Lisat,
Ple,
Lieiit.
Lok,
e
Limuk,
L it
Pre.
Lieut.
Pha.
Pre
Ple,
Pla.

Lol

Sgt.
Pte
Liemat,
Pre.
Pie
S5 M
Pra;
Pie:
LA
Pta.
Po.
P,
Pie,
Pra
Pto
Pre.

1267
1268
R E]
BATRD, C 1269
BAKER, A J, 20i5
HAKER, F. H, 130%
BAKER, 4. & 480
BAKER, S L. MecL. 481
AAKER, W. T, 152
BEALMAVES, 1. M,
BALMAVES, R E L 153
BANKS . E AT
BARKS, W. B
BARBER, C, 1604
BARBER, T. 1 2390
BARKEER, R. W, 12710
BARMES, R, D GU5A
BARMES, W. 2342
BARMES, W. Y. 1823
BARMETT, H, W, 97
BARMETT, R, DV \ 6
HARRACLOUGH, A, E ] 102
BARRETT, B. G, 1385
BARRETT, W. H. 1609
BARRORK, H L LR
BARRON, P. B 1518
BARRY, J. 1165
BARTLAM, A Y, 3302
BARTLEM, H. J 95
BARTLETT, E. W. 17724
BARTLETT, 1, 5 1392
BARTLEY, C. 2005
BARTLEY, E. ML s
BARTOM, K e
BARTON, R F ¥ 1610
BARTOM, 5 W. 1611
BARTOMN. V. T. ITA
BATCHELOR, W 4H2
BATE, F. H, 754
BATES, J 1312
BAXTER, 1. W 1315
RAYES, R, F. Ll
BAYME, . 98
BEATOM, 8. 1o
HBEATLY, J. T 1313
BEALIMONT, A. f 1542
BEDSER, W, H. 248
BEETHAM, B GET
BEETHAM, E. T 1271
BEIRME, E: ) I
BELL, ). F. 2040
BELL, J R A5
BELL, 1. G- 29
BELL, W, H. 1318
BELLOTTI, A, H. 1761
BELLSHAMW, R W, 135
BEMJAMIN, P M. 1063

Brwr;
Pte.
Ple.
o
Col.
Pha.
Pre.
Ptra.
Pto,
Liaut,
Ple
Fie,
[WECTLE
Tpr,
Sagt.
Pie.
P,
Pre,
Cpl.
<ol,
Pra.
Pre.
Pto.
Pa.
e,
Pla.
Pa.
Pre
Pta.
e,
Pte.
P,
Cpl
Pte
Ple.
Pte,
Pie,
L
Pte,
Pio.
Pra.
Ple.
L/Cpil.
L/Cal,
Pre.
Pie
P,
Pte.
Pta
Cal
P,
Pra.
e
Pre
Pre.
Pie
Pte.

HISTORY OF 11th LIGHT HORSE AEGIMENT

BEMMETT, A, W,
BENMETT, E. P.
BEMMETT, T, A
HEMMETTS, P.
BEMSOM, H
BENSTED, A, G
BERRYMAM, L
SERRYMAN, W. T,
BERWICK, L.
BEST, E H.
BICKFORD, A. F.
BIGHELL, K. R.
BILLINGTOM, W. H.
EBASHOP, L. V.
BLACK, &
BLACK, C, E
BLACK, M, W,
BLACK, R.
ALAKEWAY, T.
BLIGH, R. H.
BLODMFIELD, W.
BLOXHAM, R G
BLYTHE, |

ALY THMMAN, A L.
BOASE, 1. H
BODYCOTT, T- 4.
BOLARMD, R
BOLITHS, R
BOMDFIELD, E C.
BOMDFIELD, €. D.
BOMSE, W. R
BODKER, .
BOOTES, Fo &
BOOTH, P
BOOTHEY, V. T
BOOTHEY, W. T.
ROSAMOUET, .M, |

BoTT, F.

BOTT, P V.
BOTTOMLEY, ¥, G. ‘
BOTTOMLEY, 'W. A.
BOULTOM, R &, |
BOLIRKE, E

POWMAR, H. Masd,
BOw AN, T |
BOXDEAN, E, |
BOYDLE, J,

BOYLAMD, R

BOYLE [, W
BRACKEM, K. R
BRADSHAW, 5. |

14T

L p il
2007
1000 A
V166
237
1212
P2
123%
&4l
229
a4
1419

1945
E4313
2498
List
2363
4Th
1543
477
3360
GREA
1004
249
1163
12
5031
AT8
1162
4719
2421
(R
i3
1104
3505

453
250
1831
337
1541
245
1420
FERE
1421
11&l
L EGD
1512
A58
£4318
15948
14
2423
=l

Pra.
Ple.
Pie.
Ptea,
Pre.
P
Phe,
Pte.
PFre,
Pte.
Pte.
Pre.
Pte.
Lisut.
Capt,
Tar,
Pie.
AN
Pt
P
P
Pie,
Pre
Pie.

Pte.
Pte:

st
Pie.
Sqat.
Pto.
Pie.
Ple
Pte.

e,
Drer,
Limut
Sgt.
Pta,
Pta.
Bvr,
Phe.
Pie.
P,
Pre:
Pho
Pte,
Pre,
P,
Pte.
Pe.
Pte.
Pia
Pie,
San.
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BRADY, E C.
BRADY, P

BRADY, V. M.
BRAHAM, € E
BRAHAM, H
BRAITHWAITE, T, F.
BRAMNSORN, LW,
BRAY, G. W.
BRAYSHER, L, A
BRAZEL, W.
BRECHAUER, H. R
BREMMAM, M,
BREWSTER, 1. H.
ARIERTY, A. R
BRIMNEWORTH, T. A,
ARIX; W. H
BRODIE, L

BRODIE, R, W.
BROOKS, R. E
BROSMAN, E B
EROUGHTON, G H
BROWH, A Y.
BROWH,
BROWM,
BROWHN,
BROWM,
BROWH,
BROWHN,
BROWH,
EROWH,
BROWM,
BROWH,
BROWH,
BROWHM,
BROWH,
BRUCE, E. L.
BRYAM, W
BRYAMT, T W,
BEYAMT, G, .
BRYAMT, W.
BUCKBY, J. A
BUCKHOLTE, F. C
guDD, R E
BUMSTON, A VY.
BURCHILL, 5 J,
BURFORD, H. M.
BURGESS, A W,
BURGESS, B. 5t G
BURGESS, R. A
pURGESS, T. &
BURGESS, Y. C.
BURKE, D,

BURKE, G. M,
BURLEY, J. F.
HURMESS, AL C.
AURMETT, F. A
BURMETT, N, G

of =
e

ssEr-CeFRAOLDE

nne %2



LSCpl
LsCol,
e,
Pte,
Pta,
Pta;
Pte.
Fre.
Pa.
Ple,
Pla.
Fta
ool
Pte,
Pre.
5ar.a.
Pfa.
P
Pe.
Pre.
sgt.
Pt
Pta
Col,
Pta.
Pre.
Tor.
Pto
Pte,
Pta.
Lieut.
Fle_
Cpl.
Prpe,
Pra.
Ter.
TR,
Drwr.
S/Sat.
Cpl,
Pte.
Drr
Pta.
Pta
P
Pl
Pte
Ptao
Pta.
Fe
Pie,
Cgl,
Pta,
Pie,
Pe,
Fie
Tpr

HISTORY OF 11th LIGHT HORSE REGIMENT

EURMSIDE, J.
BURRCW, W, A
BURSLEM, K. F,
BURSLEM, R, H.
BURTOM, W. J.
BUSHFIELD, H, F.
BUTCHER, A. C;
BUTTER, F, R,
BUTLER, W, H
BYE, W. E

BYERS, 5. A
BYGOTT, R,
BYRNE, J. O
BYRHE, 1, J,
BYRQM, 1,
CAIRME, J. A,
CAIRMNS, W, R
CALLAGHAMN, M. K,
CALLAMAN, C,
CAMERDM, A, D,
CAMEROM, R,
CAMERDOM, W
CAMPEELL, F.
CAMPEELL, )
CAMPBELL, T,
CAMPRELL, W,
CANME F,

CAMT, H.
CARBERY, P 5
CARLILE, R P,
CARLISLE, T. R,
CARLTON, A,
CARNEY, F. M.
CARNEY, D
CARMEY, J, ),
CARR, A
CARR, C,
CARR, E.
CARR, T. L.
CARRILIME. A,
CARRINGTON, O
CARRINGTOM, G.
CARSOM, F,
CARTER, A.
CARTER, H, J.
CASSIDY, &, F,
CASSIN, D
CATOR, §,
CAVAMAGH, J,
CAVAMAGH, J. J,
CAVARALUIGH, M.
CAVILL, A, 5
CHAMOLER, E J.
CHAPMAN, C. F,

H
-]
A

Z@am

CHARLES, A,
CHARLTOM, A,
CHILCOTT, H

1243
1308
1276
64329
251
1423
4%
252
5549

1283
1424
4RE
758
3158
12TH
HOOOA,

a1
1242
240

2425

56905

6909

55EM,
Fie
Pre.
Ple.
Pie.
Pta
Pta,
Fer
Pre.
Capt,
Pie,
Pie.,
Pa
Pra,
Pt
Pra,
Pte,
Pte,
Ter.
Pte.
Pre.
Pre
Pre
Pre.
Pte.
Pha.
Pra,
Pte,
Dwr,
Pre,
Pre,
Pie
Pte.
Pte.
Pia.
Pre
Phe
Fle.,
Pte
Pta,
Pte
Pre,
Ple,
Fite
Pra.
Pta
Fra
Cpl,
Pte
Pile,
Majar
Ple
Pie.
Pto.
Pte.
Sor

CiHIPPEMDALE, W, H.
CHISHGLM J,
CLARK, G, H,
CLARK, 1. E,
CLARKE, 1.
CLARKE, I, B
CLARKE, | &G,
CLAYRON, A, W,
CLEMEMTS, E.
CLIFFORD, C.
CLOHESY, M,
CLOTHIER, W,
COATS, A, L,
COCKS, L. R.
ConY, W. F.
COE, P 4,
COFFEY. J. 1,
COGHLAM, ).
COLEMAN, G,
COLEMAM, |,
COLEMAMN, R,
COLEMAN, W. J.
COLLIE, ‘w2 T,
COLLINGWOOD, F, G
COLLINS, E.
COLLINS, F.
COLLING, 1. T,
COLLING, P
COLLIME, W, T.
COLVILLE, J.
COMPTOM, F. D,
CONNOLLY, F. A,
CONMNOR, E. A,
COMMGR, 5 M.
COMNOR, W. 1,
COMNORS, J. W,
COMEIDIME, 4. H,
COOK, F. C.
COOK, & H,
CODLWELL, F.
COOMS, W
COOPER, C. W. 5,
COQPER, F,
COOPER, R
COOPER, 5.
COREETT, E 4,
CORCORAR, L,
CORY, C. B
CORY, T, B.
COSGROVE, &, L,
COSTELLD, E,
COSTELLD. J.
COSTOM, F. E.
COTTAM, 1, A
COTTER,. T,
COTTRELL-

DORNU, A, E

T ks

=

g

E286
2367
1282
2366
1544
1227
923
1027
1545
1317
3173
1397
545
2008
e
57245
1426
1427

1616

Dwr.
Pta
Pta
Tpr.
Fte.
Pig
Fre.
Pto.
Pie,
Pe,
Tar.
Tar.
Pta,
Ple.
Pie,
Pie,
Pte,
Pte,
Cpl
Pa.
Lbewt,
Tpr
Pte

Pra.
Pte.
Pie,
Pte,
Pla,
Pte.
Pra.
Pa.
Pte.
Pte,
Tpr

Tpr
P,

Pte.
Pta,
Fte,
Pt
Pte,
Pte
Pre.
Pte,
Pta.
Pre,
Ple,
FPta.
Pra.

Ple,
R7SM,
Phe,
5.8
Cpl

HISTORY OF 11k LIGHT HORSE REGIMENT 175
COUTTER, w. 0. | 170% Pre . DANVIES, ), 5,
COUPER, F, A, B TED S/Emith DAVIS, P T,
COUSIN, H 1947A, Pte. DAVIS, W, |
COWLEY, €, 1001 A Pe, DAWSESM. P, |
CDX, F. R, 1705  Pra, DAY, €. I
COX, 1. R. 1948 Pt DAY, C. R, |
COYME, J. J. £4334  Pro. DAY, B M.
CRAIG, F. W. F. 204 Pre, DEAM, C. L.
CRAME. =, 2010 Pte, CEAM, ). ‘W i
CRAWFORD, E. 1618 Pte,  DE GRUCHY, F. H ;
CRAWKGRD. B. W. 761 Pte,  DEMPSEY, J, J, :
ERAWEGRD, W. K 1910 Pie, DEMPSEY, W, J, |
CRAWLEY. V. L. 1949  Ptg, DEMMIS, E. F |
CRERAR. R. McF 1220 Pte, DEMTCMN, E. T, '
CRIDLAND. M, C. 496 Pto. DE WMALLAMNCE -3, |
CRILLY. T. J. 498 Sgr.  DE VERNEIS, A, A,
CROET. 4. E: 1428 Pt DEVITH, B |
CROSS & B (429 Pie, BEVITT, M.
CRELCH, T. 5, 3750 Pre, DEWING, E. 1.
CRUCKSHANK, L. F. T0RE  Pie, OICKSGN, E
ERLHICKSHANE, W, LAB7. k. LEREH, 15,
R S N 1087 Cpl DICKSAM, B G
CUMIN. H N | 231 Pra DICKSOMN, T
CLIMMINES E- 54335 Pra DICKRSOM, W, . e
CUNDE. 4. 135 Tpr. DIMANT, D, 0,
¥ 1825 Pie; DIXON, F, J, i
Eu:;_ﬁj‘l" Ale B 174, Pte DOoD, A o, '
CURRARL. K A 126 Pte. Do0D, C. v
LR ‘ 1320 Pte.  DODD, F. W, fe
SRR o i 935 Pra, DODD, W, &,
CURTIS, H, C. ”.?E £+E' e B 448,
25 te CODDs, W
E.'f;rf:“; j" ” 261 ®te.  DOHERTY. w
Cuzirg g 524 Pra DOLAR, T. M
DABELSTEIN, H. E 835 Ple DOMNALDSOMN, A,
B 1548 Pra DOMALDSOM, W,
ek 129 Tor DONKIMN, H,
DALE .:".. 31 - Dwr, DOMMELLY, M. M,
BALTER. fL T 21 Tpe COMMELLY, V.
B 1172 Pre COMDRAM, A, W,
IJANJELS B 71 Pre DOMORAMN. W, H.
BANTELSON. A 262 Gan. DQUGHERTY, €. R G.
BANN, 4, T ; I4I Pre DOUGLAS, 1. W.
D&NN' 2 H' SEE  Pip DoOwWD, - A, P.
DIARCY. T. 4 24 Kl SAIVEY, T
DARCY, T. p, | 203 Eot CRWIE, H,
DAME & ?*6 Pte DOWMIE, A&, M,
g 1311 Pta DOWSE, H. A. F.
EQE;Y'AE' 5. 435 Pta. DOVLE, H.
iy 172 Pre, COYLE, W, H;
DAR“;‘M - 165 Ple DRAKE. F, J,
L E4336 Pio DRANEY, W, R,
DAVEY, E T, 64 Pta DREYER. W. L.
DAVEY, H. 5 133 Pta. DLUFF, £ |
DAVIDSON, |, Y. 134 Pte, DUFFY, €. I
DAVIDSON, L. 136 Tpe DUFFY, ‘D, H,
DAVIES, E G 404 Tpr, DUFFY, J,




HIS 5 LIGHT HOREE REGIMENT \7
e HISTORY OF |lth LIGHT HORSE REGIMENT HISTORY OF 11tk

10 Pie, GRANT, H,
Chaplain DUNBAR, W. J, I308A Pio, FARLOW, H, H. 1477 Pie GALE, E ’:‘; i FE |:52 SOME GRAMT, 1. H

1319 Pre, DUNEAN, I 2309 Pta, FARLEW, M, G, 2 Bee, MLLAWhT' f : 1249 Pte GRAMT, J, E.

1089 Ple, DLNLOP, 1, 5493 Cpl, FARRALL, H. B. B45 Pl GALWIM, T. i Brig-Gen. GRANT, W.

267 Pie, DUNLOP, W 64328 Prp, FAULEMER, W. M. 152 e GAMBETTA, : IBOEA Pia CRAMT, W, .

1703 Pre, DUNN, J, T, 5B Pra. FENTON, W, 3045 Pre.  GAMELE J, 1247 Pta.  GRASS. A, J,

130 L/Cpl.  DUNN, 5, 211 Pte,  FERGUS, J. J. 74 Pte At 587 Pte,  GRATTON, W, €

9435 Pta. DUNM, T. 1245 Piea. FERGUSON, A, 1755 Ple, GANTZ, 'W' M 1831 Ple. GRAY, R. €.

266 S/Smith DUNN, W. A. 1885 Pte,  FERGUSON. J. H. 1830 Pte e 766 Ple.  GRAYSON, D, Mcl,

495 LACpl,  DUNSTOME H. T, 1F82 Pe. FERGUSOM, w, B2 Cpl GARRETT, 1 4 4 £91 Pte. GREfM, E. A

I Pie DURAND, L. M. Capt,  FINIGAN, R. O'0, 345" Pha CATin, S 510 Pta.  GREEM, J.

1551 Fte. DU RIETZ, B, Chaplain FINMIGAN, K. 1184 Ple, GAY, 180 LyCpl.  GREEM: L. T,

13184 Tpe, DWYER, E, 272 Pta, FINDLAY, N. L. G, L L GEARY, 4 3482 Pre GREEME, W. M.
1178 Pto.  Dwver P, b, 504 S/Smith FINLAY, R, Capt.  GEE, H. J = 511 Pte.  GREENHORN, H.
1174 Pte.  DWYER P, J. 2013 Pre FINNEY, A. B, 12308 Pte.  GEORGE, A. 1433 €pl.  GREGORY, H. €

157 R.QMS. DYKE, F. 971 Pie.  FINNISS C. M. 0% e Gohess b 3175 Pte.  GREGORY, R, C.
17T Pre DYMES. A, 2428 Pip, FISHER, F. 1287 - Pie, CRRRTAE,: 28 R 1577 Epl, GRIEVE, C. W.

23 Pre EARDLEY, E. G, €. 1092 Pe, FISHER, 1, 50253 Ple GERAGHTY, ol 1127  Bra, GRIFFIN, R €. ).
10034 Pta. EASTGATE, J. V. 1328 Pto, FITZIGERALD, A, K. 1248 Pre.  GERMAIN, - Lisut.  GRIEFITHS, R, 5.
1324 Ple.  EASTWELL, J, 595 Pra, FITZGERALD, O. M. R BRI 25 Col.  GROUNDWATER, G
1884 Col.  EATHER, Mch. 412 Pte.  FITZGIBEON, E e v 1351A Ter,  GROVE E C. T.

50251 Fie, £DEN, €. R, 2237 Fte, FITZROY, J. B50 Tor flam, e 1434 Pte.  GUERIN, W. D.
2012 Ple.  ECMISTOME, G 1619 Ple,  FLEGLER, H. B. i R e 1333 Pte,  GUILFOYLE, J
1183 Pte.  EDMONDSON, A 506 Pte.  FLEMING, A, 1288 Pre; E'“‘:’”*Hs' & B&2 Pto.  GUNSTON, J,

57249 Ter.  EDWARD, A. G, S Assgr.  FLEMING, 1. 238  L/%at. E'E"'s‘.,, e 1329 Pte.  GURASOFF, G,

4 Pia, EDWARDS, E. 2327 Pie, FLEMING, 1. 143 Pe G N:m" el 1832 Licpl,  GUY, O, .
49%  Pre. EDWARD, 1, 144 Pia. FLODD, T. W, b s GILEE T, T' ) 1165 P GWYTHER, A, L. B
1285 Pia. EDWARDS, T, 5, 142, Tpr. FLYMHM, C, J, A, | 452 RAM.  GILE Rr'ST. . N o HADGRAFT. E M. R, :

12054 Pte, EDWARDS, W. R. 109]  Pre, FLYNN, B, J, 133 Pre 5“—’5”“3 4 SBEA fise, HALL, C. F. fe

140 Pte.  EADY, J. H, W. 64347 Tpr.  FLYNN. W, P. NI Mie AR 1339 Pte.  HALL, D, G.

503 Pte,  EGAN, F. P, 1180 Pre.  FoLEY, P, 4. ZEE Pl Al 282 Pte.  HALL, M E

138 Pre.  ELLA. J. M, 2467 Ter.  FOO, W. D. P o 1020 Fre HALL. 5. 5.

529 Pte. ELLEMDOM, 5 H, 1800 Pra, FORD, T. W, €, Liout. i ll:::HM B 1186 Pta. HALL, W. J.

139 Pra ELLIOTT, G. E W. 52631 Pta, FORREST, P, Mel. 350 Pre, G:m A 155  Pta. HALLAM, R G.
64390 Tpe.  ELLIOTT, M. G. 1181 Pte.  FORSTER, W. B. ghiri- R L it e 1343 Ple.  HALLINAN, W. P.

500 Pte.  ELLIS, F. B, 195] Pte.  FORSYTH, A, E ‘ oo =T o s g 1712 Pte.  HAMBRECHT, H. T.

SO Pte.  ELMER, .. 1450 Pre,  FORTH, H. A B LiShy malERe s 1557 Pte,  HAMER, A.

502 Ple.  EMERSON, T. 1586 Pte.  FOSTER, & M, il g N 973 Pte.  HAMILTON, F. E
1325 Fta EMMERT, W, 1829 Sgt, FOWLES, W, M. 2313 Pte, erK I_J 5 1435 Pte HAMILTON, G, A,

762 Dve.  ENGLISH, E. - | =28 pe.  FOX, D. | ML SN e 1937 Pre.  HAMILTON, J.

763 Pie, ENGLISH, L, 383 Pia, FOX, H. ). 52 Fra ey ey HAMILTOM, 2. E.
1708 Tpr.  EvaANS, A, 970 Fre,  FRANKLIN, B. | 1952 Pre, i e 156 Pte,  HAMILTON, J. H. &

501 Ple.  EVANS, A, F. 1320 Tpr.  FRASER, E €, il PG 24 Sgt.  HAMMOND, E W,
1327 Tor, EVANS, €. 43 Fre, FRASER, W. A, 1887 Fie. EDD“D:E-L; e oA 513 Tpr.  HANCOCK, A,

268 Ple.  EVANS 6. 145 Sgt, FREESTUM, J. P. e . 602 Pre.  HANCOCK, )

225 gt EVANS, . € 1935 Fra. FREMCH, 6. A. SBE Pte, Gcnuo:, b2 35 Pra. HANCOCK, I, J.

269 Fio, EVANS, I, T, I932 Pre, FREWER, H. Capt. G““DGN' iy S4Eh Pl HANMA, W, W,
1821 Pra, EVAMS, . A 147 %/801.  FROST, £ 10044 Ple. GGRNN- i g47 Ple, HANNAN, T, G.
1950 Dwve.  EVETTS, A, F . Capt,  FRDST, R A . LR R IST Dwr.  HANMEBURY, M. P,
1326 Cpl EWEN, A, M, 505 Pte. FRY, W. I 96 Pre. GORRIE, . 515 Pig, HAMMEL, €, A.
1310 Pta. EWiNG, J, € 146 Sgf. FULLER, A. H. 1555 Pte GﬂRRiE.MD- & 1889 Fre HAM3EN, E.
1533 Pre,  EYRE E 1431 Pte.  FULLER, G H e oo 283 Pla.  HANSEN, T. E

170 Sgt FALCONER, J, 2037 Pre FULLER, 4. H. 1332 Pte. mﬁiﬁi’;ﬁ g 1935 Pte HAPGOOD, H. G
1178 Pte.  FALLON, G. 141 Ple,  FULLERTON, L. G, A, e A e i A B 1622 Pte,  HARDING, M. T,
405 Pre FALLOM, &, TES  Pte, FULLOGHN, P. . 56910 Pe GEAHAMP V' W‘I 1193 Pte, HARDERAVE, W, G
15121 Pre.  FARAM, T. 5. 929 Pfe.  FURNESS, A, i -y 1101 Pra,  HARDY, G E.
2452 Pta, FARLEY, R. A, P27 Pre FURMISS, W, 149 Pto, GHANT Bl 784  Pre, HARDY, R ). B,

Lisut.  FARLOW, F & 507 Fle GAEN. F. | 1556  Pre. GRANT,
]




178

27
1583
2368
1251
1857
892
517
2315
B71
993
1936
1767
520
&0
523
1335
BE1
512
T29HA

Pro.

Pras
Pie
P,
Sgt.
Ti5a
Pte.
Pre.
e,
Ple.
Pre

L rCpl,
Pra,
Pie:
Pre.
Pia,
Bwr.
Pte,
Pta.
Cpl.
Pie.
Fia,
L/Cpt,

Pta,
Pre.
Pra,
Pre.
Ple.
Pt
L/Cpd
Pte,
Pra.
Pre
Pte,
Crr,
Sgt

Fra.
Fie;
Pre
Sgt,
Pte
agt.
Fle.
Pre
Pie,
Pta
Pta
Pl
Pie,
P
Pia,
Pie
Ple
Prg

HISTORY OF 1lth LIGHT HORSE RECIMENT

HARKISS, W, C,
HARLEY, W. H,
HARRIMAN, .
HARRIS, A, M.
HARRIS, ©
HARRIS, M. R
HARRIS, T
HARRIS, ¥, E &
HAREIS, W,
HARR|ISOM, H.
HARRISOM, 5. ¥
HART, A, 5
HARTWIG, H, V.
HARTWIG, w. E
HARVEY, 1. |
HASTIMNGS, J. C, !
HATFIELD. L.
HAWKER, R. W
HAWRES, V. G.
HAWIKING, 6. ¢
HAWTIM, €. F,
HAWTIM, © H
HAYES, L, J.
HAYES, M. M
HAYES, T. &
Havies, F.o
HAYMES, O F
HATWARD. B
HAYWARD, W A
HEALY, J,

HEALY, T. E,
HEAP, W H
HEATH, B.
HEHIR, R,
HEILBROUN, H. L
HEINZ, E J
HEMMLING, W,
HEMDERSON, A. 5,
HEMDERSOM, H.
HEMEBERY, F. M,
HEPBLURHN, A,
HERMANMN, A, 0
HERTH, M, 1t
HESSEY, €.
HEWITT, W, 0.
HEYILMAN, B
HICKEY, P
HICKS, F. A, A
HICKS, W, |,
HICKSOM, L 35
HIGGING, £ G
HIGGINS, J. D
HIGEING, L D,
HIGES, H,
HILDER, H, |
HILL 5 G
HIRSCHFELD, ). B.

L

3130

931

459

519
5204
1008

1335

52544
1437
290
28
1559
1250
189
119]
2314
1940
GO
5304
1057
-1
B57
Si6
2073
154
297
158
1337
1711
1188
1341
10593
1833
159
66
161
1187
1597

13
T5E
254

1574

17980
2343
1953
55914
21924
52648
G436
2193
83)

| 344

a4

Pte. HIRSCHFIELD, P.-C;
Licut, HIRGMN, F.

Pte, HOBSCN, €. F

Sgt HOCKIMNG, B L
Fta. HOCKIMG, ), R
Pie. HODGES, € F

Pte: HODGES, & B
Major  HODGKINEOM, W O
Pre, HGEY, & A,

Capt. HOFFMAN, G. H
Pre. HOFFMARKM, W, A
Pre: HOFFMAMBM, W G
Pre. HOGARTH, A, F,
Pre, HOGARTH, & I
Pe. FIOLLOWAY, 1 A,
Pa, HOLME, W. H,
Fta HOLMES, W. H. F.
Pta. HOOPER, C. M.
Fia. HOOFER, M.

Pie. HOPE, A E.

Pra. HOPEINS, -5,

Phe. HOWARD A

P, HOWARD, G,

Piw. HOWARD, R. 5.
Pta, HOWARDE, |, F
Pta. HOWE, V.

Pte. HOWELL, Al

Pla, HOWELL, = M,
Pre, HOWES, 1. F
Diwr, HOWLETT, T

Pic, HOWLEY, ), R
Pie HOWEE, P W
Pra. HUGHES, B F
Pre. HUGHES, O |
Ple. HUGHES: H. J.
Phe. HUGHES, R

L/Cpl, HUGHES, W. E L
Pto, HULL, B. A, F
Pre, HULL,

Pie. HLUMPHRIES, W. F.
Fie HUNTER, k. W
Ligmat. HUMTER, W. 5.
Pta. HUNTING, 5 E
Pta. HURLEY, H
LiCel. HUTTOM, F.H.
Pte, HUTTOM, W,
Tpr. HEUTTOMN, W. H.
Pre HY¥MES, J. F.

Pre. HYMES, T. 5
Pm. INGLIS, E, R
Ple. IREY, A, A

Pla. IRELAND, R T
sat. IRELAMD, W. G
Sat, IRWIN, R,

Cpl, IWORY, W. F. M,
Pie, IACESOMN, A,

Pie IACKSOMN, P 5

2409
1348
234
2308

5206
| 204
1014
14359
1438
234
194
523
759
1440
2580
2231
54365
524
1835
1955
295
1345
k]
991
1441
a0
163
298
2430
1551
1371
1560

1192
1442
50
2315
mn
#9593
1589
2784
352
297
| B30
527
165
1348
2320
177
1552
528
2431
1194
1914
2383
168

Pte.
Pte,
Pte.
Pre.
Lisut,
Tpr:
Pie,
Pte.
Pea.
L/Cpl,
ROMS,
Pta.
Pta.
Pre.
Pte.
LsCal
Fte.
Pre.
Pta.
Pta
Toi!
Pre,
Pre.
Pra
Ple.
Pt
P,
Pta.
Pt
Pre.
e
Cal,
Pte,
Capt
Pta,
Tpr.
Fle.
Pie
Pta
Pte.
Pie
Pte.
Pie,
Pte.
Fre,
Cpl
5/5mith
Pta.
Pe.
e
Fia
Ptie.
Pta,
Pte,
Pre,
Pre,
Pre,

HISTORY OF 1ith LIGHT HOESE REGIMENT

JACKSON, W, H
JACORS, & W,
JACDBS, L. )
JAMES, B.
JAMES, 5 G,
JAMES, W, H,
JAMESCM, F H
JANEWAY, & A
JAMEWAY. M. A,
IANEWAY, W, G
IARDIMNE, B, B,
TARMAN. H
JARRETT, E. J.
JARRETT, H. M
JASFER, L. R
JEMMINGS, &,
JEMMINGS, L
JEMSEM, A
IERDAN, 6. L
JIBEQM, F.
JOHNS. E T
JOHNSON, £ F,
JOHNSOM, H. B
JOHMEON, 1. J,
JOMNEOH, T. M.
JOHMSTON, A
JOHMSTON, A
ICHNSTON, G
IDHMNSTOM, H.
i
]
5
5

'I'I?:'n'—
ik

TOHMATOMN,
JCHHMNETOMN,
JOHMETON,
IOHNSTON,
JOHNSTONE, . K,
JOMES, E.
JOMES, E
JOMES, H
JOMES, H
JONES, K
JOMES, L
JOMES, R

T

P

W

IIg

JONES,
JONES,
JOMES, W,
JOMES, W,
JORGENSON, E J.
JOYCE, H M
KAALUMD, C R
EAIN, W. T,
KALLOUIST, V.
KARL, €. L.
REANE I
KEARLS, &
KEARY, F. R
KEAY, W, L
KEEGAM, 4. .
EEECZAM, W,

sxEhzodg-=E
z

LG,

15424
1443
11
1614
100
1025
13114
13124
531
532
168
1893
29
298
19564

1773
1626
534
1059
171#
1349
530
12324
174
112
1013
259
ana
605
2111
2638
1892
2ige
51T
1444
535
1445

167
201

1448
302
2317
172
176
537
Tiz
64368
50257
2370
53g
303
2318
30
173

Pte,
Pte.
at.
Prre.
Pte.
Pie,
Pte.
gt
Pra.
Pra_
Pta.
Fie.
Dwr.
Sat.
Pta,
Malar
Pta,
Pea.
Pho,
Pra.
Pre.
Pta.
Col.
e,
Ptle.
Pte,
Pie.
Pte.
gt
5/ Smith
Pra.
Ptre.
Pre,
Pre.
Psa.
Pim
Drer,
Pta.
Major
Pie.
Pte,
Ligut.
Pta.
Pta.
Pig
Pta.
Pta,
L/Cpl.
Pte,
Pre
Pie,
Pta,
gt
Fta.
Pe,
Ple,
Sgt,

KEENAM, W
KELLY, E. A.
KELLY, F. E
KELLY, J,
EELLY, 1. H.
KEMP, 1. 1.
KEMPSTER. F. O
KEMPSTER, L. WL
KENDELL, A, E
KEMDELL, H. W,
KENDRICK, J. G.
KEMMY, J. J.
KEDSGH, W, T
KERR, L. A,
KERRIGAM, W, E
KESSELS; L. €&
KEYSER, J E.
KIDMEY, E. T
KIERMAM, J,
KIFT, W, H
KILPATRICK, W
KIMPTON, T H.
KiING, €. L,
KING, E. C
KING, H.

KING, H & F‘

KING, J. E. 8
KIME, ).

KIMNG, R

KIMNG, W, kK
KNG, W, T,
KINGSLEY, J. R. P,
KIRK. E. .
KIREMAN, ).
KIRKPATRICK, T. A.
EIRWAM, 5 |,
KITHER, H C
EMOWLIMG, £
KOCH, W. F. J
KOLOSQUE, F. A,
ERAUSE, P
KREIG, L, P
KROMCKE, €.
KRUGER, C E
EUMEEL. K. M.
LACY, P. J,
LAING, A T,
LAKE, A, ).
LAMB, &
LAMEB, 5. H
LAMBERT, G. 5
LAMBERT, 1. F.
LAMPE. L. L.
LAKGSTOM, F. G.
LARKIMN, M, G,
LARSEM, 5 £
LASLETT 6 &,

;

178




180

15853
1432
1854
1705
375
2311
305
1381
1132
1447

51649
263
1507
g

| BG7
TTTA
171
157
ey
174
a9
06
3194
1285

3oz
538
854
308

50276
2312
56916
2319
471
47
2478
175
309
2433
f83s
ivd
1350
173
| Gt
1253
S31A
1142
1926
43
1014
]
104
1943

Pte.
Pte.
Pra,
Pie
Pra,
P
Sagb.
Ple.
Cel
Pie.
Liout.
Pte.
Cpl.
Cpl.
Pra.
Major
Pre.
Cpl
51
Pre,
P
Ple.
Cpl,
Cpl.
L/Cpl,
Pte,
Lbnut,
Pra.
Ple.
Ple
Pte.
Capt.
Spr.
Pta
Pte
Fra
Pie.

Pta-
Pta.
Phe.
Pia.
Pte.
Pig.
Pte,
Pia.
Col.
Pte.
LACal
Pra.
2/Caol.
Pte.

Pre
Pre.
Pre,
Maiar

HISTORY OF | 1h LIGHT HORSE REGIMENT

LATHAM, C. 0O,
LALIREE, J, MezK,
Law, H. A,
LaWLGR, J, ).
LAWREMCE, H. H.
LAWSOM, 6. H
LAXTOM, F. P

LEASK, 1. W
LEATHER, ). E
LEDLIE, J. M.
LEE; . AL
LEE,
LEE,
LEE,
LEE,
LEE,
LEE, W. E
LEGEATT, P C.
LEGGE, ©. W,
LEGGE, D, L,
LEGH. T.
LEHURARM, T O.
LEHURAMM, & H.
LE LACHEUR, K.
LEMASS, J. €.
LEMOM, I
LEMIHAN, M,
LESWELL, J.
LEVIMNGSTOM, A
LEWISE, 1. H.
LEWIS, P. T.
LEWIS, W, 1
LEWIS, W. L.
LEWIS, W. R.
LINDSAY, 1. PD
LIMDSAY, R,
LINEDALE, wW. J.
LINGARD, H, A,
LINGWOODOEK, U,
LINMAM, J, ). F.
LIPSCOME, 1. 5
LETTEE, €; V. M
LITTLE, H,
LETTLE, J. R
LLOYD, T.

LOCKE, H: 4,
LODGE, E

LONG, L. €
LOMG, W,
LOUGHRAM, E C,
LOWE, €. A,
LOWE, H,. D. G,
LOWTHER, €.
LOYNES, J.

grTzman
mEaSEZy

241
an
G806
2434

64415
1 199
Iss

G35
2020
1254

a%4
1198
1959
23713

2307
1296
1350
1oes
543
2375
574
EE-
1736
fite]
1000
15464
GO0
5

[628
B35
2384
550
464
395

1774
1837
1287
558
56830
1195
2051
109
1353
5132
A0
: 1)
1002
1596
1838
1839
1842
354
181

Pie,
Ptm
Pta,
Pta
Lieut,
Tor.
Pre
Ple,
Pie.
Ple,
Pta,
Pie,
Pra.
Pl
Pha.
Capt.
P,
Fta.
Fte.
Pia,
gt
Pra.
Pia,
Pte.
Pie,
Pie,
Pre.
Pte,
Cel
5.0.M.50
Majar
Ple.
Pie.
Pta.
Pta.
Cal,
Pta.
Lipuat,
Pre:
Pta,
Pre.
LACRlL
Pte.
Sat.
Pra.
Pie.
Fie,
Fte,
Pte.
Pta.
Pra.
Pre
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Ptle.

LUCHS, C. &
LUXON, H.
LYMAamM, T, A,
LYHECH, L.

LY¥ME, J. M.
MADDEM, C. C.
MADDEM, 1. P,
MAGUIRE, W, MAcE,
MAHOMEY, 1. A,
MALE, C.
MALLETT, J.
MALONE, J, C,
MakDaLE, © A
MANDALE, W. I
MANN, W, G,
MAMNING, A, W,
MAMNING, C. 5
MANMNIMG, W, E
MANTHEY, P, .
MAMUELL, F. L,
MaARCH, G, F.
MARGRIE, G. L.
MARKS, L. 1.
MARLAY, B. L E
MARLEY, W. A
MARMANE, ML W.
MARR; €, I,
MARSH, K,
MARSH, W. G
MAaRSHALL, D,
MARSLAND, H. L
MARTIM, F. I
MATHESOM, A, J.
MATTHEW, H. B,
MATTHEW, |V,
MATTHEWS, . A,
MATTHEWS, E E.
MATTHEWS, E. A
MATHEWS, 1,
MAUDSLEY, A, W,
MAUGHAM, M. V.
MALIZOLF, €. A
MAMWELL, % 6.
BAAY, M,
MAYBURY, A, F.
MAYCOCK, 1. M.
MAYNARD, H. €.
MAYD, F. AL
MEAD, E
MEADOWS, F.
MEAMEY, P. )
MEDHURST, AL G,
MELEY, J, T.
MELLEFONT, A, V.
MELLOR, 1, M.
MEMGERSOMN, €. H.
MERRIFIELD, F. 1.

2375
357
187
2389
18
179
55
5683
556
1775
13583
1303
1381
4TTA
1300
2316
2019
333
2437
a56
in
1134
1001 A

1719
L3912

106
1095
183
2435
50258
1251
184
1203
13074

557
1851
951
| 945
36
565
841
2453

mm
| P

1248

39
1352
5o
T8
185
178
2374

Pte,
Pta,
Pta.
Pra,
Pie.
Fle.

Lieut.

Pia.
Pte,

Liwut.

P,
Pa.
Pio.
Phe
Pto.
Pta,
Pte.
Pra.

L/Cal,

Major

Pra.
Pre.
Pie
D
Pim
Pie,
Pte,
Fta,
Cal,
Majar
Pta.
Pte.
Pha.
Prg.
Fie.
Pfe.
Pte,
Capt.
Capt.

MERRITT, G. W.
MERRITT, H, W.
MERSOHM, J,
MESSAM, M.
MIDDLETOM, J.
MIDDLETOM, M.
MIERS, E 1.
MILLAR, A, R.
MILLARD, E. W,
MILLER, W, C,
MILLS, L o
MISSIMGHAM, O, M,
MITCHELL, J. H.
MITCHELL, 1, W.
MITCHELL, W. 1. &
MOFFITT, G. T,
MAOIR, D, McH
*DOISSEY, G. F
MOLLOY, [
MOOMEY, 1,
MCORE, E. 4
MDDRE, F. C.
MOQORE, H, )
MOORE, B, K.
MOORE, 5.
MOGRE, L T.
MORGAM, A, C.
MORGAM, H. L.
MORDMEY, J.
MORRIS, AL L
MORRIS, F.
MORRIS, W, P
MORRISON, D, A
MORRISON, R.
MORTIMER, D.
MORTON, M. E
MOYLE, W, F.
MOYLE, W, T.
MOYHMIHAN, T.
MUDSEE, K A
MUIR, A, DO
MUIR, M B
MULLENE, H,
MULLEMS, J,
MLULROOMEY, M,
MUMFDRD, P,
MUNRD, A,
MUNRD, C. A, R.
MUNRD, E C,
MURDOCH, Dn
MURPHY, D.
MURFHY, D. §
MURPHY, I,
MURPHY, P.
MURPHY, P, P,
MURPHY, P. J, B,

HISTORY OF 11th LIGHT HORSE REGIMENT 181

1963 Pre, MUBRPHY, T.

1631 Pte. MURPHY, W. F.
1197 Pie. MURRAY, . H.

Capt. MURRAY, C. W,
1898 Pra. MURRAY, E. E,
935  Pre. MURRAY, F. .\

(2436 Pre MURRAY, H.

54 Pe, MILIRRAY, J.
544 Pte. MLUST, D, R,
2438 Pte, MeBRIDE, J,
1155 Pte, MEBURMIE, W,

1253 FPia. MECAIG, F. ).

1202 e McCALLUM, 3. H.
1895 Fta, MeCAMM, H.

1301 Pie. MeTAMM, I,

1958 Pie MacCARTHEY, H. L.
12558 Pra. MeCARTHY, B
AR MOCARTHY, ),

16%6 Ple. MoCARTHY, M, H,
1881 Pre. MeCAaMLEY, J,

0551 LiCpl. MeCLELAMD. K. €.
188  Pie. MeCLELLAMD, 2. L
1569 LyCpl, MeCOLL, D M
5099 Pro MeCOLL, H.

555 Pta, McCOMMACHY, €. B
1303 Pra, MoCORMACK, 1. J.
1135 . e, MeCORMACK, 1. F‘.“
190 Pre MeCOWAN, A, O 07T
Lieult,  MeCOWAMN, P, .
{354  Pte. MeCULLOCH, E: oo f*
1734 Pta, MeCULLOUGH, &, M.

2283 LiSgt. McDOMALD, AL F

0Z1A Pre McDONALD, A, P
I049  Ple. McDOMALD, A, W
1302 Cpl McDOMALD, D, R,

Liett,  MacDONALD, G, L. M

19484 Pte MacDOMALD, G, M
1133 Py McDONALD, H.

3057 -Ple. McDOMALD, H, A

Capt. MacDOMALD, 4.
1836 Pe. MeDONALD, K, £
Lieut,  MacDOMALD, # 3

444] Pre MeDOMALD, N,

540 Sgt McDONALD, B, A,

304 Ple. MeDOMNALD, R. L.

313 Pre. MeDONMELL, J. J
Lieut,  MeELLIGOTT, i

1392 Pte, MacFARLAME, R, K.
1¥7  Pte, MacFARLAME, 5, A,
1099 Pla. MACFIE, A. MEC.

T94TA Ple. M:GEORGE, R, R,
2193 Pra McGIRBOM, A
1448 = Pre. MacGLLLIVRAY, D. N,
547 Pie MacGOWAM, J, ) 5,
771 Pie. MEeGRATH, J. P
T8 Pre. MCOGRATH, W, F
779 Pie, MacGREGOR, & 5

MLURFHY, R L
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ity wWo MoGREGOR, G 1204 CpL HICHOLSON, W. H. ' 2T Tpr. FARRY, E 455 Sgtf. POWELL, A, R
189 Pta MeGREGOR, G, 2377 Phe. MICKOLS, H. MacD [ 3 FOMS PARSOMAGE T. 1212 Pia POWELL, €. F.
2950 Pta MeGREGDR. P. G 54417 Tor., MIELSEN, 1. W, . 1845 Pto PARSOME F, W, 1211 Pte POWELL, C
607 | Pla: MEGREGOR. W, 559 Pte, MIEMANN, L H Lt-Col, PARSONS, J. W 2378 Pre BOWELL, ). F.
551 Ple. McGREGOR-DEY. R. Ligut, NOBBS, A, 5 1900 Pra, PARTRIDGE, |, ©, 337 5ot POWELL, T,
I Pra. McGUIRE, & F Ligat, NOLAN, M. J. 1 60 Dwr PASCOE, J, 1519 Phe, POWER, W,
545 Pte, McGUIRE, W, H 320 Pte. NOLAM, W, 236 Cpl PASCOE, J, H. 13959 Pre. PREMDERGAST, D. P,
B8 R.OMS. McHUGH, E v, 1797 Pie. MOLAN, W, 3410 Ss5gr. " PAsCOE A G 785 Pte, PRENTICE, J, R.
314 Pte MEINTOSH, A 50 Ple. NOTT, 'F. G M, | 1899 Cplb. PASK. S I 202 Pie. PRESTIDGE, H A
1911 Ple MACKINTOSH, A E, 1543 Pte, MLISS, M. L] B41  Pte, PATERSOM, A, L. SEE  Pie, FRIMCE A, 'W.
853  Pto MacINTOSH, H Lieut. NUTTING G. W, ! 1569 Pte FATERSCOM, F, W. 1970 Pta. PRICE. ). F;
FOT1 Sgi. McIMNTYRE, & Liput,  O'BRIEM, M. 1931 el PATERSON, 1. P, %) Ple: PRIEST, H, J.
3T L/Cpl.  McKAY, C . 1967  Pta. O'BRIEN, P, J, T3 Pre, PATTERSOM, A 22788 Pia. PEITCHARD, T.
1256 Pia: McBAY, E 323 Pte O'BRIEM, W, J, 564 Pte, PATTERSOM, F. A 1781 Pte. PROCOPIS, A, W,
1200 Pte. MeEAY, E 563 Ptm 'CALLAGHAN, T. H. 5681 Pt PATTERSOM, M. 1450 Pie PRZIBELLA, M, E
58  Pie MekAy, 1 T, 1357 G O'CONKOR, D. 7773 Pte. PEARCE, £ C | 3770 Pre PULFORD, W, J,
315 Pia McKAY . L F 38T Dwr, O'CONMOR, ‘W, 201 Pta. PEARSE, € L B4 - Pre, PURNVIS, W, T.
1627 Pte. MacKAY, T. H 12314 Pte, O'DOMNGEHUE, § 1358  Pro. PEARSON, 1. I 33 Pie, QuaILL, J
405 Tpr. MeKEE PooA 324 Pta, DOWD, P. M, 570 Pte PEARSOM, L L 1E45  Ple. QUELCH, W I,
82 Pre, MCKENMY, C. C. N 325 Pe: OFLAMAGAN, D G TBEA Pre: PEMDOCK,. € 338 sgt. QUINN, W, H.
Capt McKENZIE A 1 2317 Tpe 066, € E 1137 st PEMMA, W, H 468 Cpl, RACKHAM. ). R.
1305 Pre; McKENZIE, B. 5. 57I57 Pte. OGEG, 5, R 200 Bta, PERNY, G A 57260 Pta; RACKLEY, 1. H
223 cpl MEKENZIE, H 1208  Pie O'HEARME, L 569 Pte: PEMROSE, T. F 1B4T  Pra, RADFORD, G
Lisut,  MACKRELL. G S 2321 Pro, OHL, W, H. 11 gt PEPPERCORM, R, T 514 Pta, RADFORD, J. F.
1586  Cpl. MACKRELL, L. J. 1779 Pte DLDAM, C, 5 ). 184S Pta PERRY, C. M B53  Pte; RAE, G. & i
597 Cpl McLAREN, AL D 1517 P, O'LEARY, € D 331 Pra. PERRY, M Capt. RAGLESS, B B, ‘.;,.
318 Pia McLAREM, F. C 1078 Pra. 'LE&RY, T, 456 Sat, PERRY, M, I, 1076 Pre. RAMEDEMN, T i
TE) Pte MeLAREM, T Mcl. 2440 Pta, OLIFFE, 1, 17337 Pre PESTORIUS, W. A Q&0 Dwr, RAMSEY, J. M, £
376 Pro MeLAY, 1, € 1568 Pte.  OLSEM, R. C 2323 Ple.  PETERZEN, A, 1152 Pte.  RANKIN, T, A i
B4 Pia, MELEAR, A, 562 Dwr OLSON, A %38 Pte. PETERSEM, J. C 577 Pie. RANKIME, L. B
933 Pre. MeLEAN, J 196 Pio, O'NEILL, P, 1722 Pto PEYTOM, E. W, 340 Pte. RAMM, AL L
33 Tpr MLEAM, M. A 197 Pte, O'MEILL; T, J 2458  Cpl, PHILLIPS, B 1122 Pta RATHJEN, G. E
1911 Pre MeLEAMN, B H, 1208 L/Cpl.  O'MEILL, T. ) 76 Phe. PHILLIPS, K. E. 575  Pto. RAVEM, 5 W
Liewt.  MeLEMMAN, K. F 188 Ple. O'REGAMN, P. \ 2439 Pte. PHILLIPS, R 2232 Pre REARDOM, J,
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